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BCODP in balance 


The future of the British Council 
of Disabled People (BCODP) 
hangs in the balance after mem- 
bers at two separate meetings 
discussed whether to leave. 

Members 
England gave up their member- 
ship, while disabled people from 
across the UK attending a crisis 
meeting run by the South- 
ampton Centre for Independent 
Living (SCIL) said they needed 
more time to debate concerns. 

At the December annual 
general meeting of the Greater 
Manchester Coalition of 
Disabled People (GMCDP), 
members voted to withdraw 
from the BCODP. 

Ken Lumb, co-deputy chair of 
GMCDB, told DN the decision 
was unanimous and followed the 
circulation of a paper outlining 
how “control of BCODP had 
slipped from the membership 
into a group which became less 
and less accountable”. 


in north west 


The meeting organised by 
SCIL in November debated 
whether the BCODP still had a 
role to play in the disabled peo- 
ple’s movement. 

In its briefing paper, the cen- 
tre’s personal development 
mentor Hazel Peasley said the 
BCODP had failed to listen to 
members and had not “provid- 
ed the sort of leadership that 
makes us stronger in unity”. 

SCIL produced a manifesto 


Council clash: Anne Rae (left) claims the council has lost focus while Roy Webb is Os for help 


including a resolution that 
denounced the BCODP as the 
leadership of the disabled peo- 
ple’s movement and asked 
whether members should leave, 
but it was rejected. 

While there was an over- 
whelming view that the BCODP 
had “lost its way”, delegates 
agreed to set up a steering 
group, which will investigate 
what disabled people want from 
a movement and whether the 
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council can achieve those ends. 

Criticisms of the BCODP 
were that it was too bureaucrat- 
ic, failed to maintain a high 
profile and needed to be more 
inclusive, particularly of young, 
black and minority ethnic dis- 
abled people as well as those 
with learning difficulties. 

Anne Rae, who wrote the 
GMCDP’s briefing paper and is 
an executive council co-optee, 
said thesbCODPehadilostits 


focus. “Over the last ten years 
we have got away from our 
basic needs,” she said. 

Sasha Callaghan, a member 
of the Trade Union Council’s 
disability committee, said that 
the BCODP had lost its revolu- 
tionary spirit. “I would like to 
see an organisation that is more 
radical and campaigning.” 

But Roy Webb, co-deputy 
chair of the BCODP, told the 
meeting that the council had 
been created by the movement, 
so if disabled people were criti- 
cal then they should accept 
some criticism themselves. 

Although admitting the coun- 
cil had to change, he pointed out 
that the BCODP’s constitution 
had been changed to engage 
local groups more directly, yet 
only three out of ten places on 
the national campaigns commit- 
tee had been filled. 

“We need more people to get 
involved,” he said. 
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Broken bones In care home 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY NUALA CALVI 


A man who claims his disabled 
brother was left seriously 
injured following a one-week 
stay at a nursing home protest- 
ed at the Department of Health 
at the end of November. 

Paul Cassidy, from 
Bracknell, took his brother 
John, who has severe cerebral 
palsy and learning difficulties, 
to the London headquarters to 
demand a meeting with 
Community Care Minister Dr 
Stephen Ladyman. 

Mr Cassidy, who left after 
police were called, is demand- 
ing an inquiry into how his 
brother suffered broken bones 
and has been unable to walk 
since the stay at Birdsgrove care 
home, Berkshire, in 1997. 

He told DN: “All I want is 


five minutes of the minister’s 


time. I have one simple ques- 
tion. Why did [my brother] 
spend eight months in hospital 
and why is he in a wheelchair? 
He was fully mobile before. 

“Now he can only walk a few 
steps, with support. I want the 
truth about what happened.” 

A Bracknell Forest Borough 
Council investigation failed to 
determine how the injuries were 
caused. The local government 


ombudsman ordered no further 
investigation. 

MP Michael Trend, who has 
supported Mr Cassidy, said he 
was “very disappointed” his 
application to the ombudsman 
had failed and that he felt “des- 
perately sorry” for the brothers. 

Bracknell Council said it was 
confident in its procedures, but 
it was not responsible for regu- 
lating private nursing homes. 
The home’s spokesperson said 
its staff always maintained the 
highest standard of care. 

Turning Point chief executive 
Lord Victor Adebowale said 
local authorities that place peo- 
ple in private care homes 
should be certain they will be 
given high quality support and 
that complaints can be pursued 
and justice sought if a criminal 
act has occurred. 


On the cover: DJ Ectic — aka Chris Hand — kept Liverpool clubbers partying into the early hours at an 
event organised by disability arts groups in December. He uses his mouth and tongue to spin records. 
Gemma Nash, who also took part, said: “Using both traditional and virtual mixing software, DJs like 
myself were able to show our talents on an even footing with everybody else.” Picture by Gemma Nash 
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Tenants row 


The second reading of the 
Disability Discrimination Bill 
has sparked a dispute between 
campaigners and the govern- 
ment over the rights of disabled 
tenants. 

Campaigners are disappoint- 
ed the bill has not been amended 
to stop landlords unreasonably 
refusing adaptations to housing, 
which is said to be desperately 
needed to help thousands of dis- 
abled people trapped in inacces- 
sible accommodation. 

The government claims ten- 
ants can already take action 
ander a clauscwot the 1927 
Landlords and Tenants Act, but 
campaigners say the clause has 
only been used twice in over 70 
years and only in disputes con- 
cerning commercial property. 

Caroline Ellis, of the 


Disability Rights Commission, 
said: “There is no way people 
can effectively use the 1927 Act 
since there is no guidance on 
when it is reasonable or not for 
landlords to withhold consent.” 


Bute) Marial Eagle, the 
Minister for Disabled People 
(above), told DN: “I’m not 
convinced we need to [amend 


the bill] if the law has already 


said landlords shouldn’t unrea- 
sonably stop tenants making 
adjustments. Once disabled 
people become more aware that 
they can use it, they will.” 

Ms Eagle also responded to 
calls for a further widening of 
the legal definition of disability 
and a duty on public authori- 
ties to promote good relations 
between disabled and non-dis- 
abled people. 

“At a time when we’ve 
extended the employment pro- 
visions to millions of new jobs, 
we can’t change the goalposts 
too much on the definition as 
well,” she said. 

“If someone can convince 
me a duty to promote good 
relations would add something 
we’re not already oine we'd 
be willing to look at it.’ 


O% back right to die 


More than 80 per cent of dis- 
abled people questioned about 
euthanasia said they should be 
allowed to choose to die, 
according to a survey commis- 
sioned by the Voluntary 
Euthanasia Society (VES). 

The poll, involving more than 
500 disabled people, was carried 
out by the organisation YouGov. 

InwOctober, DN tran! -a 
debate in which disabled people 
spoke for and against the right 
to die with assistance. This was 


prompted by complaints, 


Discrimination 
jail question 


The chair of the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC) has 
questioned whether cases of 
disability discrimination should 
be dealt with as crimes rather 
than breaches of civil law. 

Bert Massie asked a confer- 
ence on crime against people 
with learning difficulties, 
whether penalties for serious 
cases of discrimination might 
include prison sentences. 

He told DN that he was just 
trying to “stimulate a debate” 
on better ways to prevent dis- 
crimination, but added the com- 
mission was engaged in “blue 
skies thinking” on the issue. 

He said the DRC was also 
considering what duties dis- 
abled people might owe to soci- 
ety if all barriers to their inclu- 
sion were ever removed, such as 
doing more voluntary work. 

But he added: “It would be 
wrong to impose responsibili- 
ties on disabled people before 
the rights are in place.” 

e See conference report, page 6 


including from Scope’s chief 
executive Tony Manwaring, 
that DN should not have 
accepted an advertisement 
postcard from a group of dis- 
abled people affiliated to VES. 
The VES results showed that 
82 per cent of disabled people 
thought laws on committing sui- 
cide discriminated against them 
because they may be “unable to 
do so without someone else’s 
assistance”. 80 per cent said they 
would support the private mem- 
bers’ bill on assisted dying pro- 


posed by Lord Joel Joffe. Ten 
per cent were unsure. 

Denise Badland, who has 
multiple sclerosis, said: “By 
denying us access to assisted 
suicide, the law discriminates 
against disabled people who 
may be condemned to suffer 
worse deaths than others.” 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Pro-life Party said: “When we 
are in a situation where we have 
proper palliative and hospital 
care for everybody then these 
polls may mean something.” 
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Global game: Great British wheelchair basketball players celebrat- 


ed the International Day of Disabled People in December by win- 
ning a match against a team from Guatemala. GB senior men’s 
player Andy Blake (right) and Guatemalan captain Alex Galvez, 
took part in the match organised by the charity World Emergency 
Relief, whose new campaign Wheels for Change aims to highlight 


disability issues in developing countries. 


Still time to talk sex 


There’s just a few weeks left for readers to fill in their sex surveys, 
which will be used to lobby more effectively for improved, acces- 
sible services, whether they be for sexual health education or 
counselling. We have had hundreds of responses so far from peo- 
ple with all levels of sexual experience. Fill in the survey online at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk or call 0845 120 7001 to get the 
December issue for the sex survey. Or call 020 7619 7323 if you 
would like help filling out the form. The closing date is 31 


January and all responses are anonymous. 


Julie Fernandez, actress and campaigner, says: “Please help us 
by filling out this form and sending it back, so that we 
can put your experiences and concerns to those people that 


can make a difference.” 
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he new PriceGuide explains what 

to look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so you are 
less likely to get caught out. It’s free 


and it’s invaluable. 


Wee will be sent a copy from your 


closest distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for scooters 
and powerchairs which gives you the 
important questions to ask before 
committing yourself. 


Cee now and your local 
distributor will send you a copy 
of the priceguide to help you before 


you commit yourself. 
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fine for |Frustration of shopper 
£90 barricaded by baby bays 


bay abusers 


DNCAMPAIGN | (> 


Two major supermarket chains 
have begun fining non-disabled 
people who abuse disabled 
parking bays in a clampdown 
on misuse. 

and Asda _ have 


launched nationwide trials to 


Tesco 
punish drivers without a blue 
badge who use disabled bays. 
Tesco is running the trial in 20 
stores and charges £50, reduced 
to £25 if fines are paid within 
14 days. Asda’s trial covers 100 
stores, and the fine is £40, 
which is reduced to £20 if paid 
within ten days. 

Both stores say non-payers 
will risk being taken to court. 
An oon spokesperson 
said: “This is behaviour which 
cannot be tolerated.”. 

DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
said: “This is terrific news, just 
what our readers want to hear. 
I hope other stores will follow 
their lead.” 

The need for tougher mea- 
sures was highlighted last 
month, when a survey for the 
RAC Foundation found that 
500 people (14 per cent of dri- 
vers questioned) admitted abus- 
ing disabled bays. 


Asda will issue fines to offend- 
ers in 100 stories nationwide 


The next Baywatch survey 
takes place in the week 10-16 
January. This year Baywatch 
is joining forces with Time To 
Get Equal (TTGE), the 
campaign to get equality for 
the UK’s ten million disabled 
people. 

TTGE project manager 
Louis High said: “It is a privi- 
lege to work ‘with a 
group which is already estab- 
lished and running a high 
profile campaign. We will be 
able to add to the number of 
volunteers taking part in the 
survey and help produce a 
strong result.” 

A survey form and wind- 
screen leaflet are enclosed 
with this issue of DN. 


A disabled man said he had dif- 
ficulty parking on a trip to a 
brand new shopping complex 
because the only reserved park- 
ing spaces next to the doors 
were for mothers and babies. 

Thomas Jay, from Greater 
Manchester, said the disabled 
parking bays were located fur- 
ther away from the entrance 
and there seemed fewer of 
them than for mothers at the 
Fort Shopping Centre in 
Cheetham Hill. 

He told DN: “My son took 
me there a few weeks ago and 
we could only find three dis- 
abled bays away from the stores 
but there was a line of mother 
and baby bays in front of the 
shops. My son kept circling and 
he said: ‘Where are the bays for 
disabled people?” 

A spokesman for Manchester 
Fort said Mr Jay must have vis- 
ited when the complex first 
opened and “a JCB was parked 
in the bays because construc- 
tion was still taking place or it 
was not clearly signposted.” 

He pointed out that out of 
800 parking spaces, 31 are for 
disabled people and 16 for par- 
ents and toddlers. 

When fully open in the sum- 
mer, he said there will be 1,200 
spaces with 79 disabled bays 
and 32 for parents. 

He added: “The spaces for 


the disabled are adjacent to the 
spaces for parents with toddlers 
and are immediately opposite 
the entrances to the stores.” 
Philip Byrne, centre manager 
at the Manchester Fort, said 
they have made sure the com- 


plex is accessible and consulted 
with the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association. “We are very keen 
to ensure that the Manchester 
Fort is accessible to all and 
welcome any feedback from 
your readers.” 
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Merger case ‘compelling’ 


The two leading associations for 
disabled drivers have moved clos- 
er to merging by forming a 
working group to discuss details. 

The group, made up of mem- 
bers of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motoring Club (DDMC) and 
the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association (DDA), formed 
after a consultation paper con- 
cluded that there was a “com- 
pelling” case to come together. 

The working group, which 
will discuss issues including 
governance, is expected to 
come up with recommenda- 
tions in the spring. 


DDA trustee Phil Friend, a 
member of the working group, 
told DN that discussions were 
“very positive”. 

In a statement, Ed Passant, 
DDMC chief executive, said: 
“We are delighted to be push- 
ing ahead with the process and 
working through all the detail 
involved in merging two long 
established charities. We are 
convinced that a merger could 
potentially be of great benefit... 
it will be our membership who 
decides.” 

But he told DN: “I am very 
optimistic that we will merge.” 


Call for direct payments rethink 


An academic on disability 
issues has called for the control 
of direct payments to be cen- 
tralised as, he said, local 
authorities have failed to imple- 
ment the policy fairly. 

Professor Colin Barnes, who 
is disabled, told delegates at a 
seminar on independent living 
that the “direct payments scan- 
dal” could be solved by “set- 
ting up a new national body 
accountable directly to the 
National Centre for 


Independent Living” that 
would’ distribute funds 
according to standardised 
assessments. 

Responding to concerns 
about the move not meeting 
local needs voiced at the con- 
ference, organised by the Social 
Care Institute for Excellence, 
Prof Barnes said local disabled 
people’s groups, which had 
helped pioneer direct payments 
should be enlisted to provide 
regional support. 
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Cannabis decision 


may be ‘in m 


People with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) who have benefitted from 
using a cannabis spray in clini- 
cal trials could be asked to tes- 
tify to the government’s medi- 
cines board to help get the 
product licensed. 

Although GW Pharmac- 
euticals submitted a licence 
application for its cannabis 
spray Sativex to the Medicines 
and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) in 
March 2003, a decision is yet to 
be made. 

An advisory committee on 
safety of medicines has told the 
MHRA that while spasticity 
improved in people on the trial, 
the benefit to their quality of 
life was “uncertain” and fur- 
ther study is needed. 

But the agency has advised 
the company that it can request 
a hearing with the Medicines 
Commission, another advisory 
group, which would speed up 
the process and lead to a deci- 
sion within six months. 

At a hearing, both medical 
experts and disabled people 
would be asked to testify and if 
successful it would lead to the 
immediate granting of a licence. 

Dr Geoffrey Guy, executive 


chairman of GW Pharma- 
ceuticals, criticised the govern- 
ment for its continual delay 
over licensing the drug. 

“It is very frustrating not 
only for GW but also for 
the UK’s 85,000 MS patients 


that the regulators have 
formed their current opinion 
based on an uncertainty as to 
clinical relevance. 

“Sativex directly addresses 
unmet needs for MS patients 
and we are disappointed that 
these needs do not appear 
to be factored into the current 


| 


UK regulatory position.” 

Clare Hodges, of the Alliance 
for Cannabis Therapeutics, said: 
“It has become a political issue. 
Why do they need to do all 
these tests when we have been 
using it for years?” 

Leading pain consultant Dr 
Willy Notcutt said the trials 
prove cannabis works and the 
sooner it becomes available on 
prescription the better. 

“lve got patients who want 
to stop taking morphine but 
can't until the cannabis spray is 
licensed,” he said. 


Press watchdog slammed 


A disabled journalist has criti- 
cised the Press Complaints 
Commission (PCC) for failing 
to challenge negative reporting 
about disabled people. 

Following “ill-informed” 
comments made by a PCC 
commissioner at a conference 
on journalism and public trust, 
Stephen Brookes (right) said 
there should be “better and 
enforceable regulation of diver- 
sity reporting”. 

Mr Brookes, who is chair of 
the Disabled Members Council 
of the National Union of 
Journalists, said he was disap- 
pointed at the response of 
Professor Robert Pinker — a 
PCC privacy commissioner — to 


| ae 
a question on benefits stories. 
When asked about a 
“demeaning and discriminato- 
ry” Sunday Express front page 
headline “Shame of Disabled 
Shirkers”, Prof Pinker said that 
he disliked the idea of “bowd- 
lerised” reporting, and thought 


that it was in the public interest 
to show how many disabled 
people are illegally claiming 
benefits. 

Mr Brookes =He 
missed the point entirely, and 
seemed to suggest that the low- 
est common denominator of 
stereotypical reporting of dis- 
ability and benefits is accept- 
able to the PCC. Well, I can 
assure him that it isn’t accept- 
able to disabled people.” 

Lord Tom McNally, Liberal 
Democrat leader of the House 
of Lords, who was at the con- 
ference, said the PCC should 
widen its responsibility in 
encouraging responsible report- 
ing of diversity issues. 
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Fashion flair: Disabled twins Judith and Laura Merry show off 
their clothing designs, aimed at wheelchair users, which won them 
a place in the final of the “Bedroom Britain” awards. The awards, 
screened on Channel Four, recognised the entrepreneurial skills of 
the two 16-year-olds, who were provided with almost £8,000 
through the charity Whizz-Kidz to launch their business. Judith 
(left) said: “We believe there is a gap in the market and we hope to 
influence other mainstream designers.” 


A disabled woman is cam- 


paigning to end an unfair tax 
on disability she is forced to 
pay when she flies. 

Moira Ball, who has a 
chronic lung condition, is 
angry at having to pay for oxy- 
gen when she goes on holiday, 
which she says is “blatant dis- 
crimination”. 

Most airlines she has travelled 
with charge extra for oxygen, 
with some carriers expecting up 


to £500 (see DN Jan 2003). 


| to cut air charges 


Only Virgin Atlantic, she 
said, provided it for free. 

She told DN: “I can now 
enter the travel agents up the 
ramp in my wheelchair, but I 
can’t fly anywhere as I need 
oxygen to be available.” 

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is 
also campaigning for airlines to 
reduce and standardise charges. 

But a spokesman for the 
British Air Transport 
Association said it is up to air- 
lines what they charge for oxy- 
gen and that there were no 
plans to change this. 
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Capacity Bill may 
threaten right to life 


The Mental Capacity Bill is 
incompatible with the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights, a parliamen- 
tary committee has warned. 

The Joint Committee on 
Human Rights said the bill con- 
travened the right to life by fail- 
ing to provide proper safeguards 
for people writing advance 
statements or living wills who 
say they wish to refuse life-pro- 
longing treatment. 

In a report on the bill, it calls 
for all statements to be put in 
writing and for it to be made 
clear to patients that they could 
be refusing artificial feeding 
and hydration as well as other 
forms of “treatment”. 

The committee, which has 
written to the government 
about its concerns, also warns 
that the bill could contravene 
human rights by failing to 


restrict the use of force when 
carrying out acts of care and 
treatment during emergencies. 

It thinks the bill weakens 
current protection under men- 
tal health laws against arbitrary 
loss of liberty and would make 
it easier for scientific research 
to be carried out on incapaci- 
tated people. 

The report has prompted 
Conservative MPs, led by Iain 


Duncan-Smith (pictured), to 
put forward an Early Day 
Motion against the bill, who 
claim it would lead to euthana- 
sia by the back door. 

The I Decide coalition, 
which represents disabled 
people’s groups, said it shared 
MPs’ concerns. 

Tara Flood, of Disability 
Awareness in Action, told DN: 
“The government says the bill 
is not about euthanasia because 
they define euthanasia as an 
active administration of some- 
thing causing the end of life, 
but what we’re talking about is 
the removal of treatment, which 
will lead to a painful and 
unpleasant death. 

“The bill doesn’t address the 
current imbalance of power 
between the disabled person 
and their carer, parent or the 
health service.” 


Police guidance is a first 


A key manual for chief police 
officers has included a section 
on disability for the first time, 
raising hopes that it could 
help disabled people become 
more confident about report- 
ing hate crimes. 

The new version of the 300- 
page guide on dealing with 
hate crime was set to be pub- 
lished by the Association of 
Chief Police Officers (ACPO) 
as DN went to press. 

Linda Van den Hende, 
responsible for disability issues 
at ACPO, said the manual 
should have a “positive” effect 
on investigations, boosting dis- 
abled people’s confidence in the 
police and their willingness to 
provide “intelligence” on events 


in their neighbourhood. 

She was speaking at the 
Reducing Crime Against People 
With Learning Disabilities con- 
ference in London last month, 
organised by the crime reduc- 
tion charity Nacro. 

Mrs Van den Hende also said 
that information on helping 
people with learning difficulties 
and mental health problems will 
be included for the first time in a 
new national learning strategy 
for probationary officers. 

She promised to include 
details of the Mental Health Act 
offences of ill-treatment and 
neglect, which would help raise 
their profile, a key aim of DN’s 
Justice for Survivors campaign. 

Speaking about ‘the 


Metropolitan Police’s new 
Independent Advisory Group 
for Disabled People, Mrs Van 
den Hende said its work should 
help raise the profile of crimes 
against disabled people. 

The 21-strong group of dis- 
abled people will advise the 
Metropolitan Police on com- 
munity policing. 

Mrs Van den Hende, who 
also works for the Met, added: 
“Over time it will mean that we 
become better at investigating 
crime against disabled people 
and perhaps raising it up our 
agenda. It’s not high profile for 
us at the moment. This group 
will be holding us to account. 
They will be there to say: ‘Look, 
you’re not doing enough.’”” 


New scheme aims to end 
double discrimination 


A project to improve access to 
information for people with 
learning difficulties from 
minority ethnic communities 
has been launched by Leeds 
University. 

The Ethnicity Training 
Network has been set up 
because research shows that 
people from black and minority 
ethnic disabled groups are pre- 
vented from using services 
because of cultural barriers. 

The network aims to pool 
knowledge and improve train- 


ing and skills among profes- 
sionals dealing with ethnic and 
health matters. 

Dr Hala Abuateya, who is 
heading the project, said people 
with learning difficulties are 
not receiving the information 
they need because professionals 
are not reaching out into their 
communities. 

“People with learning disabil- 
ities from minority ethnic com- 
munities face double discrimina- 
tion, which often results in their 
needs not being met. There is 


not enough information about 
services and poor cultural 
understanding,” she said. 

The project will target pro- 
fessionals who work directly 
with minority ethnic communi- 
ties and will help create a data- 
base of trainers. 

She added: “We hope that by 
making training for health and 
support workers more avail- 
able, people will be able to get 
more support and better access 
to services.” 


e For more, tel: 0113 343 6903 
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News 7 


The diplomat leading efforts 
to introduce a United Nations 
(UN) convention on the rights 
of disabled people accused 
European countries of delay- 
ing its progress at the seminar. 

Ecuador representative Luis 
Gallegos (right), who chairs 
the UN’s committee on the 
convention, told DN: “The 
reluctance to have the process 
continue rapidly is coming 
from Europe.” 

Although he had planned 
to have the convention fin- 
ished and signed in 2005, he 
suggested disinterest could 
mean waiting several years. 


Kids’ stuff 


Dr Richard Light, the event’s 
director and a member of the 
UK delegation to the UN 
committee, said 
pleased a statement had been 
signed by delegates calling for 
the convention to be intro- 
duced quickly. But the week’s 
greatest success, he added, had 
been in securing a commit- 
ment to seek funding for work 
to protect disabled children. 


he was 


Ate eleast | 82... disabled 
Palestinians have been killed 
by Israeli soldiers during the 
current conflict, according to 
a leading activist at the 
London event. 

Ziad Amro (right), head of 
the General Union of Disabled 
Palestinians, told the seminar 
of the effects of armed conflict 
on disabled people. 

Many disabled people have 
been killed or imprisoned and 
denied education, health care 
and accessible buildings. 

He told DN about one 
deaf 17-year-old shot in the 
back by Israeli soldiers 
because he could not hear 
them shouting at him to stop. 

Three disabled people had 
died in the Jenin refugee 
camp in 2002, including a 
woman who was unable to 
evacuate her house when it 
was destroyed by a tank shell. 

Mr Amro, who lives in 
Jerusalem but works in 


Middle East conflict 
has caused /,000 
to become disabled 


Disability activists from across the world met at a human rights 
seminar hosted by the British Council in December. They had 
strong messages for the United Nations. John Pring reports 


Europe lags 


MARCELLO CAPOTOSTI 


~ 
But if enough countries — “120 


to 140” — did sign up, he said 
there would be an 
tional norm” for how disabled 
people should be treated. 

Mr Gallegos said the body 
monitoring convention com- 
pliance should be made up of 


“interna- 


Bulgaria urged to sign 


Signing a UN convention on 
disability rights could help 
Bulgaria secure European 
Union membership, according 
to one campaigner. 

Vanya Pandieva, pro- 
gramme coordinator for per- 
sonal assistance at the Center 
for Independent Living in 
Sofia, told DN: “We have to be 
part of this convention. 

“Bulgaria wants to be 
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Ramallah, said 7,000 


Palestinians had become 
severely disabled due to 
the conflict. 

But he also said that the 
Palestinian authorities had 
not been paying enough 
attention to access issues, and 
he believed a UN convention 
on disabled people’s rights 
would lead to stronger 
Palestinian laws in areas such 
as access to education health- 
care and leisure. 


disabled people, but he con- 
ceded that it was society rather 
than laws that were key to 
improving human rights for 
disabled people. 

“This is a society issue... I 
think it is more of an issue of 
being able to point out the 
direction in which a society 
should move,” he said. 

Michael Stein, Harvard 
Law School professor and an 
expert in civil rights for dis- 
abled people, agreed, saying 
the convention was about 
“moral persuasion” and 
should only be used in excep- 
tional circumstances. 


part of the EU in 2007 and 
this will be one of the 
progressive steps.” 

She said disabled people 
were treated as second-class cit- 
izens in Bulgaria. Despite good 
legislation that her organisa- 
tion had used to secure access 
improvements there is still insti- 


tutionalisation, a lack of per- 
sonal assistance and inaccessi- 
ble transport. 


Student journalist Jessica Sutton 
called on her friends to mark 
the International Day of 
Disabled People in December by 
spending the day in wheelchairs. 

Jessica, equal opportunities 
officer at Southampton Institute, 
who uses a wheelchair (pictured 
centre bottom), said: “The 
Students’ Union is proud that we 
take an active role in promoting 
disability awareness among the 
student body. I hope this day 


encouraged them to think about 
some of the issues that disabled 
people face every day.” 

Student 
added: 
wheelchair was really enlighten- 
ing and has benefitted my 
understanding of how life can be 


Nicholls 


“Spending time in a 


Sarah 


for people with disabilities, from 
physical difficulties like getting 
through doors, to the way peo- 
ple treat you differently when 
they see you in a wheelchair.” 
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Doblo Liberty i 
| brings true affordability 
| to the accessible fi 
| vehicle market. 
The standard roof 
; model is ideal for 
+ } smaller individuals or 
those wishing fo 
transfer from their 
wheelchairs, whilst the i 
optional high roof 
gives amazing 
headroom for taller 
passengers wishing to 
be transported sitting 
in their wheelchairs. 


Why not call today 
to arrange a home 


demonstration and 
test drive ? 
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8 News 


Letter from Brussels 
Richard Howitt 


The row over proposed 


European commissioner 
Rocco Buttiglione may be 
good news for disabled people 


The last two months have 
proved a landmark period in 
the fight against discrimina- 
tion in Europe. 

As reported in the media, 
the European Commission 
president Jose Barroso met 
with severe criticism for choos- 
ing Rocco Buttiglione — a per- 
son known for opposing gay 
rights and gender equality — to 
take up a commission portfo- 
lio that included responsibility 
for non-discrimination issues. 

As part of Mr Barroso’s 
efforts to find a compromise 
with an angry European 
Parliament, he promised to 
make the European 
Commission “the most 
advanced body in the promo- 
tion of freedoms, civil rights 
and non-discrimination”. 

Mr Barroso proposed a spe- 
cial committee of EU commis- 
sioners that would deal with 
discrimination and fundamen- 
tal rights and he also pledged 
to introduce further European 
legislation to combat discrimi- 
nation that would go beyond 
employment and include all 
discriminated groups. 

But the European Parliament 


stuck fast to its objections and 
rejection of Mr Buttiglione, at 
the same time pinning Mr 
Barroso down on his commit- 
ment to the further measures. 
In the resolution that finally 
agreed the new European 
Commission, we insisted that 
his promises be kept. 

Disabled people’s organisa- 
tions across Europe welcomed 
his statements, which breathe 
new life into the campaign for 
comprehensive non-discrimi- 
nation legislation on disability. 

Before all of this, the 
European Commission, follow- 
ing a green paper on the future 
of EU non-discrimination poli- 
cy, had been approaching 
member states to gauge the 
level of acceptance for further 
legislation. But the timetable 
provided too much opportuni- 
ty for delay and obstruction. 

It would be ironic if a row 
about a proposed commission- 
er with discriminatory views 
leads to a major step forward in 
laws to combat disability dis- 
crimination in Europe. But Mr 
Barroso made a promise and 
European MPs will try to make 
sure he honours it. 


Richard Howitt MEP is chair of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Intergroup, e-mail: ep@edf-feph.org 


A great talent lost 


Mike Freeney writes: On 16 
November 2004, the disability 
world lost one of its most talent- 
ed representatives, Dr Michael 
Devenney, who died suddenly 
from bronchial pneumonia. 
Born with cerebral palsy in 
1959, the medical profession 


‘stated that he would never walk 


or talk and that it would be 
impossible to educate him. But 
Mike became well known 
throughout the public and pri- 
vate sector for being a remark- 
able and charismatic public 
speaker and trainer. 

His recent PhD thesis chal- 
lenged conventional thinking 
on the social representation of 


disability. His intention was to 
use this work to help integrate 
disability into mainstream 
academic thinking so that it 
would come to have the same 


profile as gender or race. 

In addition to working as a 
trainer and disability consul- 
tant, Mike served as a commis- 
sioner for the Disability Rights 
Commission between 2000 and 
2004, was an associate member 
of the Employers’ Forum on 
Disability and the producer of a 
number of award-winning doc- 
umentaries and training videos. 

Less well known, but of par- 
ticular pleasure to him, was his 
appointment as disability advis- 
er to the government’s football 
taskforce in 1997, thus provid- 
ing him with an opportunity to 
pretend he was working while 
following the fortunes of Celtic. 


Paula Sage inspiration] Council told 
for new media group 


An organisation aimed at mak- 
ing the media more accessible 
to people with learning difficul- 
ties has been started. 

At the launch of MEdia, 
which took place at November’s 
Learning Disability Today exhi- 
bition, people with learning dif- 
ficulties learnt about how TV 
and radio programmes are 
made and were able to try their 
hand at being a reporter with a 
Sky News camera crew. 

The organisation aims to 
help disabled people “learn 
more about the media, enjoy 
more about the media, say 


more about the media and 
make more media”. 

Project worker David James 
said: “MEdia will help people 
with learning difficulties to get 
more from, and give more to, 
the media. 

“We need more role models 
like Paula Sage, who won a 
BAFTA for her role in the film 
Afterlife. And we can do more 
things by ourselves, like making 
web pages and video diaries,” 
he added. 
© For more information on the 
scheme and how to get involved 
see www.ldmedia.org.uk 
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19 find out if you can have a grant for 
heating and insulation improvements 
‘ call’ the Warm Front Team free on 


(Please quote MK678.) 


Lines are open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm. 
Or, fill in the attached application form and return to us. 


(You will not need to use a stamp.) 


Application form 


Your full name: 


Your phone number: 


MK678 
Do you own your home or rent it from a private landlord? Yes Fal No [el 


| 


What benefits do you receive? [ 


a 


Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 1BR 


-—— 


Eaga Partnership Limited, Freepost NEA 12054, 


Your date of birth: Your youngest child's date of birth: 


Yoursignature:| Date: 


Please return this application form to Networking Team, < 


seta 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Call Jim on: 
07717 546 435 or 
01329 286 224 
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Pentagon Ltd 
Fareham Industrial Park 
Fareham PO16 8XL 


www.pentagonmercedes-benz.co.uk 


to repay 
missing £23k 


A local authority breached its 
duty of care towards a disabled 
man by failing to prevent thou- 
sands of pounds vanishing 
from his bank account, a court 
has found. 

Jeff Hale, who has a learning 
difficulty and lives on the Isle of 
Wight, inherited money from 
his mother in 1995. Between 
January 1996 and February 1997 
about £23,000 was withdrawn 
from his bank and never 
accounted for, Southampton 
County Court heard. 

Judge Jean Ritchie QC 
ordered Isle of Wight Council 
and John Leachman, a commu- 
nity support worker, to repay 
£19,118.73 of the missing 
money and _ interest of 
£12,616.46 to Mr Hale. 

Mr Hale’s solicitor, Lynne 
Brooke, of Vizards Tweedie, 
said afterwards that the case 
could be “the tip of the ice- 
berg” of financial abuse of vul- 
nerable people. 

He criticised the council for 
its “singular lack of knowledge, 
compassion and willingness” to 
help Mr Hale and called for a 
review of its practices in the 
provision of services for people 
with learning difficulties. 

He also said Mr Hale had 
been refused legal aid and was 
only able to successfully recover 
his money because “a principled 
person” — who has asked not to 
be named — had funded his case. 

Glen Garrod, the council’s 
director for adult and commu- 
nity services, accepted the 
court’s decision but with “con- 
siderable reservations”. 

A spokesman said the coun- 
cil had introduced “very robust 
systems” to protect vulnerable 
adults in 1997. 


News 9 


Protest problem 


— trains to blame 


Getting to a protest aimed at 
improving public transport for 
disabled people was so fraught 
with difficulties that several 
protestors did not make it last 
month. 

Event organiser | Reg 
McLaughlin, former chief exec- 
utive of the Greater London 
Action on Disability, told DN 
the exercise had highlighted 
many problems within the 
transport system. 

The Ticket2Ride protest — 
part of Scope’s Time To Get 
Equal campaign — involved 
disabled people travelling from 
Cardiff, “Plymouth, rand 
Doncaster to Kings Cross sta- 
tion in London. 

But three people were left at 
Cardiff station because there 
was no wheelchair space left on 
the train. The same thing hap- 
pened at Doncaster. 

The protest took place as 
the government announced 
that legislation to ensure all 
trains are accessible for dis- 
abled people would not be 
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enforced until 2020. 

Wheelchair user Rosemary 
Bolinger (pictured) said there 
was little hope of improving 
travel without an audit of the 
accessibility of current train 
stock. She added that staggered 
targets should be set between 
now and 2020. 

Her biggest gripe was having 
to give up to 48 hours’ notice to 
travel by train. Mrs Bolinger 
said: “You can wake up and see 
it’s a beautiful day but you can- 
not decide to go out because 


yous Ke BNSPOTL 
Ssswnre or 


you have not given any notice.” 

Poor attitudes from trans- 
port staff were top of the list of 
concerns of disabled protesters. 

Londoner Michael 
Theobald, who is deaf and 
joined the protest after hearing 
about it on the news, was one 
of many who called for disabili- 
ty awareness training. 

He told DN he had been 
considered drunk on occasion 
because his speech is “different 
when asking questions”. 

@ www .timetogetequal.org.uk 


A local authority has closed a 
loophole that allowed a firm to 
gain a taxi licence for an inac- 
cessible saloon car. The licence 
was granted even though the 
council had ruled that new 
licences would only be given to 
wheelchair-accessible vehicles. 

The taxi operator involved 
secured the licence in 2004 by 
offering a wheelchair accessible 
people carrier for inspection to 
Chiltern District Council offi- 
cers, but the company then 
switched the licence to a non- 
accessible Ford Mondeo. 

After hearing about the 
problem, the council changed 
its system and now makes it 
clear that licences are only valid 
on the vehicle for which they 
are granted. 

The move has been wel- 
comed by Barry Taylor (pic- 
tured), a wheelchair user from 
Chesham, who had complained 
about the firm’s actions. 

Mr Taylor has difficulties 
travelling because there is no 
accessible taxi within 15 miles 
of his home. His case has high- 
lighted the shortage of accessi- 
ble taxis in rural locations. 
Disability Discrimination Act 
regulations for taxis are not due 
to be introduced until 2010. 

Mr Taylor said it would cost 


1.6 Petrol, 2.0 Diesel HDI prices from £14,371.68 (including £1500 cash back) ex factory. 
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£15 to travel two miles into 
town, so he has to make the 
journey in his powered wheel- 
chair or ask his care worker to 
drive him. 

He said: “It is very frustrat- 
ing. The council are doing 
whatever they can to help, but 
they can’t do anything about 
the existing taxis (which are not 
wheelchair accessible).” 

Neither the council nor the 

Department for Transport was 
aware of any similar cases in 
other parts of the country. 
* Have you experienced similar 
problems to this? Contact 
sarah. hobson@scope.org.uk or 
call 020 7619 7324 
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Design matters: Joe Turner demonstrates his winning wheelchair 


table design after taking part in a Motability competition. Joe and 
fellow winner Jonathan Cracknell, who designed a ramp, are both 
studying design and technology at Chelmer Valley high school in 
Chelmsford. Pupils in Essex were invited to “design a product that 
would benefit someone with a disability”. The competition was 
funded by the Essex Community Foundation. 


Care failings continue 


The criminal justice system is 
failing to protect disabled chil- 
dren in care from abuse seven 
years after a damning report on 
the issue, according to the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 
Follow-up research by the 
says little 
progress has been made in 
deterring abusers or securing 
convictions since 1997 and gov- 
policy fails to 
acknowledge disabled children 
are more likely to be abused 
than their non-disabled peers. 
Christine Lenahan, director 
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of the Council for Disabled 
Children, said the findings con- 
firmed the need for disability 
equality training in the criminal 
justice system and in all services 
working with disabled children. 

“The assumption is still that 
if a child has an impairment 
they are not a reliable witness, 
that they haven’t suffered from 
abuse in the same way, or that 
the abuse is related to their 
impairment,” she said. 
*Progress on safeguards for 
children living away from 
home, www.jrforg.uk 


“Disabled inmate 


unable to bathe 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY NUALA CALVI 
A disabled man says he has 


been unable to bathe himself 
for several weeks because the 
prison he is in is not accessible 
for wheelchair users. 

Richard Frank, 45, from 
Hertfordshire, has also been 
unable to use the library, edu- 
cation or training facilities at 
HMP Bedford. 

His cell door is too narrow 
for his chair and he struggles to 
get meals into the cell on his lap. 

Mr Frank’s wife, Tammi, 
told DN: “He can’t carry on 
like this. Speaking to him this 
morning he was really down. 


Holiday hell or holiday heav- 
en? In February, DN contin- 
ues its annual holiday cover- 
age, featuring readers’ experi- 
ences and tips. If you’ve got a 
story you think others might 
like to read, hints for a has- 
sle-free break or ideas about 
what you’d like to see DN 
cover, then get in touch with 
us either by emailing editor@ 
disabilitynow.org.uk or by 
post at the usual address. 

@ Holiday special: pp 25-33 
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Vexel Quovis is a 
| wonderfully innovative 
drive-from-wheelchair 
| compact motorcar. 


Fully automated; 

} | both access and 

driving couldn't be 

} simpler. A single press 

| | of the remote control 
) fob opens the rear 

} tailgate and then 

| deploys the short 

| access ramp. 


Once on-board, 
| just select the ‘Drive’ 
| position on the 

| automatic gear 
selector and you are 
| teady to go, wherever | 
you want to be 
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“He mentioned things like 
the bath but was told there was 
nothing they could do. 

“Even visiting is a problem — 
he can’t sit at the table proper- 
ly because the seats are fixed.” 

Mrs Frank said she had 
telephoned the Disability 
Rights Commission but staff 
there did not seem to know 
what the rights of disabled 
prisoners were. 

Guy Bauf, governor of HMP 
Bedford, said he would be 
sending a manager to speak to 
Mr Frank about his needs but 
added: “We are a prison built 
in 1801. I haven’t got good 
enough resources here to house 


people with disabilities. To 
alter the doors would cost 
£100,000.” 

He said the lift to the 
bathing facilities had been bro- 
ken for three days and while it 
was being fixed, disabled pris- 
oners could be carried upstairs 
for showers. Shortly after DN 
contacted the prison, the prob- 
lem was fixed. 

The lift to the education 
area had been broken for some 
time, and was still awaiting 
funding for repair. Mr Bauf 
said Mr Frank could study 
“from his cell” with library 
books and educational materi- 
al provided. 


Poor marks for Jail 
schooling system 


Politicians are likely to 
demand changes to the prison 
education system to tackle the 
lack of provision for disabled 
prisoners, DN has learnt. 

Jonathan Shaw, a member 
of the Education and Skills 
Select Committee, which is due 
to report on all prison educa- 
tion early this year, said he had 
heard worrying evidence of the 
inadequacy of the current sys- 
tem for disabled prisoners. 

This issue was highlighted 
among other problems in 
prison access by DN earlier 
this year. 

Mr Shaw said there was a 
case for Special Educational 
Needs (SEN) coordinators to 
be available in adult prisons, 
as they are in schools and 
young offender’s institutions, 
and for specialist training to 
ensure staff are competent in 
SEN provision. 


Oxford 
hoist 
approved 
centre 


He added: “I’m concerned 
people’s needs are being 
assessed but the quality of 
some of those assessments 
may not always be as high as it 
needs to be.” 

Recommendations from 
the Disability” \Righes 
Commission (DRC) being 
considered by the committee 
include a duty for prisons to 
draw up action plans to 
remove barriers to education 
and for progress reports to 
form part of inspections. 

Neil Coyle, DRC parlia- 
mentary officer, said: “The 
assessment process needs an 
overhaul so people’s needs are 
assessed when they go to 
prison and that information 
isn’t lost, which is what tends 
to happen. This means assess- 
ment of all disability issues, 
not just specifically education- 
al needs.” 
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Country strife Stares in their eyes 


A campaigner says many dis- 
abled people in rural areas are 
trapped in their homes because 
of poor access to local facilities. 

Tony Smith contacted DN 
about access around his home 
village of Linton, in 
Cambridgeshire, which he said 
was “dire” and desperately 
needed improvements to pave- 
ments, roads and other facilities. 

An access survey by Mr 
Smith and another disabled res- 
ident led Linton Parish Council 
to apply twice to 
Cambridgeshire County 
Council to fund improvements, 
such as alterations to bus stops 
and more dropped kerbs. Both 
bids were rejected. 

The county council told DN 
it had decided to pay for some 
access improvements next year 
from a separate budget. 

During his research, Mr 
Smith said other disability 
groups had told him access dif- 
ficulties were “the norm” in 
rural areas. 

As a wheelchair user living 
in one of two accessible homes 
owned by the Papworth Trust 
in Linton, he said the number 
of sheltered homes in the vil- 
lage was growing. People living 
in these homes were, he said 


A lack of dropped kerbs make 
it hard for Mr Smith to travel 


“confused as to how they can 
access their village”. 

The Papworth Trust has 
turned down his request to 
fund access improvements. 

Julian’ Garner, the Trusts 
marketing director, said Mr 
Smith had raised “some impor- 
tant points*@and the Trust 
would be more aware of such 
issues in the future. 

But he said it could not fund 
access improvements outside 
trust-owned homes. 


Disabled people any face 

“verbal abuse and stares” from 
the public, a new survey has 
revealed. 

The housing charity John 
Grooms found more than half 
of those who took part in its 
survey were frequently stared at 
because of their impairment. 

Nearly one in four had been 
verbally threatened by a mem- 
ber of the public in the last 
year. A similar number would 
not go out by themselves at 
night and seven per cent had 
been victims of physical abuse. 

The survey of 1,200 disabled 
tenants of John Grooms 
Housing Association was 
feloascass tOmminatk wrt he 
International Day of Disabled 
People on 3 December. 

Mike Shaw, executive direc- 
tor of John Grooms, said: “The 
research findings reveal an 
appalling lack of understand- 
ing. It is simply not acceptable 
that disabled people are subject- 
ed to such negative behaviour.” 

The charity used the results 
to call for more to be done to 
create an inclusive society. 

Martin Buckland (pictured), 
a wheelchair user who lives in a 
John Grooms property in 
Hainault, Essex, said ignorance 


about disabled people was still 
widespread. He said: “There is 
still-a lot of it out there, but I 
don’t notice it much because I 
just switch off. But when I was 
younger I used to say, ‘do you 
want it photographed?’ 

He added: “When I go shop- 
ping with my carer, I will give 
them the money and they will 
give the change to her.” 


SANIT WICKWAR 


He said the government 
should do more to improve 
relations between disabled and 
non-disabled people and that 
having more disabled people on 
television and better awareness 
training in schools would help. 

“Then they can realise we 
are not just crips or freaks, we 
are human beings just like 
everyone else.” 
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12 News 


Premiership websites fail disabled fans 


The UK’s Premiership football 
clubs are languishing at the 
bottom of the league when it 
comes to website accessibility, a 
survey has revealed. 
Computing and disability 
charity AbilityNet assessed 
twenty football club websites 
and found that none met the 
needs of people with a visual 
impairment, dyslexia or those 


who have trouble using a mouse. 
Only Manchester United’s alter- 
native “accessible” website 
(right) achieved a two star rating 
(out of a possible three). 
Problems included text size 
that could not be enlarged, 
moving images that were dis- 
tracting for visitors with cogni- 
tive impairments and design 
problems hindering visitors 
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* Lifts up to 17.5 stones (110 kgs). 
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-*- Motability 


SAVE THE VAT ON NEW CARS 


with most Autochair products. 


who could not use a mouse or 
were visually impaired. 

Another problem was that 
most sites use the club strip as a 
colour scheme, which made the 
site difficult to interpret for 
those with vision impairments 
or dyslexia. 

Since AbilityNet carried out 
its research, Everton, Chelsea 
and Premium TV, which hosts 
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the sites of ten other clubs, have 
pledged to improve standards. 
Robin Christopherson, 
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Wheelchair Loading System 
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Finance and grants possible 


AbilityNet’s web consultancy 
manager, who is blind, praised 
Manchester United for having 
an accessible site but said an 
organisation’s main website 
could be made accessible with- 
out compromising on design. 
“Obliging those with a disabili- 
ty to use an ‘alternative’ site is 
not necessarily the best solu- 
tion,” he said. 


New laws — 
little change 


Photo of a stairwell in Whispers 
bar, Cardiff, taken by Free2Pee 
supporter Kelly Atherton 


Just nine per cent of restaurants 
were “fully accessible” in a 
charity published 
last month. 

To coincide with the intro- 
duction of the final part of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
on 1 October, Scope asked dis- 
abled people and supporters to 
investigate access at local 
leisure venues, particularly toi- 
let facilities. 

Feedback from Free2Pee — 
part of Scope’s Time To Get 
Equal campaign — shows restau- 
rants fared worst in the survey 
of more than 1,000 people, with 
fast food outlets coming a close 
second. 


survey 


The most accessible venues 
were cinemas, with 55 per cent 
being “fully accessible”. 

One survey volunteer told 
Scope: “Licensees say govern- 
ment literature is not specific 
enough for the requirements of 
wheelchair users — there’s more 
emphasis on disabled people 
who do not use wheelchairs.” 

The worst problem in all 
venues inspected was the lack 
of usable accessible toilets — 
only 39 per cent had them. 

Another volunteer said: 
“The assistant manager said it 
wasn’t cost effective to install a 
disabled toilet as they’d only 
seen one disabled person in the 
last ten years.” 

Getting around venues was 
also found to be a problem. 
Only 44 per cent of those sur- 
veyed were rated easy to move 
about in. 
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Health news 13 


Nursing times: The European Nursing Agency, which specialises in 
the home-based care of disabled people, has celebrated its tenth 
birthday. Managing director Claudio Duran and nurse Clare Duran 
are pictured with Edna Ewer (centre), the agency’s inspiration and 
first client, for the celebrations. Edna required full-time care but her 
disabled husband could not provide it, so her friends, the Durans, 
stepped in. The agency now employs 110 full-time live-in carers, 
providing 24/7 care for around 100 clients. 


Benefits information 


should be in surgeries 


Information about how to access 
benefits and other social services 
should be available in GP surg- 
eries, Citizens Advice has said. 
The charity says that having 
Citizens Advice Bureaux* in 
healthcare settings and working 
in partnership with GPs would 
allow it to reach disabled and 
elderly people and those with 
mental health problems who 
may have wider issues affecting 


their health. 


Teresa Perchard, the charity’s 
director of policy, said: “Poverty 
is the root cause of many ill- 
nesses and it can also be the 
reason patients cannot follow 
medical advice to turn up their 
heating or modify their diet.” 

Citizens Advice already pro- 
vides services in 672 surgeries 
but says these have developed 
piecemeal, with no mainstream 
funding. 
*www.citizensadvice.org.uk 


Isn’t it time YOU joined THE organisation 
run by disabled people that is successful 
where it matters? 
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¢ Demanding better parking provision 


© Lobbying for worthwhile changes to the Blue 


Badge scheme 


e Free information and advice service for ee ae 


© Bi-monthly magazine, free to members 


® Discounts on ferries and Eurotunnel 
© Working for disabled drivers and passengers 


For membership details contact: 


The Disabled Drivers’ Association 
Freepost ANG4568 
Ashwellthorpe, Norwich, NR16 1DZ 


Tel: 0870 770 3333 = 


A Registered Charity 


email: DDAHQ@aol.com 
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Gulf veterans 


call for regional 
treatment centres 


Gulf War veterans have called 
on the government to set up 
regional centres of expertise to 
treat their illnesses properly, 
following the publication of a 
report* confirming the exis- 
tence of Gulf War Syndrome. 
The National Gulf Veterans 
and Families Association 
(NGVFA) told DN that the 
government should respond to 
the public inquiry by Lord 
Lloyd, which reported in 
November, by training special- 
ists within the NHS and setting 


Risk assessments will help 


The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) has 
issued guidance aiming at pre- 
venting falls in older people. 
The institute recommends 
risk assessments for older peo- 
ple who have already had a fall 
or who are considered at risk. 
The guidance states that 
older people at risk from falls 
should be 
gait, balance and mobility 
as well as muscle weakness 


assessed for 


up an information system to 
share best practice. 

It said the lack of suitable 
treatment was the most pressing 
issue for its members, beyond 
even financial compensation. 

Charles Plumridge, NGVFA 
coordinator, said: “At the 
moment, veterans are only 
treated by their GPs and a few 
specialists who have no idea of 
the possible cause or treatment 
of the illness. 

“We want four or five 
regional centres within the 


and visual impairment. 

It also says NHS patients at 
risk should have 
reviews of medication, as older 
people often take four or more 
types and in combination they 
can affect balance. 

Professor Cameron Swift, of 
King’s College London, and 
member of the guideline devel- 


regular 


opment group, said: “We now 
know from compelling evi- 
dence that significant and sub- 


NHS so veterans can go to a 
consultant and they’ll know 
what they’re talking about.” 
Despite the findings, the 
Ministry of Defence said it did 
recognise Gulf War 
Syndrome, but its Gulf 
Veterans Medical Assessment 
programme** offered free and 
independent diagnosis and 
those who 
thought their health had suf- 


not 


treatment for 


fered as a result of service. 
*www.lloyd-gwii.com 
** www.gulfwar.mod.gov.uk 


prevent falls 


of falls 


amongst older people can be 


stantial numbers 
prevented through timely risk 
detection and appropriately 
skilled management.” 
Professor Peter Littlejohns, 
clinical director at NICE, said: 
“The guideline represents a sig- 
nificant drive for change in an 
area of healthcare that has not, 
until now, benefited from the 
application of a consistent and 
coherent approach nationally.” 
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Anniversary 15 


Not forgotten 


Among the millions killed in the Nazi death camps during World 
War Two were thousands of disabled people. As the world gears 


up to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz — 


one of the biggest — Agnes Fletcher paid it a visit 


t its heart, the 

Holocaust had the 

aim of eliminating 

those considered less 

than human: those 
who were thought capable of 
contaminating the common 
good. Guided by the principles 
of racial hygiene and national 
health, the Nazi regime 
committed itself to the removal 
of those it thought unfit to live 
and likely to produce inferior 
offspring. 

In 1935, the Nuremberg 
Laws provided for the forced 
sterilization of the “unfit”. 
These included “inferior 
races” such as Jews and 
gypsies as well as unfit 
Aryans — people who were 
gay, had intellectual or 
psychiatric impairments and 
physical disabilities and 
chronic illnesses. 

In October 1939, in the 
turmoil of the outbreak of war, 
Hitler ordered widespread 
“mercy killings” of sick and 
disabled people — the “life 
unworthy of life” as he referred 
to them — by giving authority 
to certain physicians to end the 
lives of “certain persons who, 
according to human judgment, 
are incurable can, upon a most 
careful diagnosis of their 
condition of sickness, be 
accorded a mercy death”. 

Codenamed Aktion T4, the 
Nazi euthanasia programme 
began by focussing on 
newborns and very young 
children. Midwives and doctors 
had to register children up to 
three who showed symptoms of 
learning difficulties or physical 
disability. The child’s future 
was decided by three medical 
experts on the basis of a Reich 
questionnaire. 

The Nazi euthanasia 
programme quickly expanded 
to include older disabled 
children and adults. 
Questionnaires were 
distributed to mental 
institutions, hospitals and 
institutions for the chronically 
ill. Patients had to be reported 
if they had schizophrenia, 
epilepsy, senility, paralysis, 
syphilitic diseases, “intellectual 
impairments”, encephalitis, 
Huntington’s chorea and other 
neurological conditions. Also 
included were patients who had 
been continuously in 
institutions for at least five 
years, those who were 


considered criminally insane, 
did not possess German 
citizenship, or were not of 
Aryan or related blood — 
including Jews, black Germans 
and gypsies. 

Six killing centres were 
established. In Brandenburg, a 
former prison was converted 
into a killing centre where the 
first Nazi experimental 
gassings took place. The gas 
chambers were disguised as 
shower rooms but were actually 
sealed chambers connected by 
pipes to cylinders of carbon 
monoxide. Patients were 
drugged before being led naked 
Te 


‘80 per cent were sent 
straight to the gas 
chambers. Children, 
women, old people and 
anyone obviously 
disabled were dead 
within hours of arrival’ 
ALLEL LE Les ES NS 


into the gas chamber. Each 
killing centre included a 
crematorium where the bodies 
were taken for disposal. 
Families were told the cause of 
death was medical, such as 
heart failure or pneumonia. 
However, the huge increase 
in the death rate among 
disabled people, combined with 
the very obvious plumes of 
odorous smoke over the killing 
centres, aroused suspicion and 
fear. On 3 August 1941, a 
Catholic bishop, Clemens von 
Galen, delivered a sermon in 
Minster Cathedral attacking 
the Nazi euthanasia 
programme, describing it as 
“plain murder”. German 
Catholics were urged by leaders 
to “withdraw ourselves and our 


faithful from [Nazi] influence 
so that we may not be 
contaminated by their thinking 
and their ungodly behaviour”. 

In August, Hitler suspended 
Aktion T4, which by then had 
killed around 100,000 people. 

The use of gas chambers at 
the euthanasia killing centres 
offered an acrid foretaste of the 
death camps to come. The 
technical knowledge and 
experience gained during the 
use of those first chambers was 
used during the construction of 
industrial-sized killing centres 
at Auschwitz, Treblinka and 
other concentration camps, in 
an attempt to exterminate the 
entire Jewish population of 
Europe. 

I visited Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, the biggest of the 
work and extermination 
camps, on a crisp October day, 
the trees stark in the autumn 
sun. It was as part of a study 
visit organised by the 
Holocaust Educational Trust, 
which takes groups of 
schoolchildren to the camps a 
couple of times a year. 

We visited Auschwitz and 
Birkenau, two locations a few 
miles apart where over 1.5 
million people were killed. We 
went to Auschwitz first, which 
still echoes with the pain of 
thousands. Then we proceeded 
to the vastness of Birkenau, 
with its electrified fences, 
watchtowers and the train 
tracks that run straight through 
the heart of the place — 
train tracks that transported 
millions with deadly efficiency 
to their deaths. 

As men, women and 
children left the train, waiting 
doctors gestured right or left. 
About 20 per cent were sent to 
work, and probably death by 
starvation, while 80 per cent 
were sent straight to the gas 
chambers. Children, women, 
old people and anyone 
obviously disabled were dead 
within hours of arrival. 

The camps are testimony 
not only to the power of the big 
lie — of anti-semitism, “the 
longest hatred”, and eugenics — 
but also to the thousands of 
small lies: people were told to 
write their names on their 
luggage before getting on the 
death trains and that they 
would be reunited with it 
when they arrived; told they 
were on the way to the showers, 


End of the line: rail tracks run straight into the death camp 


not to their deaths. 

Why do we remember this? 
One of the main reasons for 
establishing a Holocaust 
Remembrance Day was “to 
ensure that the horrendous 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the 
Holocaust are never forgotten 
and its relevance for each new 
generation is understood”. 

The statistics of Auschwitz- 
Birkenau and the other death 
camps are overwhelming. So 


many of the millions remain 
nameless because there is no 
one left to speak for or 
remember them. 

It is in the testimony of the 
few survivors and in the letters 
of people saying goodbye forever 
to those who they loved, 
that the scale of the killings can 
best be comprehended: voices 
that are unique but which 
speak for millions. 
© www.holocaustmemorialday. 
gov.uk 
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16 Campaign focus 


DN CAMPAIGN 


Labour's failure to introduce winter fuel 
payments for severely disabled adults has 
been a blow to many. But would other 
parties offer more? Sarah Hobson reports 


t is five years since DN 

launched its Winter Fuel 

campaign, demanding 

that all severely disabled 

adults get the same 
financial support for fuel bills 
is pensioners. 

Yet Labour leaders have 
continually refused to extend 
winter fuel payments — £200 
for people over the age of 60 
and £300 for those over 80 — to 
working age adults who receive 
mid and higher levels of Disa- 
bility Living Allowance (DLA). 

Similarly, DN’s more recent 
calls for payments for the 
families of children with severe 
disabilities have been ignored. 
But with a general election 
looming, is this wise? 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of the Disability Alliance, says 
giving severely disabled people 
help with fuel bills would be “a 
popular election move”. She 
adds: “It’s a small sum of 
money overall. It would be 
welcomed by the people who 
would be eligible for it, but it is 
also something that the general 
population would understand 
and would support.” 


"Viva" Full 


body model TY 


According to her 
calculations, it would cost 
£272m a year if winter fuel 
payments were extended, 
“under £50m” of which would 
be for families with severely 
disabled children. 

Liam Barron is one of many 
children whose family would 
benefit from cold weather 
payments. Mother Sarah 
Barron says that paying high 
fuel bills means the family have 
to go without support that 
would make life more 
comfortable. “We could pay for 
all sorts of things, such as extra 
equipment or specialist toys for 
learning,” she says. 

Liam, who is 11, needs 24- 
hour care. Having given up 


BIg SI ence on the big freeze 


UK PICTURES 


Cold comfort: Labour’s reluctance to act on winter fuel means money is tight for families like the Barrons 


research (DN November). 
Sarah says the benefits she 
does receive do not meet the 
costs of nappies, tailor-made 
body braces and trips to all 
manner of specialists. With the 
extra burden of £400 worth of 
home fuel bills looming this 
season, Mrs Barron hopes the 


‘It would be welcomed by those who would be 
eligible for it, but it is also something the general 


population would support’ 


work and with a husband 
studying, Sarah says money is 
tight. She rejects government 
claims that the DLA covers fuel 
bills. Her view is backed by 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 


government changes its stance. 
But this looks unlikely, judging 
by Chancellor Gordon Brown’s 
pre-budget election statement. 
Disabled people were offered 
nothing, while older pensioners 


were given increased payments, 
which will mean £250 for those 
over 70 and £350 for those over 
80 from next winter (although 
they will lose other cash). 

This oversight disappointed 
Labour MP Roger Berry who 
has campaigned for years on the 
issue. Once again he will submit 
an early day motion demanding 
support for severely disabled 
people’s heating costs. Last 
year’s had over 150 signatories. 

When the Minister for 
Disabled People Maria Eagle 
was questioned by Mr Berry 
about fuel costs during a wider 
debate on disability issues in 
November, she seemed to ignore 
the issue. So DN was glad when 
Ms Eagle rang the office for a 
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telephone interview recently; a 
question on winter fuel 
payments could be slipped in. 
She told DN: “Iam not ina 
position to comment on what 
government policy will be in its 
manifesto.” 

And the other main parties? 

At the November debate 
on disability issues, the 
Conservative representative for 
disabled people Paul Goodman 
said calls to extend winter fuel 
payments were compelling, 
adding: “It seems curious, to 
say the least, that a non- 
disabled person on a relatively 
high income can obtain winter 
fuel payments while a severely 
disabled person on a low 
income cannot.” 

But he countered his 
enthusiasm by saying there was 
“a cost to the tax payer” and 
that nothing could be promised 
until it was cleared internally. 

The Liberal Democrats too, 
while supporting winter fuel 
payments at the last general 
election, have been trying to 
balance the books. 
Spokesperson for disabled 
people Paul Holmes has told 
DN no final decision has been 
made. His advisor Paul 
Hodgson said: “We are in the 
middle of negotiations... | am 
pretty positive.” 

Although readers will have 
to wait until the parties’ 
manifestos are unveiled in the 
spring for news of winter fuel 
payments, this allows time to 
pressure your local MP, 
disability groups and, perhaps 
more importantly, number 
crunchers at the Treasury and 
shadow treasuries. 

Meanwhile, Tina Reeks, a 
30-year-old severely disabled 
woman, tells DN: “I don’t 
know how I am going to pay 
my fuel bills this winter. 

“T have a long wait until I am 
actually a pensioner, even if I 
do feel like an old lady now.” 
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Joy as athlete 
ban Is lifted 


Athletes with learning difficul- 
ties are to be allowed to com- 
pete in the Paralympic Games 
again after a ban barred them 
from last year’s event. 

fii International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC) 
had threatened a complete 
expulsion in a dispute about 
the need for more robust crite- 
ria to measure whether an ath- 
lete has a learning disability, 
but voted by 74 to 18 to contin- 
ue working to find an accept- 
able solution. 

IPC president Phil Craven 
said: “Athletes with an intellec- 
tual disability should gradually 
be ablestomtake part in IPC 
sanctioned competitions in 
order to test the new process.” 

Daniel Pepper, a 15-year old 
swimmer with a learning diffi- 
culty and British world record 
holder, said: “I am so happy 
that we haven’t been banned. 
Competing at the Paralympic 
Games is the biggest thing that 
I could ever hope to do and I 
was really scared that I would 
never get the chance.” 

Nick Parr, chief executive of 
the English Sport Association 


MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS 


Pool of talent: Daniel Pepper and Natalie Massie should both now 
be able to compete at the next Paralympics in Beijing 


for People with a Learning 
Disability, said he was “delight- 
ed” by the decision but added 
that he was still concerned 
about a lack of funding. “We 
urge funding agencies and 
national governing bodies to 
work with us to re-integrate 
athletes into their programmes 
without delay. 

“This has been a devastating 
time for our athletes but 


hopefully one that we can 
begin to work towards putting 
behind us.” 

Meanwhile, the IPC and the 
International Committee of 
Sports for the Deaf, who run 
the Deaflympics, have decided 
to allow athletes with multiple 
impairments to compete in 
both IPC and Deaflympic 
events as long as they meet the 
eligibility criteria. 


Backing the bid 


thens is barely over, but 
pA just six months’ time, 

the International 
Olympic Committee will 
decide who will host the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in 2012. 

The process of bidding for 
a games is not something that 
interests most people, but 
some are asking what they 
will do for the UK. 

To me it is obvious. There 
will be large numbers of 
tourists (both disabled and 
non-disabled); most of the 
nations competing will come 
to the UK several times to 
train and prepare, and it will 
give Paralympians the 
amazing opportunity to 
compete on home ground. 

The bid is exciting and 
looks to me — as someone 
who can get a bit paranoid 
about whether we get 
forgotten — to be truly 
inclusive. At the press launch 
last month there was only one 
occasion (out of about 30) 
where the Olympics was 
mentioned and the 
Paralympics were not. 

All venues have been 


Disabled sport will be a 
winner if London's Olympic 
and Paralympic bid succeeds, 
says Tanni Grey-Thompson 


planned with excellent access; 
the transport system will be 
able to move 250,000 people 
an hour and the 
accommodation will be 
converted to social housing 
afterwards. Everything has 
been thought about. 

Ticket prices for the 
Paralympics are likely to be 
around £15 a day (cheaper 
than the Olympics) and there 
are likely to be concessions 
for school groups of around 
50 per cent. What better way 
to show what disabled 
people can do? 

For the first time serious 
sports buffs will be able to 
buy guaranteed seats (not first 
come, first served) so family 
and friends will know where 
they are sitting every day. 

This is one of the most 
exciting things to happen to 
British sport and to the 
Paralympic movement in the 
UK. If we get the games, it 
will mean money and 
prestige. And most important 
of all, it could also change 
people’s attitudes to 
disability more than we ever 
thought possible. 


Award for double winner 


Double Paralympic gold medal- 
list Natalie Jones has been 
named Young Sportswoman of 
the Year at the Sunday Times 
Sportswoman of the Year 
Awards. 

The 20-year old swimmer 
won two golds in Athens with a 
new world record in the SM6 
200m individual medley and as 
part of the 20 point 4x50m 
medley relay team. 

She said: “I was really sur- 
prised when my name was read 
out. When you’re nominated 
there’s always a voice in the 
back of your head that says 


you’re in with a chance, but I 
didn’t really expect it.” 
Jacqueline Lynn, team man- 
ager and coach of the boccia 
Paralympic team was awarded 
the Unsung Hero title at the 
ceremony and Tanni Grey- 
Thompson was voted third in 
the main Sportswoman of the 


Year award. 

Meanwhile, Paralympic 
quadriplegic singles 
champion Peter Norfolk 


scooped two awards at the 
British Wheelchair Sports 
Foundation British Wheelchair 
Sports Awards. 


Annual world cup confirmed 


More than 40 countries will 
compete in the» first ever 
Paralympic World Cup. 

Details of the Manchester 
event, which was announced at 
the Paralympic Games in 
Athens, 
November. 

The World Cup will be the 
biggest annual multi-sport event 
for elite athletes with a disabili- 
ty, aimed at providing regular 
high quality competition. It will 
be televised by the BBC. 


were unveiled in 


The event will take place 
between 12 and 15 May and will 
feature athletics, basketball, 
track cycling and swimming. 

Phil Lane, chief executive of 
the British Paralympic 
Association, said: “This is a sig- 
nificant event for the Paralympic 
movement in the UK. We have 
always struggled to offer conti- 
nuity to top-level elite disabled 
athletes throughout the four- 
year cycle. Having a World Cup 
every year changes that.” 
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Look who's laughing now 


Simon Stevens’ headmaster once told him 
he’d have to get used to being bullied. A 
decade-and-a-half on, he’s an award- 
winning entrepreneur Nuala Calvi meets him 


imon Stevens was 

thrilled to receive an 

Enterprising Young 

Brits award from 

Chancellor Gordon 
Brown in November, but he 
cringed at being put in the 
competition’s “community” 
category. 

The 30-year-old 
businessman, who set up the 
training, consultancy and 
advocacy business Enable 
Enterprises in 1998 on a budget 
of £10,000, sees himself first and 
foremost as an entrepreneur. 
“Maybe in another ten years a 
disabled person winning won’t 
have to be in the community 
section,” he says. 

Before setting up Enable 
Enterprises, Simon survived on 
“bits and bobs” of consultancy 
work, following a degree in 
manufacturing and business 
studies at Coventry university. 

“T started out on my own, 
just banging on doors — that’s 
what I’ve been doing for the last 
six years,” he says. “People 
didn’t really understand exactly 
what I was doing — no-one did 


PENN 


CV ee 
Simon Stevens 

Born 1974, Margate, Kent 
Educated Forest Community 
School, London 1985-1990 
Collyers Sixth Form 1990-1992 
Coventry University 1992-1996 
Work Founded Enable 
Enterprises, 1988 

Won Enterprising Young Brits 
Community Award 2004 


in those days. It was only six 
years ago yet disability wasn’t a 
big issue compared to now. But 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act existed and there was a need 
for what I was doing, even if 
there wasn’t a want.” 

These days, it is still just him 
and a web designer, but Simon 
is working with companies like 
Royal Mail and Mars, training 
local authorities in disability 
awareness and lecturing at 
universities. 

A particularly lucrative area 
for him is the training of social 
workers. “It’s amazing how 
much help social workers need. 
I got one training contract 
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Even Stevens: Simon celebrating after winning his Enterprising Young Brits award in London 


because I rang the person up 
and they asked for my carer. 
“T teach them about how to 


‘Maybe in another ten 
years a disabled person 
winning won't have to be 
in the community section’ 


be patient, how to adapt their 
language to their clients’ 
language. The biggest mistake 
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is that they assume you need 
help and that they know more 
than you do.” 

One driving force behind 
Simon’s business was due to his 
own frustration with various 
services. Having experienced 
problems with everything from 
getting the right assistance and 
the right “label” to, more 
recently, getting carers to be 
more understanding about 
same-sex relationships, he 
passionately believes in the 
need for disabled people to 
have access to professional 
advocacy. 

There’s clearly a part of him 
that relishes the “sudden 
change in tone” of social 
workers when he steps in as an 
advocate for another disabled 
person and is able to talk their 
language right back at them. 

But he is clear that a bad 
advocate is worse than no 
advocate at all and, in all his 
work, Simon tries to work 
with, rather than against, the 
service providers and 
companies he deals with. 

“A lot of disabled people 
who are disability consultants 
say ‘you’ve got to do this, 
you've got to do that’. Instead, 
I work with people, find out 
where they are coming from 
and what their objectives are.” 

Simon says this as he waves 
at the many acquaintances who 
pass him at the Scope 
headquarters. He is here to 
work on a project called Time 
to Think Equal and is the face 
on a related campaign poster, 
which provides a fitting 
backdrop to the interview. 

It’s not the first time he has 
been involved with the charity. 
Simon was vice chair of Scope’s 
East Midland’s partnership 


committee — until he resigned 
in protest over the unpaid 
nature of the role. “’d become 
an expert on disability and yet 
most of the non-disabled staff 
were paid. I thought ‘why is 
there no help for disabled 
people to get paid jobs?” 

So this time round he took 
the lead. Hearing about the 
recently launched Time to Get 
Equal campaign, he emailed 
Scope bosses telling them they 


should hire him — and they did. 


‘l’d become an expert on 
disability and yet most of 
the non-disabled staff 
were paid. | thought 
‘why is there no help for 
disabled people to get 
paid jobs?’ 


“T believe in the campaign. 
It’s already creating a new 
culture — one of being positive 
about disabled people without 
being patronising. The posters 
are in-your-face and they’ve 
been everywhere,” he says. “And 
I won’t say no to publicity.” 

Simon also says that setting 
up your own consulting 
business can be a great way 
into work for disabled people. 

“You can work from home. 
You can meet your own needs. 
And, nowadays, there are more 
jobs around as things like 
disability officers, so you can 
get relevant experience first and 
then set up on your own witha 
bit of experience behind you. 
That’s something I never had. 

“My headmaster always told 
me: ‘You’re going to be bullied 
all your life, so you’d better get 
used to it’. I think that’s what 
gave me the determination to 
get where I am now.” 
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Closing the Gap 


A formal investigation into health inequalities experienced by 
people with learning disabilities or mental health problems 


Making rights a reality Ga 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Send your letters to the editor 
Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Sex survey and surrogacy 


What a great idea to have a sex 
survey. 

I have read the questionnaire 
and it is very thorough, but it 
leaves out one very important 
side — what about the partners 
of disabled people? 

We also have sexual feelings. 
My wife is blind, can’t talk, eat, 
drink or use her limbs. We 
communicate by her blinking 
once for yes, twice for no. 

Does she feel that ’m 
neglecting her by not having 
intimate relations? For the past 
eight years I have cuddled her 
and told her that I love her more 
today than I did yesterday. We 
renewed our wedding vows on 
our 25th anniversary this year. 

I have decided that for the 
rest of our lives I will suppress 
my sexual necessities for the 
love of my wife. 

Norman Taylor (email) 


I was angry and disappointed 
to read the “UK’s first disability 
sex survey” on the cover of 
December’s DN. 


As one of the architects and 
researchers of the first UK 
survey on disability and 
sexuality undertaken by 
disabled researchers, it seems 
rather insulting that this 
authoritative work was not 
acknowledged. 

The King’s Fund published 
the study undertaken by 
myself, Brenda Robbins and the 
late Millie Hill, entitled She 
Dances To Different Drums. 
The research was preceded by 
work with individual disabled 
women, groups and 
organisations of and for 
disabled people. It explored 
sexual development within the 
Black, lesbian and heterosexual 
communities. 

Your article “Time to Talk 
Sex” highlights the well- 
documented fact that the 
sexual needs of men and women 
are very different. Whilst the 
article may attempt to be 
inclusive, it inevitably focuses 
on the needs of disabled men. 

Sexual surrogacy provides 
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so many opportunities for yet 
more abuse of disabled people. 
It basically says disabled 
people cannot have “normal” 
sex lives and I find no place for 
surrogacy in a world where we 
aim for human rights and 
equality for all. 

Disabled people need an 
opportunity to socialise, to 
grow, learn and work alongside 
their non- disabled peers — an 
integrated society. When we 
can earn a living and afford to 
go for a drink after work, we 
will meet people. 

Kath Gillespie Sells (email) 
Regrettably, we were not aware 
of the 1998 research among dis- 
abled women, which elicited 
181 responses. The national DN 
survey, designed by a disabled 
psychologist, targets both sexes — 
Editor. 


a 
NHS ignores 
lesser known 
disabilities 
As someone with hypermobility 
syndrome (HMS), I was referred 
to a gym to strengthen my 
joints in a bid to prevent further 
injuries. It worked a treat, but 
when the referral period ended, 
so did my gym visits. 

Knowing how such simple 
tasks as walking down the 
uneven street can cause 
aggravation, I tried to get the 
period increased so I could stop 
my muscles weakening again. 

This failed, leaving me with 
the prospect of paying at least 
£40 a month for a gym member- 
ship — quite an investment for 
a part-time civil servant. 

I have managed to become a 
member of my workplace gym 
for a very attractive price, but 
how can the NHS turn away 
those who are just beginning to 
return to fitness? 

The scheme highlights how 
the NHS treats lesser known 
disabilities such as HMS as a 
simple injury. They think that 
someone can just “rehabilitate” 
and get on with their lives, rather 
than needing ongoing treatment. 

We pay national insurance, so 
don’t we deserve to get ongoing 


help without having to pay extra? 


Edward Carmody 
Cambridge 


Don’t go missing the point 


There may be over 60 proper- 
ties in the UK that have hoists 
available (DN December), but 
how many are available at short 
notice for just a night or two? 
Three was the reply Tourism 
For All gave us. 

“Specialist equipment to be 
standard” is not what we are 


back chat 


@ DN got an insight into the 
misspent youth of DRC chair 
Bert Massie at a Nacro 
conference last month. He 
described how, as a young man, 
he always knew that police 
stations and magistrates courts 
were inaccessible and so, no 
matter how bad his behaviour, 
he was always “going to get off”. 
Now, he says, “all these places 
have become accessible and I 
am thinking about whether this 
is a good thing.” 

He also described a brush 
with former Radio One DJ 
Jimmy Saville. Asked “How 
long have you been in a 
wheelchair?” he replied: “Since 
this morning. I was in bed last 


night.” 


@ Latest shock/horror from 
The People (5 December), under 


calling for. We suggest a pilot 
scheme of 20 equipped rooms 
countrywide. We always 
emphasise we are lobbying for 
provision proportional to need. 
And on “health and safety”, 
why is this only a problem in 
mainstream hotels? 
Barry Baines & Christine Allen 


“Wyman fan’s satisfaction”: 
“Brave Jackie Barker was 
thrilled when her hero Bill 
Wyman sent her a special 
birthday present — a signed 
guitar. The former Rolling 
Stone also posted a card to the 
multiple sclerosis victim, 61, 
who is confined to a 
wheelchair....” Will they read 
our Hacked Off leaflet (p24)? 


@ David Blunkett’s tricky two 
weeks have offered the media 
some choice naughty morsels, 
such as The Sun’s “Blind men 
make better lovers” (8 Dec), in 
which one Liam O’Carrol says 
“The sex I’ve had since I lost 
my sight has been the best of 
my life.” Blunkett was once 
work-shadowed for a day by 
DN’ Rod Hermeston: meetings, 
meetings, but no mistresses. 


by Chris Morley 


I would like to make a point 
about the lack of youth clubs, 
social groups, and so on, for 
disabled teenagers. 

Iam 17 and have a mild 
form of cerebral palsy. I have 
been trying unsuccessfully to 
find a place where I can meet 
other young people with 
disabilities. 

All the clubs I tried seemed 
to be aimed at the very young 
or elderly. So I contacted 
Fareham Borough Council. 
They could only suggest a 
swimming group for disabled 
people. This was not for me. 

I tried looking around 
college. My tutor mentioned a 
multi sport club and although 
this is now up and running, it 
is poorly supported. 

I attended a few Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award meetings. 
These started promisingly. but 
then a 10 kilometre walk was 
mentioned. My inability to 
walk long distances in a short 
time ruled me out. I was told of 
a similar group, which catered 
for disabled people, but I have 
heard nothing more since. 

So I turned to part-time 
work. I filled in many 
application forms and attended 
interviews. But they always 
ended in disappointment. 

Iam sure this story will be 
familiar to many DN readers. 

My view on social and 
leisure clubs is that more 
should be done to 
accommodate disabled users. 
I would be keen to see a more 
inclusive policy so that disabled 
and non-disabled people can 
mix freely. This would make for 
a better environment. 

In so many cases I have seen, 
if disabled people try to 
interact with non-disabled 
people they are almost always 
excluded or patronised by 
people who “talk down” to 
them. 

But there are some clubs 
I have attended, such as after 
school and college activities, 
where everyone is made to feel 
welcome. This should happen 
in all youth clubs. 
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Value judgment 


~~ Abortion laws that make the termination of impaired foetuses 


d 
oe 
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\ 
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couple of months ago, 
during a report I 
presented for 
ewsnight on BBC 2 
Sir John Sulston, the 2002 
Nobel Prize winner for 
Physiology or Medicine, spoke 
about aborting impaired 
foetuses. He said: “I would say 
if we can select children who 
are not going to be severely 
disadvantaged then we should 
do so. But I think it has to be 
done by voluntary choice...” 
Currently the law says the 
deadline for an abortion is 24 
weeks, unless tests indicate that 
the foetus may be impaired, in 
which case an abortion can be 
carried out right up to the due 
date. Since the broadcast, I’ve 
lost count of the number of 
people who’ve remarked that 
they didn’t realise ideas like 
Sulston’s were still around. 
Sulston justifies his view by 
claiming scientific objectivity. 
But his argument is 
fundamentally subjective, as it 
depends on what we think is a 
“severe disadvantage”. There is 
a history of basing 
discrimination on biological 
differences, such as being 


female, black, disabled, and so 
on. It could be argued that 
people from any of these 
categories will experience severe 
disadvantages because of society. 

But while it is considered 
unacceptable to abort foetuses 
on gender or race grounds, it is 
now commonplace to 
terminate foetuses with 
predicted impairments. 

I believe this is down to sheer 
prejudice. It is still commonly 
assumed that disabled people’s 


‘Why does the medical 
profession ignore 
positive first hand 
accounts of living with 
impairment by instead 
continually pushing a 
eugenicist agenda?’ 


quality of life is somehow less. 
Not so long ago, the same was 
said about women and black 
people’s lives. 

Furthermore, it could be 
argued that children born into 
families in poverty will be 
“severely disadvantaged” 
compared to their wealthier 
counterparts. Does this mean 
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| “Candid” one. Here goes: 


| The DN sex survey seems to be such 
| a success that I have decided to do a 


1. Are you a hunk aged 18-28? yes/no | 


commonplace are based on the concept that disabled 
wa. People’s lives have less value, writes Laurence Clark 


that poorer couples should also 
be exercising the “voluntary 
choice” advocated by Sulston 
for disabled couples? 

“Choice” can be an 
ambiguous word in medical 
circles. | completely respect a 
woman’s right to choose, but 
maintain that the deadline for 
abortion should be the same, 
irrespective of impairment. 
Crucially, choices are dependent 
on information, and by 
presenting tragic portrayals of 
disabled people’s lives, medics 
are denying parents a truly 
informed choice. It is 
scandalous that bleak scenarios, 
similar to the one presented to 
my mother 30 years ago, are 
still around today. 

You have to ask yourself why 
disabled adults aren’t involved 
in the production of 
information for prospective 
parents. Why hasn’t a peer 
support service been 
established by the NHS so that 
prospective parents can talk to 
disabled adults with the same 
impairment as their child? Why 
does the medical profession 
ignore positive first hand 
accounts of living with 


Happy family: Laurence and wife Adele with their son Tom 


impairment by instead 
continually pushing a 
eugenicist agenda? 

I agree that as a disabled 
person I experience 
disadvantage. However this has 
nothing to do with how my 
body works. It is caused by 
inaccessible housing, transport 
and services. Furthermore, I 
believe I’m “severely 
disadvantaged” by living in a 
world where eugenicist views 
such as Sulston’s are given 
credence. I really struggle to 
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understand the mentality of a 
father of two, who disputes the 
right of another social group to 
bring children into this world. 
His outlook is at odds with 
article eight of the Human 
Rights Act, which guarantees the 
right to respect for family life. 
The right to procreate and 
start a family should not be 
dictated by the medical 
profession. 
e Laurence and Adele’s son 
Tom was born on 11 
November 2004. 
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one of my new year’s resolutions. God, I sound like Bridget : 
of tubular framed wheelchairs 


Jones. Apart from the fact that I don’t smoke 100 cigarettes and 
I don’t drink 100 units of alcohol a day, and I’m not fat so I with no welding or special tools. 


don’t worry about my weight (although I do worry when my 
mates and PAs go green when they pick out my size eight 
clothes). And I won’t have to train an American actress to talk 
with an English accent (communication aid users always have | 
American accents). 
Here are my other new year’s resolutions. I will: 

1. Do my university work on time; a boring but important 
| resolution that I probably won’t keep. 

2. Make sure my cat stays thin, not blow up like a balloon! Oe ; 
3. Possibly make friends with some geeks who could make a 2 .. ER “ , Were 


| more human voice for communication aids. | 2 >" 

| 4. Get a full-time PA, preferably a live-in one, if anyone would | 0 4 935 87 
=a W 
a OTHER WO 


like to live with me. Even my dear mum hates being in the same 

house as me! 

| So those are my new year’s resolutions, I hope you have some 

good ones and you will keep them. 

May [also suggest that for a particular Stamford Hill cp 

| charity shop, a great resolution for you will be getting 

rid of your step. 
| 
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The year that was 


2004 was the year DN and disability legislation came of age. Simon Minty misses the irresponsibility of the past 
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Give us our cannabis. _, 
Striking Survey results “i 


Disabled People, announced 
details of the Draft Disability 
Bill and promised a 
“massive improvement” in 
disabled people's rights. 
The bill included an 
obligation on public bodies 
to promote equality of 
opportunity for disabled — 
people. Bert Massie, chair 
of the Disability Rights 
Commission, said this 
would have “seismic 
implications”. 

e The public appeared to 
have become more disabili- 
ty aware when complaints 
forced The Sun newspaper 
to change its front page 
headline about boxer Frank 


Locked Up” to “Sad Bruno 
in Mental Home”. 

e Paralympian Tanni Grey- 
Thompson said it was time 
to make “tough decisions” 
over who should manage 
disability sport as there 
were too many governing 
bodies that cross sports 
and disabilities. 


JANUARY 


e Maria Eagle, Minister for — 


Gareth Duke, winner of the SB6 100m breaststroke, in Athens 


fter 


FEBRUAR 
@ Government guidelines to 
make care charges fairer left 
the majority of disabled 
people worse off. One man 
saw his charges leap from 
£12 to £112 an hour. 

e London mayor Ken 
Livingstone told the 
Disability Capital conference 
he was “incredibly shocked” 
by the scale of physical and 
verbal assaults suffered by 
disabled Londoners. But he 
appears to have done little 
in the way of action since. 

© DN’s relationship special 
caused a flurry of calls and 
letters from readers, which 
later prompted us to launch 
Our Sex survey. 


ISSO, gape 


e Our football stadium 
survey showed that 
Premiership teams have a 
long way to go to reach the 
top of the access league. 
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isability Now celebrated 
[ ) 20th birthday in 2004 

leaving its teenage years 
behind, while the Disability 
Discrimination Act also 
matured, meaning goods and 
service providers as well as 
employers have had to improve 
access for disabled people. 

As barriers are removed and 
as we grow up, is the angst and 
rebellion fading? Are we getting 
older and wiser? Let’s look at 
the evidence from the past 
twelve months. 

The Paralympics were 
awesome in smashing barriers 
around perception. Full marks 
to the BBC for improved 
coverage on screen, radio and 
the internet. The best event for 
me was watching presenter 
Colin Jackson struggle with his 
own disregard for the athletes. 
Thankfully, Clare Balding was 
effortless and relaxed — the 


mature one. 


MARCH 


e DN celebrated its twenti- 
eth birthday with praise 
from Maria Eagle who con- 
gratulated us on our birth- 
day and said “long may it 
continue”. 

e Tom Shakespeare’s 
glimpse into the future — 
part of our birthday special 
— revealed a world twenty 
years from now populated 
by robotic assistance dogs 
and rocket-powered 
wheelchairs. 

e The BBC announced new 
targets to improve the 
portrayal of disabled people 
on its channels. 

e DJ Troi Lee continued to 
build his clubbing empire 
with the launch of a club 
night for deaf people born 
out of frustration at being 
excluded from mainstream 


4 club culture. 


e Mark Haddon won the 
Whitbread Book of the Year 
Award for his novel about a 
boy with Asperger’s 
Syndrome, The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time. 
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Happy twentieth: Laurence Clark at DN’s birthday celebrations 


But does showing disabled 
athletes go towards the BBC’s 
new targets for disabled 
representation on screen? 
Certainly the film Every Time 
You Look at Me with Mat 
Fraser and Lisa Hammond did. 
The story reminded us that as 
disabled people we have our 
own prejudices too, against one 
another. Again it showed more 


maturity, if we’re being 
comfortable and honest with 
ourselves. 

There was also artist Alison 
Lapper, who was chosen to sit 
naked, pregnant and disabled 
in Trafalgar Square. A statue of 
her that is, not real life, (it 
might be a bit cold I would 
imagine). What was the 
resulting media discussion 
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" BCODP chiet 
_ joins up 


Np 
2 Trafalgar Squi 


APRIL 


e The disabled people’s 
movement was “shocked” 
by Andy Rickell’s move from 
The British Council of 
Disabled People to Scope. 

e The BBC stuck to its 
promise of increasing its 
portrayal of disabled people 
by showing prime-time 
drama Every Time You 
Look At Me, starring Mat 
Fraser and Lisa Hammond. 
e Campaigners welcomed 
new government measures 
to cut blue badge abuse, 
which would see non-dis- 
abled drivers fined up to 
£1,000 for abusing disabled 
parking bays but the fine 
has yet to come into force. 
e Athletes with learning dif- 
ficulties were banned from 
competing in the 
Paralympics, following 
cheating by the Spanish 
Basketball team at the 
Sydney 2000 games. 

e Readers Howard Cook 
and Laura Shipton-Ashwell 
got engaged after meeting 
through DN’s personal 
column. Time for the hats! 


“i 
| 
& a 


— 


MAY 

e Disabled women 
welcomed the news that 
Mark Quinn's sculpture of 
artist Alison Lapper at eight 
months pregnant was to 
occupy the fourth plinth in 
Trafalgar Square. 

e The end of the United 
Kingdom Disabled People’s 
Parliament seemed nigh as 
the organisers revealed they 
had spent £119,000 on one 
meeting and there was little 
chance of any more cash. 

e Andy Rickell told DN he 
believed Scope should shut 
all its special schools and 
care homes. 

e Leonard Cheshire’s head 
of external policy John 
Knight delivered a petition 
with a horse-drawn hearse to 
the government, calling for a 
2017 end-date for accessible 
trains. Without this, 
he said, he 
would be dead 
before he 
could 
get ona 
train. 


disabilitynow 


@ Scope launched its high- 
profile Time to Get Equal 
campaign to end 
discrimination against 
disabled people, backed by 
Nelson Mandela. 

e Neil Betteridge, head of 
public affairs at Arthritis 
Care, tried to reassure 
supporters when he set out 
his plans to change Arthritis 
Care to a political 
campaigning organisation. 
e The Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club and the 
Disabled Drivers’ 
Association were round the 
table again as talks resumed 
about a possible merger 
between the two groups. 
Six months on, talks are 
still going on. 

e An organisational error 
almost ruined the London 
Wheelchair Marathon when 
Saul Mendoza of Mexico 
(left), who was winning, 
was taken off course by an 
official motorbike. Luckily, 
he was so far ahead that no 
one could have caught him. 
The race results stood. 
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A year on the campaign trail 


Movers and shakers: Andy Rickell (/eft), who surprised the disabili- 
ty world by joining Scope, and a dancer at the Liberty Festival 


actually about — her nudity, her 


pregnancy or her being 
disabled? There was some 


development, but next time the 
debate should be about her art. 


The Liberty Festival of 


disability arts, also in Trafalgar 
Square, was remarkable and 
packed with talent. No need 
anymore for the patronising 
“happy clappy club” as ability 
shone through. Oh and Lloyds 
TSB had a stand there, talking 
social model. How established 


are we? 
The biggest surprise was 


pale Ziri¢l if 
Wissoled prsouees guulsiied bulee 


JULY 


e Campaigners welcomed 
government concessions on 
the Draft Disability 
Discrimination Bill but said 
it did not go far enough. 

e Subsequently, 40 activists 
from the Disabled People’s 
Direct Action Network 
demanded more support to 
get improvements in the bill 
by occupying the Disability 
Rights Commission’s 
(DRC’s) Manchester offices. 
e Gulf war veteran Alex 
Izett called off his hunger 
strike after hearing there 
was to be an independent 
public enquiry into 

Gulf War Syndrome. 

e Disabled voters again 
faced huge problems 
getting to the ballot box to 
vote in the European and 
local elections. The Green 
Party was the only UK-wide 
political party to produce an 
accessible manifesto. 

e DN revealed how disabled 
prisoners were paying twice 
for their crimes as “record 
numbers” were living in 
inaccessible buildings. 


The Baywatch campaign aims to end the 
abuse of disabled parking spaces by non- 
disabled drivers. Run by the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, the Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club, DN and the British Polio Fellowship, the 
campaign has concentrated on supermarkets. In 
the summer we held our first awards, won overall 
by Asda, and produced a report on good practice 
for the Department of Transport. There is still 
plenty of abuse, so the battle goes on. 


time they did. 


. a made available on prescription to disabled a 
people. The government’s drug regulatory 
agency, the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency, is currently debating whether 
to licence a cannabis spray for people with 
multiple sclerosis, but after 21 months, they have 
still not made a decision. The campaign will 
continue putting pressure on the government to 
licence the spray. \ 


S 


Cults 


; : We want Cannabis for medicinal use to be 


Andy Rickell leaving the British 
Council of Disabled People to 
join Scope and then Rachel 
Hurst joining forces with the 
same charity for a campaign. 
Later in the year, the Employers 
Forum on Disability, the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
Scope and Remploy jointly 
sponsored an event. What is 
going on? Are we getting too 
sensible and grown-up now? 
Sometimes I do miss being 
petulant and irresponsible. 
Simon Minty is a disability and 
diversity consultant 


raised to ten years. 


The Winter Fuel campaign has been 
lobbying the government since 1999 to 
extend winter fuel payments to severely 
disabled people, which would mean an extra £200 a 
year. It still refuses and in December said it would 
increase payment for older pensioners from next 
year. DN will step up its campaign to highlight that 
these disabled people are amongst the most 
fuel-poor in the country and must not be ignored. 


Fee fall § 
Liberty festival 
reviewed 
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ie big debate 


OCTOBER 


@ Debate raged about 
assisted dying, euthanasia 
-and DN's independence, 


and the media” an 
NOVEMBER 
e New Work and Pensions 


Minister Alan Johnson 
denied the government had 


a 


AUGUST 
e The government threw 
out key recommendations 


of a parliamentary commit- 
p 


tee set up to scrutinise the following the appearance plans to get disabled 
Disability Discrimination ofacontroversial people off incapacity benefit 
Bill, including the demand pro-euthansia insert in at the Labour Party 


conference. Whether he 
will keep his promise 
remains to be seen. 

e At their conference, the 
Tories said there would be 
no more closures of special 
schools under a 
Conservative government. 
e The Paralympic Games 
won new fans, thanks to 
daily BBC television and 
radio broadcasts from 
Greece. Team GB returned 
home with 35 golds. 

It was payback time for 
the men’s basketball team, 
who missed out on 
bronze at Sydney, when 
they beat the Netherlands 
by 82 points to 66 to 

take bronze. 

e “Access not all areas” 
was our verdict when we 
asked readers across the 
country what difference 
DDA day had made. 


the newspaper. 
e Bert Massie said the 
planned Single Equality 
Commission must have at 
least one disabled 
commissioner on the board 
and a statutory disability 
committee with policy and 
powers on disability issues. 
e Paula Sage (below), who 
has Down's Syndrome, told 
DN that she wanted to 
become a full-time actress 
2 after landing a lead role in 
the critically acclaimed 
Brit-flick Afterlife. Meanwhile 
Inside I’m Dancing was criti- 
cised for casting two non- 
its disabled 
actors in 
» the lead 
roles. 


that landlords be prevented 
from blocking adaptations 
to homes. The DRC said 
this would cause thousands 
of disabled people to suffer 
“incalculable” anxiety. 

e Paralympic athletes were 
angry when they found out 
their official sponsor Adidas 
was supplying kit to non- 
disabled athletes free of 
charge but would only 
provide the Paralympic kit 
at a reduced rate. 

e Dr lan Gibson, chair of a 
parliamentary select 
committee, demanded a 
review of the law that allows 
abortions of disabled 
foetuses to take place up to 
the full term of pregnancy. 
e DNrelaunched its web- 
site at a glitzy bash at the 
House of Lords. Since 
August, visitor numbers 
have more than trebled. 


( The Flight Rights campaign aims to 
“_~ put an end to wheelchair damage 

by airlines. In March 2003, the 
government published a voluntary code of 
practice for the air travel industry, which 
included measures to prevent damage, but 
problems have persisted. The government has 
said that if airlines do not abide by the code then 
they will introduce legislation. DN thinks it is 


_ Our Justice for Survivors campaign 
~~ calls for tougher sentences for 

people who harm adults with learning 
difficulties and mental health problems. Proposed 
legislation should raise the maximum sentence 
for ill-treatment and neglect from two to five years 
in prison but DN still hopes sentences can be 


@ Hacked Off works to improve media 
representation of disabled people and 
get more disabled journalists working in 
the media. We have called on all national 
newspapers to sign up to our pledge on this, 
but only The Guardian and The Observer have 
done so — we hope to get more in 2005. 

DN has produced a leaflet on the terminology 
journalists should use when writing about 
disabled people and we will be keeping an 

eye on newspapers to judge its impact. 


hion un 


DECEMBER 
@ RADAR will become 
Britain’s leading disability 
organisation and move away 
from its conservative roots, 
according to chairman 
designate Phil Friend. 

e DN launched an in-depth 
survey on sex and relation- 
ships and investigated the 
use of sex workers. This 
revealed the story of a man 
in his 70s who died without 
ever having had a sexual 
experience. 

@ The stars issued their 
Christmas wish-lists. Among 
them, comedian Laurence 
Clark asked for some 

Star Wars figures, while 
presenter Ade Adepitan 
asked for some socks and 
Old Spice (along with the 
obligatory world peace). 

@ The RNIB announced it 
would be closing its two 
remaining hotels, saying 
that guest numbers were 
falling. A petition of 1,000 
names failed to reverse the 
decision. 

e Review of the year 
compiled by Lucy Glynn 
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Mind your language 


\  @ DN's Hacked Off campaign steps up a gear this month 
with the distribution of 30,000 leaflets to journalists and 
‘\. editors about how to refer to disability. Nuala Calvi reports 


N has joined forces 

with the National 

Union of Journalists 

(NUJ) to launch new 
professional guidelines on the 
reporting of disability issues, 
in what is hoped will be a 
major step towards stamping 
out media misrepresentation 
of disabled people. 

Hacked Off — A Journalist’s 
Guide to Disability (right), 
should become the 
industry standard H 
for writing and 
speaking about 
disabled people and 
will be distributed to 
over 30,000 NUJ 
members this month. 

The guide, written 
in consultation with 
15 key disabled 


people’s 


's 


organisations, 
including RADAR and 
the British Council of 
Disabled People, sets 
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out the terms disabled people 
prefer as well as those to avoid. 

It also provides tips for 
journalists about steering clear 
of stereotypes such as the “brave 
but tragic” disabled person and 
gives contacts for organisations 
run by disabled people. 

NUJ chief executive Jeremy 
Dear called it a “much-needed 
wake-up call” for the industry 

and a “major step 

towards tackling the 
discrimination faced 
by millions of 
people”. 
Bob Satchwell, 
chief executive of the 
Society of Editors, 
one of several bodies 
backing DN’s 
Hacked Off 
campaign to get 
more disabled 
people into the 

media and to 


potter 


alists — 2 vital 


improve 
representation, 


urged editors to distribute the 
guide throughout their 
newsrooms. 

According to DN’s research 
for the project, campaigners 
believe the media relies too 
heavily on emotive language to 
talk about disability, which is 
inappropriate for the vast 
majority of disabled people 
who just want to get on with 
their lives. Terms such as 
“crippled”, “sufferer” and 
“wheelchair-bound” are 
particularly unpopular. 

“A wheelchair, for most 
people who use it, is a means of 
mobility and freedom, 
therefore it’s not something 
negative — bound by —it’sa 
tool for access. These words 
maintain negative stereotypes 
which lead to discrimination 
and indeed violence,” says 
Richard Rieser of Disability 
Equality in Education. 

He adds: “Crippled is a 
pejorative term — it means to be 


Supporting the guidelines: Tara Flood and Jeremy Dear 


without power. Most disabled 
people can do a great deal — 
they just do it in different ways. 

“Victim is the same as 
sufferer; it assumes there’s 
some kind of punishment going 
on. Most disabled people don’t 
see it like that. It’s just luck of 
the draw and by the time most 
people are 80, the majority will 
be disabled. 

Tara Flood, of Disability 
Awareness 1n Action, agrees, 
saying: “There shouldn’t be an 
assumption that disabled 
people are ‘suffering from’... 
for most disabled people it isn’t 
our impairments that make life 


difficult, it’s the disablist 
attitudes of society.” 

Instead, the guide suggests 
using “disabled people” or 
describing someone as 
“having” an impairment, 
which emphasizes that people 
are disabled by barriers 
within society. 

It also suggests using neutral 
terms such as “wheelchair 
user” and reminds journalists 
that impairments don’t need 
mentioning unless they are 
relevant to a story. 

e The guide can be 
downloaded for free at: 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


New powerful, economical turbo 
diesel engines, 130 & 

174bhp, 6 speed manual or 

6 speed auto gearbox's. 


THE ALL NEW 
VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 


USED CARAVELLES IN STOCK 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel provide 
factory built people carriers, 

specially for the needs of 
the wheelchair traveller. 


Twin sliding doors as standard on 
all Caravelle models. Choices of 
lifts; underfloor to side or inboard to 
rear. Many new standard 

features on the SE Caravelle. 


IS09001| nde 


REGISTERED COMPANY QUALITY 


MANAGEMENT 
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JOHN KILLICK 


nticipation rises as the 
wheelchair accessible 
cab drops us off at the 
pier in Vancouver. 

The cab is quite a novelty. 
We have spent the last three 
weeks travelling from New 
York, where we were told there 
were accessible cabs but saw 
none, via New Orleans, where 
they don’t exist, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco (we were on 
trains), and Seattle, where 24 
hours’ notice was required. It is 
great to be in Canada. 

This is the first season 
that the company 
Holland/America has had a 
ship suitable for wheelchair 
passengers. We catch the 
Volendam’s last cruise. 

We have an outside cabin 
with a picture window, a large 
bed, a sitting area big enough 
to spin a wheelchair and an 
ensuite bathroom with plenty 
of grab handles and a walk-in 
shower. Facilities aboard 
include several bars, a 
cinema/theatre, casino, library, 
games area, swimming pools, 
etc. There are no steps and the 
four banks of lifts are set about 
equal distance apart 
throughout the ship. 

The passage up to Juneau, 
Alaska, takes three days. We 
are heading for the Seymour 
Narrows. The dreaded lifeboat 
drill is carried out — at least we 
now know that Roma will 
float. Pity about her wheelchair. 

On the evening of the second 
day, we hit a bit of rough water. 
I have seen the Isle of Man 
ferries roll more in the Mersey 
Channel. We start dinner with 
six people at the table. By the 
time the main course is 
finished, Roma and | are on our 
own. The Philippino stewards 
are playing at staggering 
amongst the almost empty 
tables. Later, we found the 


From here to there: Vancouver (top); Roma and John on Mt 
Roberts (centre); Margerie glacier, and husky at Ketchikan (below) 


bars beautifully quiet. 

We pass the Sawyer glacier 
at nine the next morning. By 
midday we are entering the 
Gastineau Channel, when we 
spot our first pod of Orcas 
(killer whales) about two miles 
away; we see some spouting 
and tail-flukes in the distance. 

As we enter Juneau, Roma 
and I spot a cable car heading 
up into the clouds. We decide 
to risk the weather and explore 
once the ship has docked. 

Since 9/11 the Americans 
have become very nervous. We 
go through the familiar X-ray 
machines; a steward helps us 
down an extremely steep gang- 
way, and we are on the pier. 

The Mount Roberts 
Tramway leaves from just round 
the corner. It lifts us 3,000 feet 
into the mountains. At the top 
we find an information centre, a 
tourist shop, a restaurant, a 
cinema showing an interesting 
film about the local Indian 
tribes, a viewing platform and 


forest trails — definitely not for 
wheelchairs. The view of the 
mountains, fiord and the small 
town below is beautiful, and the 
restaurant does a great clam 


chowder. 

A lot of people get off at 
Skagway, our next stop, to go 
on excursions, but we decide 
on a relaxed day aboard. The 
Volendam sails for Glacier Bay 
that evening. 

Early next morning the ship 
picks up two park rangers who 
are going to give a commentary. 
The scenery is now fantastic. I 
have said that the Highlands of 
Scotland cannot be bettered, 
but I must admit Glacier Bay 
and the inside passage come a 
very close second. We pass the 
Johns Hopkins glacier — 
impressive, but we haven’t seen 
the Margerie glacier yet. The 
captain takes his ship right into 
the end of the fiord to come 
within a few yards of the 
Margerie and Grand Pacific 
glaciers. The sea is starting to 


Northern sights 


Over the next three months, DN readers will reveal a host of holiday ideas — from the exotic and pricey to the 
local and affordable. John Killick begins by recounting his experiences Cruising the icy waters of Canada 


freeze over; it looks like a thick 
soup. On the beach nearby, a 
young brown bear comes down 
to look us over. Bald eagles 
soar overhead. Bits of floating 
ice bang against the hull. Now I 
know why this is the last cruise 
of the year. 

At about 4.30 we drop off 
the park rangers and set course 
for Cape Decision. We head for 
dinner and an evening spent 
listening to a Hungarian trio. 
By morning we are in the 
Revillagigedo Channel, heading 
for the port of Ketchikan. 

Ketchikan looks like a 
Western film set. We just have 
to go and have a look. Every 
second shop is a jeweller. We 
spot a furrier and pop in. End 
of season sale: fur coats for 
three thousand dollars. We 
head across to the Ketchikan 
museum which covers local 
history and industries. Two 
hours later we wander on. 
Down by the harbour we find 
horse-drawn buses with 
huskies on the driving 


Bike 


platforms and a red London bus. 
Back on board, it is a two 
day cruise back to Vancouver. 
With better weather, the inside 
passage really reveals its beauty. 
In the Johnstone Strait we spot 
another pod of Orcas, again at 
longish range. We watch, 
fascinated, as a school of 
porpoises races at the ship 
before hurtling round the bows 
and diving under the keel. 
Vancouver is a favourite city 
of mine. Stanley Park has one 
of the best sea life centres, the 
Vancouver Aquarium. In a very 
large tank live a pod of five 
Beluga whales. At last we can 
see what whales look like. 
The cruise on Holland/America’s 
Volendam costs £800 per person 
(prices vary depending on season 
and type of accommodation) via 
Keith Smith of Global Star 
Travel, tel: 0870 740 9100, email: 
travel@global-star-travel.co.uk 
If anyone can help on accessible 
taxis in the US, please contact 
John Killick, tel: 0191 416 3172, 
J Killick2214@compuserve.com 


Norfolk Disabled-Friendly Cottages 


Stable Cottage Old Cart Shed 


VISIT NORFOLK 
DISABLED 
FRIENDLY 
COTTAGES 


AND DISCOVER 
THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN 
US AND 


Sandringham. 


The Crew Yard 


We offer disabled-friendly holiday cottages — an ideal 
base to visit the beautiful countryside of West Norfolk 
and close to the coast at Hunstanton and Brancaster. 
They are also close to the Royal Estate of 


e The cottages have level access, no ramps or steps. 
Owl Barn has full disabled facilities on the ground 


floor. Each cottage has its own garden. 


¢ The cottages have kitchens designed for wheelchair 
users as well as family and carers, roll in shower-rooms 
with grab rails etc and are oil fired central heating. 


LORD NELSON 


° Dogs and smokers welcome. 


www.norfolkdisabled-friendlycottages.co.uk 
Tel: 01485 578603 
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A few home truths 


DN readers give a thumbs up or thumbs down to places they've seen or stayed at in the UK 


My mother is a wheelchair user and would like to visit 
Blackpool for a weekend. My father died a few weeks ago and it 
was their favourite holiday destination. When I contacted the 
Tourist Board, they had only one hotel which could accommodate 
a wheelchair user who has no walking ability. I find this totally 


unacceptable. 


Sited on an open and picturesque part of the North West coast, 
the project by the 
Active8 hotel group, has 
not been without 
controversy; some local 
residents and business 
people have even asked 
what problems visiting 
disabled people may 
bring to the area. 
Claire Wimbolkt, 


project manager, says that from the start they consulted many 
groups, including the Disability Rights Commission, to ensure 
that the conversion conforms with disability legislation. Even 
local health and safety and fire regulation staff were unclear about 
some aspects because a conversion of this type hasn’t been done 
before. 

“| thought the information we needed to do all this work 


would be easily accessible,” says Clare, “But it isn’t. I now 


understand how difficult it is for disabled people to cope at times. | 


“We are actually writing the book about building regulations 
for a fully accessible family based hotel for all disabled people.” 
The hotel will have 26 rooms, including suites available for self- 
catering. There will also be a small conference facility. 
For more information, telephone 01253 780983. 


disabilitynow January 2005 


Tel: 01768 772255 
Fax: 01768 771920 


calvert.keswick@dial.pipex.com 
Registered Charity Number 270923 


lronbridge Gorge museums really care 


John Clancy from 
Sittingbourne, 
| Kent, writes: 
_ My wife longed to see the 
| Ironbridge Gorge in Shropshire 
but, being disabled, I was 
dubious. It was where the 
Industrial Revolution began. 
I figured access would be a 
nightmare for any disabled 
_ visitor. 
Today the Gorge is 
_ spectacular and beautiful and 


_ covers an area of six square 
miles. It has ten museums 
spread along the banks of the 
River Severn. They include the 
famous iron bridge (right) and 
tollhouse, the pipe museum, 
Coalport china museuem (right), tile museum, Darby houses, and the 
50-acre site of Blists Hill Victorian town. Transport between each 

is a must. 

| The tourist information guide, Getting Around the Museums 
_—an Access Guide for Visitors with Special Needs, gives the most 

_ comprehensive advice I have ever seen. 


Each site and its 
amenities have access 
star ratings. Three stars 


ae, 


f 
i 


= S 


unaccompanied 


rsa) 
wheelchair user; two 


walk. 


feeling. Few objects are 


lust, frosd 


Outdoor Activity Centres 
for people with disabilities 
their families and friends 


HOLIDAYS, COURSES, RESPITE CARE 
AND SELF CATERING IN ENGLANDS 
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIDE 


& 
“All with our qualif ed 
and experienced staff. 


Kielder Exmoor 


Tel: 01434 250232 Tel: 01598 763221 
Fax: 01434 250015 Fax: 01598 763063 


enquiries@calvert-kielder.com exmoor@calvert-trust.org.uk 
Registered Charity Number 511851 Registered Charity Number 1005776 


www.Ccalvert-trust.org.uk 


means it is suitable for an 


stars for an accompanied 
wheelchair user, and one star fae dicse who can 


In the museums the emphasis is on touching and 


in glass cases. Demonstrators 


explain fully and give you the opportunity to feel. 


There are large print 


| guides. A few of the 


museums are unsuitable for 
visually impaired people, but 


_ by bringing a sighted 


companion with you, you’ll 
still have a worthwhile 
experience. 

Reception staff are 
trained in the Sympathetic 
Hearing Scheme and a 
British Sign Language guide 
is available at weekends by 
arrangement. There are 


_ induction loops at the Blists 


Hill site and at the Visitors 


' and Tourist Information 
_ centres. 


Wheelchairs are available 
for loan. 

Such is Ironbridge’s 
attention to detail that they 
will even supply thick 


handled cutlery, special 
_ needs crockery and non-slip 


mats in all tea-rooms and 
restaurants. 

I think the Ironbridge 
Gorge Museums Trust has 
surpassed itself in its 
awareness of our needs. 
Tel: 01952 433522, website: 
www.ironbridge.org.uk, 
email info@iron 


bridge.org.uk 
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‘Cool out in Cornwall » | (Can't Seelthe sea 


DN reader Norman Jacob reports: 

My wife and I had only a short break at 
Sunnyvale in October, but it gave us the very 
best accessible accommodation we have stayed at and 
_we are planning to return next year. 

| Sunnyvale is in the hamlet of Hewaswater, near St 
Austell, close to the Eden Project. 

The accessible rooms are in an annexe ina 
courtyard behind the main cottage. There is a wide 
| front door, and you notice immediately how newly deconned See is aad how spacious too. 

Our room had a kingsize bed that can be accessed from either side by a wheelchair user. There was a 

tv and video with remote controls, and even a blank video tape so you can record a programme if you 
want to. Among the tourist information was a list of toilets accessible with the RADAR key, A bell | 


Derek Wheel writes: 
| I visited the Sea Life 

| Centre in Brighton with — 
| a wheelchair user and we found Fe 
_ the access limited and 

_ potentially dangerous, signage 
_ virtually non existent and 

_ disability awareness the same. 
| First, it was difficult to find 
| the entrance. The incline from the road down to the entrance and 
_ through the tunnel is severe, but no warning was given. It is bad 

_ enough controlling the wheelchair going down, but getting back 
"up again means you have to take a run at it — and I am closer to 


push beside the bed can summon help at night. ana my 60s than 50, though relatively fit. 
The ensuite bathroom has facilities for a disabled person and non-disabled person: two showers, one - | Once inside, steps in front of the exhibits mean it is impossible 
floor level with a folding seat, and two washbasins, one low level. The toilet is raised and has grab rails. _ for someone in a wheelchair to get close enough to read the 
| We were served a very good English breakfast, with home-made bread. If you cannot manage the _ information about an exhibit. 
few steps to the main cottage, you can have breakfast in your room. Sunnyvale has been awarded four | There are two exits, one ramped, the other steps. But there are 
diamonds by the AA and it is in the AA’s top 10 per cent of accessible premises. At £30 a night for bed — _ no helpful signs to tell you and once you go the wrong way it is 
_and breakfast (less if you stay longer), it is worth every penny: difficult to get back. 
| Tel: 01726 882572, email: jmuden@aol.com, website: www.sunny-vale.co.uk | | I cannot see where this company has done anything, either 


| || practical or in spirit, to make this a good experience for disabled 
Carole Harrison from aie writes: | Bacal, I could not coe iE. 


We recently - 
returned from 
our holiday in 
Cornwall. I feel 
most grateful at 


Barred from 
pole position 


finding 

Tregoninny Andy Macleod from 
Farm through Glasgow writes: 

an I am the liaison officer for 
advertisement Spinal Injuries Scotland, and I have 


been a wheelchair user for 11 years, 
following a skiing accident. 

In August this year I went to the 
Glasgow Tower. At 440 feet, it is the 
biggest free standing structure in the 
country and the only fully rotating 
ground up tower in the world. 

This attraction has been plagued by 
many problems. But I was astounded 
| to be told that this structure, 
| completed in the 21st century, could not accommodate me unless 
| 


in DN. It provided ideal b&b OT rodation. 

This is a working farm set in 190 acres, three miles from _ 
Truro, with lovely views. | 

Two barns have been converted into ten rooms. Most | 
have ensuite bathrooms. Four of the rooms are wheelchair | | 
accessible. 

Our room had everything we could have wished for. It 
was spacious with ample room for wheelchair 
manoeuvres, and so cosy and homely. There was 


a wonderful, well equipped bathroom with a 
wheel-in shower, raised toilet and grab rails, a 
bath hoist and shower wheelchair. 

We had a terrific English breakfast, served in 
the old cattle shed, which has been converted into 
a dining room with open beams and a wood 
burning stove. Although they don’t do evening 


I was able to walk a few steps — that’s a requirement of their 
evacuation procedure. 


meals, there is a fridge for guests to store food, and | 
we found a list of places to eat out in our room. 
By next spring there will be a conservatory, | 
and there are plans to make the woodland part of | 
the farm accessible and to develop wildlife ponds. | 
B&b prices are £20-£30 per person. We will be going back, and I think others would enjoy it too. 
Tel: 01872 520145. 


| Black mark mo H O int DAYS Portsmouth, Britain's premier waterfront 

| for Butlins — | | r for DISABLED destination has a sea view like no other. 

CB sane annryne || PU PERSONS RIO Reh) HUONG wtAne Works mes 

| om bery Sev" | | Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. famous harbours - and there's something for 
| 


I was on holiday at everyone to enjoy. 
Butlins in Minehead, Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 


S fi k. 1 i i 
Somerset, for a week. [am Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 


disabled with cp and use a | 
_ wheelchair, | Algarve, Malta, Crete and Florida. 
_ My PA wrote to tell them © 

| I was disabled, but in the 

_ chalet we were given I was 

| unable to take a shower for 


For your copy of ‘Portsmouth & Accessibility’, our 
guide for visitors with disabilities please contact: 


Louise Neville, Marketing & Tourism, Portsmouth 
City Council, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, 
Portsmouth, PO1 2BG. Tel: (023) 9283 4116, 
email: tourism@portsmouthce.gov.uk or view 
the information online at 


Sailing holidays in the Greek Islands. 
Holiday homes in France. 


_ the whole week , though I | : louréd nictiresis a 
could manage the toilet. | Ste SEL ee UESe GR www.portsmouthand.co.ak/disatality 

Another thing, the chalet Guide also available in Braille, large print and 
"entrance was not flat, so my | or please apply to: » audio tape. 

| PAhadtotakemeinand Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, x( 

| out. | Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. Xo. www.portsmouth _ .co.uk 
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PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


HARTGROVE FARM, DORSET 
Award winning holiday cottages on working 
farm. A really lovely holiday for disabled 
guests and their families. Glorious countryside 
and views. Logfires, C.H. mobile hoist and 
other equipment. Care homes very welcome. 
Tel: 01747 811830 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 
2 newly converted barns on small 
family farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps up to 6. For 
details contact Esme Eyles 01726 
883240 or www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


Cottage by the Pond on 
organic dairy farm at llam in the 
Peak District National Park. Sleeps 
6 in 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 
Full wheelchair access, local 
ready-meals available. 
Tel: 01335 310274. 
www.beechenhill.co.uk 


Portreath — Cornwall 
Tastefully converted luxury 5 star barns 
on the breathtaking North Cornish Coast. 

Full wheelchair access, en-suite 
bedrooms, level entry shower. 
Sleeps 2-6. Short Breaks available. 
A warm welcome guaranteed. 
Tel: Lynne Drew 01209 842317 
www.higherlaityfarm.co.uk 


Near Salisbury - newly converted 
stable block self-catering units. 
Ground floor 1 double/twin bedroom 
en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. 
Open plan kitchen & living room. 
Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. 
Non-smoking. Prices from £195 pw. 
Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, 
www.old-stables.co.uk 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 
Florida villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled 
person. A holiday you can take 
with confidence. Contact John 
Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


Royal Deeside Scotland 
4 superb self-catering cottages 
located on the banks of the River Dee 
Designed and equipped to the 
highest standard with excellent 
facilities for disabled people, their 
families and friends. Please contact 
Crathie Opportunity Holidays 
Tel: 013397 42100 for more details or 
e-mail info@crathieholidays.org.uk 
www.crathieholidays.org.uk 
Category | Independent 
Wheelchair Travel 


WEST SUSSEX A Luxury wheelchair 
accessible caravan sited on a wheelchair 
friendly site in Selsey. Close to the sea, 
site facilities include an indoor pool 
complex, kids club, restaurant and 
evening entertainment. For further details 
contact Brian 01843 226243. 


CAREFREE HOLIDAYS SPAIN 


Traditional Spanish farmhouse with pool. 
Fully wheelchair accessible. Half board 
or self catering. Within a 1/2 hours drive 
from coast. Accessible minibus for 
airport transfers and excursions. 

For brochure phone 0034 968437010. 
Email: info@CarefreeSpain.com 
Web: www.CarefreeSpain.com 


Safaris 
to Kenya 


Specialist Safaris for 


people with disabilities. 


Customised to your needs. 
Lift equipped vehicles. 
Great wildlife viewing. 


www.greenleopard.com 
safaris@greenleopard.com 
00 254 20577304 (Kenya) 


MOONPENNY 
COTTAGE 
North York Moors National Park 


Fully wheelchair accessible 
self-catering holiday cottage. 
Sleeps 4. Designed specifically for the 
wheelchair user. Single story, Grade 
2 listed converted farm building, south 
facing, overlooking beautiful valleys 
and hills beyond. Large sitting/dining 
room with open fire, kitchen, wheel-in 
shower room with shower seat, 
handrails to shower and toilet area. 
All work surfaces, basins and 
appliances at wheelchair level. 
One double, one twin bedroom. 
Full details/ brochure from 
Mrs Amicia Bentley 
TEL: 01751 460311 


Www.mici.supanet.com 


ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE HIRE 


Enjoy total freedom on your holiday with an 
adapted vehicle on self-drive hire 


* Fiat Doblo - rear ramp 
* Mercedes Sprinter - rear tail lift 
* Cars with Bryg-Aid hand controls 


Call Jim at Wheelchair Travel: 01483 233640 
www.wheelchairtravel.co.uk 


JERSEY 
La Rocco SeF-Caterinc APARTMENTS 


Offering panoramic views over St Ouens 
Bay. Apartments with disabled facilities, 
accommodating 2-8 persons. 

For free brochure: 


tel: 01534 743378, fax: 01534 746844, 
e-mail: larocco@localdial.com 
website: www. |laroccoapartments.com 


Algarve Carvoeiro 
Spacious private villa with pool and 
hoist overlooking golf course. 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms including 
wheel-in shower. Totally level 
throughout. For more information call 
Debbie Wells on 01277 354313 


~GOING ON HOLIDAY ?? 
DO YOU NEED TO HIRE 
MOBILITY EQUIPMENT ? 


COSTA DEL SOL 
COSTA BLANCA 
MALLORCA 
ALGARVE 


BOOK ONLINE 


www.mobilityabroad.com 
Tel. 0845 644 2892 


& 
MobilityAbroad 


An idyllic & peaceful cumbria beauty spot. 
The Tranquil Otter. Lux lodges with sauna 
& whirlpool bath/hot-tub, logburner. All 
lakeside position with picture book views. 


Outstanding w/c accessible lodges, paths, 
shops etc. Wheely Boat! 01228 576661. 
www.thetranquilotter.co.uk 


SHROPSHIRE 
SELF CATERING 


www.virtual-shropshire.co.uk/newton 


Tel: 01939 290346 


PAIGNTON DEVON 
WHEEL CHAIR FRIENDLY 6 BERTH CARAVAN 
PURPOSE DESIGN FOR DISABLED GUESTS 
INCLUDES USE OF INDOOR HEATED POOL 
CLUB & BAR FACILITIES. 
CALL DEVON ASBAH 01803 522256. 


BE NEXT TO THE SEA AT HEYSHAM 
Magnificent view. miles of level promenade. 
Wheelchair friendly, tracking and portable hoists 
Bakare beds, mobile chair for ensuite shower/toilet. 
3 bedrooms/lounge/dining kitchen/study/tv/dvd. 
Close to Lakeland, Bowland, RSPB reserves etc 
Free cycles and telescope use. 
For more information and bookings, telephone 
Allan or Jan on: 01274 588142 


( Woodhead Cottage 3) 
Dulnain Bridge, Speyside. 
Cosy cottage by private 
woodland setting with 
attractive bird/wildlife. Great 
Highland holiday/touring 
base. Highest disabled 
category STB approved. 

3 bedrooms, one with ensuite 
ceiling track/hoist to bed, 
toilet and bath. Level 
wheel-in chair shower, highly 
recommended by wheelchair 
user. Sleeps 6. For brochure 
contact:Ian & Catriona 
Shearer, tel: 01479 851298. 


& www.woodhead.co.uk 


Dove CourG, 
Sparrow Hall Farm, 
Saltow, York 


3 self-contained, single storey cottages, 
4-stars, set around a landscaped 
courtyard on our family farm 
(123 acres). All cottages are Cat. 3 
accessible, sleep 3-5 and equipped to 
a high standard. Oil fired CH and log 
fires ensure comfort all year round. 
Private fishing on the river Dove. 
Secure play area in orchard. Riding for 
disabled guests nearby. Laundry, pay 
phone. Pets by arrangement. Short 
breaks. Handy for moors, York and coast. 
Apply: HelervEounshoww, 
tel: 01751 431697 
Rates: frow£170 to-£380 pw 
E-mail: helen@dovecourt.com 
website: www.dovecourt.com 


SEASSUNESAINID 
Homeleigh Country Cottages Near 
Tenby Pembrokeshire. Beaches, theme 
parks, castles, good food & lots more. 
Tel: Mrs M Turner 01834 831765. 
Email: enquiries@homeleigh.org 


Web: www.homeleigh.org 


KK KK Access category 1 & 


WTB 4 Stars 


Bonneuil 
Holiday Cottages 


Enlightened 
Self-Interest 
Individuals, families, charities 
and health trusts — make 
holidays easy. Own or share 


in the ownership of a holiday 
home designed specifically 
for people with disabilities. 
For further details contact: 
Bonneuil Holiday Project, 
53 Woodville Road, Mumbles, 
Swansea SA3 4AE. 


SCARBOROUGH 


Abbydale Guest House. 
Superior ground floor 
facilities for wheelchair 
users. All rooms en-suite. 
Level access bus, rail and 
town. For details call 


01723 379469 


MERSEA ISLAND 
ESSEX CO5 8SX 


BRYN MEIRION LODGE 
Amlwch Road, Benllech, 
Anglesey, North Wales, LL74 
8SR. Tel: 01248 853118. 
Hotel adapted for wheelchair 
users. Ensuite specialised rooms 
with ceiling hoists and 
electric beds. Also available 
1 self-catering unit. Book now 
to avoid disappointment. 
www.brynmeirionlodge.co.uk 


Central Devon: 3 comfortable 
ground floor manor farmhouse 
apartments, M2 wheelchair 
accessible. Picturesque, peaceful 
situation, on-site coarse fishing. 
Half mile Crediton, 8 miles 
Exeter. No smoking/pets. Ideal 
holiday base. v«v<v<v« Graded. 
Tel: 01363 772684, 
www.creedymanor.com 


CENTRAL BRITTANY 
FARMHOUSES 


with excellent ground floor facilities for 
wheelchair users. Resident English 
owner. For brochure contact Peter 
Davies, 94 Church Road, Stretton, 
Burton upon Trent DE13 OHE. 
Tel: (01283) 543743 


Late bookings accepted 


GAER COTTAGES 


5* Quality self-catering cottages for ALL 
the family with an emphasis on facilities 
for disabled visitors. To cat 1, 2 & 3. 
6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages 
are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. Luxurious indoor heated 
swimming pool with hoist. Games room. 
Holiday care award winners. 

Visit us at www.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 


OR TEL/FAX 
01570 470275 


NORMANDY FRANCE 


Magnificent farm house peacefully 
situated in glorious countryside. Sleep up 
to 13. 6 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. Ground 

floor fully accessible with large en suite 
bedroom. W.C. Bath. Wheel in shower. 
Private gardens with heated swimming 
pool (summer ‘05). 5 mins to village with 
shops, restaurants and weekly market. 
Beautiful, unspoilt beaches 25 mins. 
Tel: 01747 811908. Fax: 01747 811066. 
Mobile: 07970 000680. 
Email: smart @hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
Web: www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


CAREWELL HOLIDAYS 


Looking for a happy suitable holiday? 
We specialize in finding suitable accommodation 
for disabled persons of all abilities, age groups, 
and interests. We can also arrange assistance 
from health care professionals if required. For 
information on booking a holiday in accessible 
self-catering cottages, hotels, or farm house B&Bs 
please ring and speak to a holiday adviser. 
Tel: 01437 563565. 
email: info@carewellholidays.co.uk 
www.carewellholidays.co.uk 


To find out about listing your accommodation 
please contact us. 


EAST MERSEA ACTIVITY CENTRE 


\e W 
0 ves xnel 


Adult - £35/day; under 18 - £30/day, including all meals, try 
your hand at a host of new activities and dance the night 
away. Sun 21st - Fri 26th Aug or/and Fri 26th - Mon 29th 
Aug. 01206 382940 / telephone or write for more info. 


amping Breaks 
FESTIVAL 


ith disabilities 
‘ friends 


Hertfordshire 
Petasfield Stables Holiday Cottage 


Stunning, wheelchair accessible converted stables, 
with beautiful views over the Hertfordshire 
countryside. Riding and stable management 
courses available. Sleeps four, wheel-in shower, 
shower chair provided. Electric sink and hob riser 
in kitchen, wild flower garden and BBQ. Historic 
Hertford town centre 1.5 miles. Easy reach of 
London, Cambridge and St Albans and major road 
links. For more information, contact: Helen Clark: 
01992 504201. helen@petasfieldstables.co.uk 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. Hoist and electric bed. On working farm — 
peaceful location, central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. 
Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 
warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 
you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 


ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


South of France 
winter sun, Carcassonne, 
Cathar Castles, fully 
accessible bungalow sleeps 
3 or 4, English owner next 
door For brochure call 
01508 494414 or 
00 33 468 78 87 6l. 


HOLIDAY BUNGALOWS BUILT 
FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
IN THE PARKLAND GROUNDS OF 
STRODE PARK, HERNE, KENT 
OVERHEAD TRACKING, 
ELECTRIC HOISTS, HI/LO 
BEDS, FULLY EQUIPPED 
brochure from STRODE PARK 
FOUNDATION HERNE CT6 7NE 
01227 373292 FAX 369033 
e-mail info@strodepark.org.uk 
website: www.strodepark.org.uk 


OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 


AE FOREST COTTAGES 
Modern Accommodation in old stone. 
Buildings on traditional farm overlooking 
peaceful Valley. Beautiful views, plentiful 
wildlife and endless paths on the doorstep. 
Highest spec’ disabled facilities, Access 
and parking. A great country retreat 
between Dumfries, Moffat and Thornhill. 
STB *** self catering. 

From £200 - £380 per week. 
Gubhill Farm, Ae, Dumfries, SW Scotland 
Tel/fax: 01387 860648 
Email: gill@gubhill.co.uk 
www.gubhill.co.uk 


Great self-catering in 
South West Wales 
Pad 

Swn-y-Gwynt Cottage 
Sleeps 4, fabulous views, flawless 
luxury. TV, linen, washing 
machine, power all included. 
Tel: 01267 237261 
E-mail: antony.griew@virgin.net 
Accessibility Grade 1 


WEL LEE 
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Queen of 


the waves 


Frustrated by the lack of opportunities for 
deaf and hard of hearing divers, Naomi 
Hayim started her own dive school in 
Thailand. She talks to DN about the trips 
she runs and life under the ocean waves 


espite being a a diver 
for ten years, I’ve 
found myself in 
several frustrating 
situations where I 
was not able to understand 
everything being said. 
This scenario was not confined 
to Britain — it was the same 
the world over. 

My experiences made me 
determined to increase the 
level of access to diving for 
people with hearing 
impairments. So, together 
with Frank van der Linde, who 
has taught many deaf and 
hard of hearing students, we 
decided to start our own 
business. I’m a graduate in 
marine and freshwater biology 
as well as a divemaster, while 
Frank has 15 years experience 
as an instructor. 

The mix of experience and 
expertise made us well 
equipped to cater for the niche 
deaf market that had been 
ignored until now. 

Our company, Worldwide 
Dive and Sail, has been running 
for several months now and we 
already have many satisfied 
customers. 

The trip we offer is a 
“liveaboard” — which means 
guests sleep and eat on, and 
dive from, the boat. We sail to 
the Similan and Surin islands, 
80km northwest of Phuket, 
Thailand. The islands offer 
some of the best diving in the 
world. 

Our motto is “Diving is for 
everybody”, and we have had 
several disabled guests on our 
trips. I can sign in British Sign 
Language and SeaSigns 
(underwater communication 


for all divers), and we ensure 
that the dive briefs are 
explained as clearly as possible. 
Guests need not be qualified 
divers as we provide training. 
We are also careful not to rush 
divers who may need more time 
in the water. 

The liveaboard begins when 
we leave port bound for the 


‘lve found myself in 
several frustrating 
situations where | was 
not able to understand 
everything being said’ 
ESS eee 


islands. We moor in a secluded 
bay and begin our first day 
with an early morning dive — 
guaranteed to wake you up! 
Each day, we make up to four 
dives and when we return we 
are greeted with hearty 


., 
Ps 


ey 


homemade meals. 

We sail to various dive sites, 
all rated among the world’s 
best, including Koh Bon, Koh 
Tachai, Garden of Eden and 
Richelieu Rock — the place to 
spot whale sharks. 

Customers can choose to 
dive less and take advantage of 
other sea activities like sailing, 
kayaking, fishing and 
snorkelling. They can also land 
on and explore the uninhabited 
tropical islands. 

No guests go hungry on our 
trips as we have our own chef 
on board who cooks a range of 
Thai and European dishes. 
Laptop computers, DVDs, 
digital cameras and stereos 
make a guest’s stay even more 
comfortable. 


Now you sea it: the Similan islands 


Our trips are not just for 
deaf and heard of hearing 
people, but for anyone who 
wishes to dive in the Similan 
and Surin underwater 
world of Thailand. 
© Naomi will attend the next 
one week liveaboard trips over 
Easter 2005. Trips run 11-18 
March, 20-27 March and 29 
March-5 April 


® The liveaboard costs €799 per 
person (around £550), exclusive 
of flights. Includes 26 dives, 
equipment hire, guides, all 
meals, accommodation, basic 
drinks and optional activities. 
Group discounts available for 
four or more people. 
© wwwworldwidediveandsail.com 
or email naomi@ 
worldwidediveandsail.com 


SPECIALIST RESPITE CARE BREAKS 
For disabled people 


Blackpool Holiday Centre 
4th — 10th June 2005 (Sat — Fri) 
From £249 per person, full board 

£125 per child (under 12yrs) 


South Downs Holiday Village, Nr Chichester, Sussex 
19th September — 23rd September 2005 (Mon — Fri) 


From £185 per person full board (adults only) 


Prices include three meals a day, VAT and cancellation/liability insurance. 
Entertainment every evening including music, competitions and cabaret. 
Wide range of daytime activities inc. handcrafts and beauty care. 
Visits to local places of interest. Trained and experienced helpers. 
Medical and nursing advice if required. 


Further information and bookings 
Call 020 8390 9752 and quote DNO5 


Or write to Rosemary Mcintyre MBE, Holidays with Help, 
4 Pebblecombe, Adelaide Road, Surbiton, KT6 4LL. 


CORNWALL — 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £25 inc VAT 
Discount for group bookings. 
Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: tregoninny.farm@btopenworld.com 
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The Lyneal Trust 
(Reg. Charity) provides canal 
and canalside holidays in 
Shropshire on two specially 
built canal boats with ramps, 
hydraulic lift and steering. 
Facilities also include canalside 
accommodation for up to 
16 people. Day trips on 
canal also available. 
Telephone: 01743 252728. 


Website: www.lyneal-trust.org.uk 
email: pushkar.trivedi @ shropshire-cc.gov.uk 


The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English 
family. Home from home. Happy and 
friendly. Home cooked food. Diets 
catered for. All bedrooms en-suite. 
Our own swimming pool and grass 


bowling green. Golfing bookings can 
be made. We are fully equipped for 
wheelchair users, their families and 
friends. Met at Faro airport. 

For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. 
agents, tel: 00 351 289 396589, tel UK: 
01895 471 631, fax: 00 351 289 394924. 


ANGLESEY, NORTH WALES 


Luxury caravans to let on small garden park 
among flower tubs and lawns. Parking alongside 
each. Sandy Lligwy beach nearby. Two caravans 

designed for physically disabled guests. 
Winner ‘Wales in Bloom’ 2002, 2003 & 2004. 

Nearby we have two new purpose built two 

bedroomed cottages (can be let as one) with 

ramps and downstairs ‘wet rooms’. 
Tel: 01248 410678. Fax: 01248 410378. 
Website: www.minffordd-holidays.com 

Email: enq@minffordd-holidays.com 


LANCASHIRE 
GROUND FLOOR 
HOLIDAY APARTMENT 


Attractive village location. 
Sleeps up to 6. Ideal for 
Lakes and Yorkshire Dales. 
Suitable for Wheelchair users 
and visually impaired and 
non disabled people. 
suebrierly@hotmail.com 
Tel: 01524 770725. 
Mobile: 07775 997568 


DITTISHAM DARTMOUTH 


Two warm, spacious cottages 
imaginatively converted for wheelchair 
users and their families, set in quiet 
hamlet yet close to river, beaches & 
all ammenities. Rated accessibility 
grade 2. For more information visit 
www.brownsfarmcottages.co.uk or 
phone/fax Carol on 01803 712556 


Be rwick Cottage. East Harling, Norfolk 


Website: www.thelinberwicktrust.org.uk 
Purpose-built, self-catering accommodation for people 
with disabilities, their families or carers. Sleeps 6 (2 with 
disabilities). Facilities include Scan 700 beds, Clos-o-Mat toilet, 
bedroom-to-bathroom hoist, wheelchair shower and much 
more. Awarded highest National Accessible Scheme ratings. 
Weekly rates £295-£645. Open all year. In pretty village 

with pub, shops and GP. For bookings tel/fax: 01787 372343 
(office hours) or email: info@thelinberwicktrust.org.uk 


FHUARAIN FOREST COTTAGES 


Cairngorms National Park, Scottish Highlands, 
STB award winning accommodation for 
w/chair users, 2 cottages (each for 5) and 
modern well equipped bunkhouse (up to 8) 
provide quality self-catering facilities for 
individuals, families or small groups. Roll-in 
showers, mobile hoist available. Linen and 
holiday cancellation insurance provided. 
£9.50/person/night or weekly rates from £250 
for cottages. Open all year. Disabled local 
access guide available. Tel/Fax: 01479 821642. 
Internet: www.forestcottages.co.uk 


Comfortable family run Guest house near 
the A1 bypass with outstanding views. 
Two ground floor suites cater for disabled 
guests with no steps and fully disabled 
adapted bathrooms. Evening meals 
available with licensed bar and cosy log fire. 
Ample private parking and large private 
garden. Rates £25 p.p.p.n. Tel: 01289 
306325. Email: pammewing@onetel.com 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. 
Good access to beaches. 


Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


( ABERSOCH, NORTH \\ 


WALES LLYN PENINSULA 


Ground floor luxury 
3 bedroom cottage adapted 
for a wheel chair person set 
in delightful countryside and 
within easy reach of sandy 
beaches. Bed linen, electricity, 
heating etc inclusive. 


Tel 01758 712342. 
www.rhydolion.co.uk 
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SELF CATERING 


Wheelchair accessible gite in South West France 


Tranquil holiday destination in rural LOT region (famous for its gastronomy and its wine). Picturesque small town 
of Montcug with fantastic Sunday market 2 miles. Swimming pool on site. Renovated with disabled people in mind 
(lift to all levels, wheel in showers and electric scooter available at no extra cost). Sleeps 8. 

Email: clementisabelle@yahoo.co.uk or call 020 8674 8761. 


Christchurch, 
Dorset, self catering 
bungalow sleeps up 
to 6, ceiling hoists in 

bedroom and 

bathroom, wheel- 
in-shower, low-level 

kitchen. 01202 

481597, Email: 

info@31aha.co.uk 
WWW.31ahaq.co.uk 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle 
5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars 
with Disability Award 2. 

1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a 
working croft amid lovely scenery with wildlife 
park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, kites, 
buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness 
offers good food, cinema, theatre etc. 
Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www. highlanddisabledcottageholidays.co.uk 
www.culbincrofthouse.co.uk 
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Sweetcombe Cottage Holidays 
We are determined that visitors to our cottages 
should have a successful, value for money holiday. 
After all, this means you will be happy and there is 
every likelihood when you return to the West 
Country you will once again stay with us. We pride 
ourselves on the high number of visitors who 
return year after year and become firm friends. 
As members of South West Tourism we meet or 
exceed all the standards considered essential for 
holiday cottages. These include cleanliness, 
quality of furniture, equipment and the overall 
presentation of the property. One of the great 
values to you of a smaller company is our thorough 
knowledge of every property and the areas around 
Sidmouth, Exmouth, Branscombe and Budleigh 
Salterton. We are quite happy to recommend the 
most suitable property for visitors who have very 
specific requirements. One thing we will not do is 
‘hard sell’ or give you a false impression of a 
holiday cottage. Please contact us and and we 
are sure we can help you with your holiday 
arrangements. Tel: 01395 512130 
Email: tracy@sweetcombe-ch.co.uk 
www.sweetcombe-ch.co.uk 


kkk 
SELF-CATERING 


HOLIDAY COTTAGES 


° Range of self-catering accommodation 

° Ceiling tracking, Wider doors & Grab rails 

¢ Warm indoor swimming pool with hoist 

© Peaceful location in Oxfordshire 

* Hoists, cotsides, slings and shower chairs 
available free of charge, upon request: 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE _ 
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01235 537538 


, th 


_ info@ kingfisherbarn. com 
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Las Piedras 
Holidays 


Inspirational holidays 
in beautiful area of 
southern rural Spain. 
Accessible transport, exciting 
excursions, swimming pool with 
hoist. Flexible holidays to suit 
your needs — full board, B&B 
or self-catering in superb fully 
wheelchair accessible guesthouse. 
Contact us now for info/brochure, 
call or fax 00 34 952 033 100 
or email us. 


LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 single-storey holiday cottages, 
no steps or ramps, in beautiful 
rural location overlooked by 12th 
century castle. For brochure phone 


01558 823 059 


www. vacationcottagesWales.com 


info@laspiedras.co.uk 
www. laspiedras.co.uk 


Whitchester Christian Guest House and 
Retreat Centre, Borthaugh, Hawick, Scottish 
Borders TD9 7LN 


Charente 


near Cognac, 
beautiful period 
house and 
grounds, sleeps 
8-9, disabled 
facilites. 
Tel: 0033 545 21 54 69 


robert.harley@wanadoo.fr 


3 Star Victorian country mansion in 
3 acres of gardens. 


We have considerable experience of serving 
people with physical, learning and sensory 
disabilities. 

There's a ground floor single room with a 
walk-in shower and ‘disabled’ toilet next door. 


All our meals are home cooked enabling us to 
cater for people requiring specialised diets. 


Tariffs available for B&B, HB & FB. People 
can use Whitchester as a base for touring the 
area or just stay ‘on site’ soaking up the peace 
& tranquility of the place. 


Phone 01450 377 477 for details 
www.whitchester.org.uk 


Cottage on slope to 
sea, Lyme Bay, Dorset 


Glorious views. Quiet, private patio. 
Underfloor heating. Many aids. An 
organic farm — vegetables in season. 
Wheelchair accessible. Tourist Board 
Category 1, 4 stars. Contact 
Josephine Pearse, Tamarisk Farm, 
West Bexington, Dorset 
DT2 9DF, tel: 01308 897784. 
Email: holidays @tamariskfarm.com 
www.tamariskfarm.co.uk 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


Disabled travellers, don’t miss this 
spacious luxury adapted bungalow. 
Overlooking Golf Course. 

3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms 
(Mangar bathlift). Cable TV. 2 
Telephones. FREE Country Clu 
Membership. 10 minutes airport. 
90 minutes Disney World. For 
availability/oooking contact 
paraplegic owner:- Sue Fisher 
Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 
Email: rita.sue.fisher@ntlworld.com 
www. http://homepage.ntlworld. 
com/susan.fisher33/ 


Valley Lodge The perfect peaceful hidaway. 
Luxury acc, for the disabled, Beautiful setting, 
Indoor pool with hoist, outdoor hot-tub, 
Gardens all accesible. Groundfloor bedroom, 
lux wet room, wheel in chair, rails, space by we. 
Valley Lodge, Downview Farm Winterborne 
Houghton, Blandford, Dorset DT11 OPE. 
Tel 01258882170. 

E-Mail enquiries@downviewfarmcottages.co.uk 
Website www.downviewfarmcottages.co.uk 


It’s not the love that runs out... just the stamina 


; BREAK really lives upto its name _| : 
- providing holidays, short 2 f kN 

breaks and respite care for = 4 
_ people with disabilities. 


We have two fully equipped holiday centres on 
the Norfolk coast, providing 24-hour care for 
children and adults with learning and physical 
disabilities - so while guests enjoy a seaside 
holiday, their parents and carers can take a well 
deserved rest. We can also provide self-catering 
holidays for families in Devon. 


To find out more or for an application form, 
please call 01263 822161. 


‘ws, Office@break-charity.org www.break-charity.org 
Special nttds @ Special care 


EILDON HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
Melrose, Scottish Borders 
Dingleton Mains, 

Melrose TD6 9HS 


Holiday Care Award Winner 
Tourism for All Category 1 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 stars 


Six award-winning, modern, 

self-catering holiday cottages. 

Five of the cottages are Tourism 

for All Category 1 (unassisted 

wheelchair access). Access is easy and level throughout. In each of the 

cottages there is at least one bedroom with shower room or bathroom on 

the groundfloor. Two of the cottages have hoists, and one of these is kept 

“allergy-free” (no smoking, no pets, feathers etc). Both disabled and able 

bodied guests will be equally comfortable. Open April to November. Walking, 
Website: www.eildon.co.uk 


ime. pees golf. One hour from Edinburgh. 
email: info@eildon.co.uk 


Apply: Mrs Jill Hart Tel: 01896 823258 
Rates: £260 to £610 per cottage per week (depends on size of cottage and season). 
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Care for a holiday? 


Taking her disabled son Alastair to a primitive cottage on a remote island would have had all the makings of a 
holiday nightmare for Jane Muir had it not been for the support of direct payments and some friendly locals 


ooking after a teenager 

with cp at home during 

the school holidays is one 
thing, but going on holiday to a 
remote place in a primitive 
cottage with no hoists, washing 
machine, ramps, tv, video, etc. 
is another. 

Plus, this summer I had a 
new boyfriend along, and 
sharing two or three weeks 
with me and my son was 
going to put a different 
angle, and potentially a 
certain strain, on our budding 
romance. 

Luckily I had a brainwave 
before we left. I called a 
neighbour and asked her if 
there was anyone in Barra’s 
population of 1,400 who might 
be interested in helping out 
with a few hours of care. 

The neighbour put me in 
touch with the island’s carer’s 
centre, and before I knew it 

I had someone phoning me 
up all the way from the 
Hebrides, to ask me just what 
our needs were. 

Now, as a single parent in 
Oxford who has had to 
virtually threaten suing social 
services to get access to respite 
care, direct payments and so 
on, I couldn’t quite believe my 
ears. There was a family with 
four kids my son’s age willing 
to have him over for a couple of 
days, and another carer, also 
with two children, who was 
willing to come and sit for a 
couple of evenings while we 
went to the pub. 

There not having ever been 
anyone on the island before 
with cp, they had looked up 
what cp was on the internet 
first — very impressive, I 
thought — and when I arrived 
someone came straight 
round to our cottage to talk 
through exactly what was 
required. I had also made up a 
natty little “care guide” with 
headings like “loo”, 
“mealtimes”, “drinks”, so 
anyone who felt unsure could 
quickly turn to the appropriate 
page. 

My son loved staying with 
the family, who played games 
and watched videos with 
him, and he loved the evening 
sitter who chatted, read stories 
and put him to bed. I and the 
new boyfriend got to walk 
across the hills where even all 
terrain buggies couldn’t go, 
visit the local pub, and have a 
romantic walk along the beach 
at sunset. 

And this was all down to 
direct payments. Direct 
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payments, I find, are just . <r 
brilliant, because you can 
more or less pay who you 
like what you like and when 
you like. At the end of the 
holiday I wrote a cheque 
for £118 to Cobhair Barreigh 
out of our special direct 
payments bank account. 
And when I got back to 
Oxford, I have to say I 
wondered what would happen 
if someone phoned up the 
Oxford carer’s centre and 
said “I’m just visiting Oxford 
for a few days and wondered 
if there were any carers 
availables..” 

[have a feeling they’d be 
laughed out of the city: 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


Phone our free number for our 2005 
brochure. Including Crete, Majorca, 
Tenerife, Cyprus and the UK 


0800 298 6565 


or E-mail: 


Si ER BEL 
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2MERS OR SUMMER SUN 
1 FUN FOR EVERYONE 


My specially adapted Self-Catering 
Apartment Nr. Alicante Spain 
at Sensible Prices 


Encompass 


eo t 


96market@encompasstravel.com 


Discover new places in beautiful Britain. 
With its golden beaches, rocky shores and 
lush green countryside there’s sure to be 
somewhere just right for you. 


Grooms Holidays offer a select choice of 
hotels and self-catering 
accommodation around the UK for 
disabled people, their friends and 
families. 


® Self-catering properties 
M@ Hotels 


For your brochure contact 08456 584478 
or look at our website: www.groomsholidays.org.uk 


ee 
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Wish you were where? 


Still not sure where to go for your break in 2005? Lucy Howard offers a selection of ideas from home and away 


For a taste of accessible Wales, try the Wild Pheasant hotel in Llangollen, 
which features a luxury spa and a suite especially designed for wheelchairs, 
featuring extra-wide doorways, a wheel-in shower and a revolving TV cabinet. 


Tel: 01978 860629, www.wildpheasanthotel.co.uk 


Enable 
Holidays 
offer trips 
around 


A group of friends who were 
frustrated at the lack of choice of 


the world, swap scheme. Theo Blackmore, 
and Clinton Fern created the 
Matching Houses project, which 
features properties that have been 


resorts in 
Spain, 
the 

Canary 

Islands and Florida. They 

also run city breaks and 

cruises. Pre-bookable hire of 

wheelchairs and other 
equipment is available. Tel: 
0870 222 4939, 
www.enableholidays.com 


people. The online database links 


organise a house swap. The first 1 


Lovely 3 bed fully wheelchair accessible villa 
with private pool & beautiful sea views in the 
village of Peyia, near Paphos. Air-conditioned, 
tastefully furnished and very comfortable. 


Just five minutes drive from the beautiful sandy 


ee 


beach of Coral Bay and a ellent selection of 
shops, bars and restau Villa Jasmine offers 
the peace of the Mediterranean countryside with 
tourist amenities close by. 


Hoists, wheelchairs, oxygen cylinders etc available. 


Contact Lisa on 07967 821 469 or 
lisab@can-online.org.uk 


accommodation for disabled people 
when travelling have launched a house 


Thomas Dodd, Luke Murray (right) 


adapted to suit the needs of disabled 


around the world, and there is also a forum. The 
website offers step-by-step guidelines on how to 


sign up to the database will receive free 
membership. To find out more, tel: 01736 361871 
or visit www.matchinghouses.com 


Vitalise (formerly the 
Winged Fellowship Trust) has 
a programme of breaks 
around the UK and abroad 
for disabled people and their 
carers. Visually impaired 
guests are accompanied by 
sighted guides on tailored 
holidays featuring activities 
from canoeing to cooking. 
Details can be found in their 
new brochure for 2005. They 
offer visits to a range of 
holiday centres around the 
UK, as well as trips further 
afield, from France to Sri 
Lanka. Prices vary. 
Tel: 0845 345 1972, 
www.vitalise.org.uk 


Cottages near 
Shrewsbury in 
Shropshire are fully 
adapted for disabled 
holidaymakers, 
including ground 


floor bedrooms, 


disabled people 
how to drive 
high performance vehicles 
in Snowdonia National 
Park. XDM was founded 
by Cyclone Mobility and 
Fitness, and provides 
adapted vehicles for 
physically disabled people. 
There are weekend courses © 
where people learn to drive 

a quad bike called the 
Woodstar ATC, which can 
be adapted to 
suit people’s 


people from 


South West Tourism has a 
website that provides visitor 
information on facilities and 
services for disabled people, 
including accommodation, 
attractions, beaches, parks 
and accessible toilets. 
wwuwaccessiblesouthwest.co.uk 


000 people to 


Newton Meadows 


If you prefer action and adventure to lying on the 
beach, head to Cerrigydrudion in north Wales, where 
X-treme Disabled Motorsports (XDM) teaches 


wheel-in shower rooms, level floors and wide 
doorways, with accessible gardens and fishing 
outside. Local information and guides for disabled 


visitors are also provided. Tel: 01939 290346, 
www.virtual-shropshire.co.uk/newton 


individual needs. Prices on £50 for an hour’s 
tryout session. Tel: 0151 334 8815, 
www.xdm.org.uk. For more information 
about Cyclone Mobility, tel: 0800 180 4850, 
www.cyclonemobility.com 


Denmark’s 
tourist board runs an Access 
for All programme that 
ensures popular attractions 
including Tivoli 
Gardens, the 

* National Museum 
and Legoland (left) 
are accessible. 
Find out more at 
www.disabledtravel 
guide.com and 
www.0isitdenmark.com 


Wealth of good food, leisure, shopping and worship in Historic Lancaster. 
ful, Quernmore Valley. Near to The Lake District, Forest Of Bowland, 


Accessible Travel & Leisure have a range of 
options for a hassle-free holiday, including a new hotel in Sol 
Piramide in Spain. The accommodation is accessible, with five 
recently refurbished rooms that have roll-in showers adjoining 
standard rooms — a solution for a family with a wheelchair user. 
www.accessiblesummersun.co.uk 

Accessible Travel also have itineraries for 2005 to popular 
destinations such as Australia and New Zealand, including a 
22-day guided tour of New Zealand in February and 
March 2005 for £3,600 per person, including flights. 
www.accessibledownunder.co.uk 
To find out more about Accessible Travel, tel: 01452 729 739 
or email: holidays@accessibletravel.co.uk 


Fancy exploring the 
castles and mountains of 
Scotland? Holibility 
Scotland offers advice 
and information about 
accommodation and 
facilities to disabled and 
older people. 
www.holibility-scotland.com 

Meanwhile Tourism 
Scotland publishes Accessible 
Scotland, which lists 


Very generously equipped throughout. Magnificent veranda views. Very disability friendly. Heaps of parking 
& playspace, Highly Commended Awards, Outstanding Cutomer Service. Self-catering Holiday of the Year. 


Langthwaite Farm, Langthwaite Road, Lancaster, LA2 9EB. Donald and Joan Deering, 
tel: 01524 62388; fax: 01524 34143; email: info@langthwaitefarmcottages.co.uk 
web: www.langthwaitefarmcottages.co.uk 


* ETC 4 star © Disability grading M3 in both cottages © Each cottage sleeps 6 + infants, cot 
* Self catering £230-455 ¢ Open all year ¢ Short breaks off peak © Families and all welcome 
* Pets welcome * No smoking © 5 van caravan site 


accessible accommodation 

and visitor attractions. 

Free. Available from Visit 

Scotland on 0845 22 55 121, 

www.visitscotland.coml/ 
librarylaccessiblescotland 
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Ferry good news 


Although they have no legal 
obligations to disabled travellers, 
car ferries are no longer the 
access nightmares they once 


~» were, says Helen Smith 


e last time I took a car 

on a ferry was before I 

became disabled. I 

remember squeezing 
through small gaps between 
cars in the hold to get to flights 
of narrow stairs leading to the 
deck. So what would it be like 
with a wheelchair? In September 
I took a Stena Line fast ferry 
from Harwich to the Hook of 
Holland and, after holidaying 
for a week, I came back on a 
Hoverspeed superseacat from 
Dieppe to Newhaven. 

I booked my tickets over the 
internet. There was no option 
allowing me to inform the ferry 
that I was a wheelchair user. 
However, on arrival at Harwich, 
I told the lady in the ticket kiosk 
that I had a wheelchair and she 
told me to put on my hazard 
warning lights. This alerted the 
boarding crew to the fact that I 
was disabled and I joined a 
separate queue. Once in the 
ferry, the disabled drivers were 
ushered into an area with a 
large space to one side. We were 
also close to a lift that had a big 
notice on it saying it was only to 
be used by disabled people. 

The seating on the ferry was 


fixed, so sitting at a table 
wasn’t easy, but on a more 
positive note the toilet facilities 
were excellent. On first glance I 
didn’t think I could get into 
duty free because of security 
barriers, but as I approached 
they were swiftly moved to one 
side. Moving around the boat 
in my wheelchair was relatively 
easy and disembarking from 
the ferry was incident free. 
Unfortunately my return trip 
on the superspeedcat wasn’t so 
smooth — in either sense of the 
word. For a start, the sea was 
very rough, so I didn’t dare try 


‘| remember squeezing 
through small gaps 
between cars to get to 
flights of narrow stairs 
leading to the deck’ 


wheeling about as the boat was 
rocking too much. 

But the main problem on the 
crossing was caused by a lack of 
“red-spot stickers” — stickers 
that let staff know you have 
someone disabled in the car — at 
boarding. After informing the 
lady at the kiosk that I had a 
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The 


Assistance 


Travel 


Service was setup some 17 
years ago to offer worldwide 
holidays to the less able 
their families and friends, 
each year we widen our 
program of adapted tailor 
made holidays. We are here 
to serve you. Call now for 
further details. | 


THE ASSISTANCE TRAVEL SEF 


1 Tank Lane 
Purfleet, Essex 

RM19 11A 

Tel (01/08 863198 
Fax 01708 860514 
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AND ALL YOU OLD 
FAVOURITES 


wheelchair, she gave me an 
orange sticker for my window, 
telling me the red ones had run 
out. The fun and games started 
when we got onto the ferry. The 
boarding crew didn’t realise the 
orange stickered cars had 
disabled people in them. As a 
consequence, I was parked ona 
very steep slope. Another lady in 
a wheelchair ahead of me 
couldn’t get out of her car. 
However, once I’d yelled out that 
getting into my chair on a steep 
slope was virtually impossible, 
they moved me to a different 
spot and made sure a gap was 
left so I could leave my car. On 
the plus side, there was a lift to 
the deck reserved for disabled 
people as well as a small amount 
of movable seating on the boat 
to make sitting at tables easier. 
Just before docking a member 
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jubilee" 


drive from wheelchair compact car 


Suzuki Lite ¢ 


of staff found me and asked if 
Id like to return to my car 
before everyone else so I’d have 
extra time to get ready. 
Although boarding on my 
return journey had been a 
palaver, I felt both ferries had 
adapted themselves well to the 
needs of disabled customers. It 
surprised me to learn that 
shipping services are currently 
exempt from some of the duties 
under the Disability Discrim- 
ination Act. Many service 
providers don’t tend to do 
anything until they actually have 
to and the fact that they have 
gone the extra mile meant my 
crossings — although not perfect 
— were certainly enjoyable. 
e Stena Line: 08704 00 67 98, 
www.stenaline.co.uk 
© Hoverspeed: 0870 240 8070 
www.hoverspeed.com 
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Ferry guidelines and how 
they affect travel for 
disabled people 


Even though ferries are exempt 
from the Disability 
Discrimination Act, in June 
1996 the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) 
issued guidelines aimed at 
improving access for disabled 
people entitled 
Recommendation on the 
Design and Operation of 
Passenger Ships to Respond 
to Elderly and Disabled 
Persons’ Needs. |n addition, 
The Disabled Persons 
Transport Advisory Committee 
(DPTAC) has also produced a 
guidance document 
particularly aimed at ferries. 

To see how effective ferries 
have been at implementing 
these guidelines, DPTAC 
recently commissioned 
research by Suzette Keith from 
Middlesex University. 

She has interviewed 100 
disabled car ferry users who 
travelled from the UK in the 
last 12 months. The results of 
the study are expected to be 
published in March next year. 

Suzette told me most 
access problems arose when 
the ferries were old and so 
didn’t have lifts. She 
suggested that as the boats 
are replaced with newer 
models, crossing the sea as a 
disabled driver or passenger 
will become both more 
accessible and enjoyable. 


$ 
smears 


Suzuki Life was 
i the worlds first ever 
| compact, drive from 
i} wheelchair motor cat. 


i It combines ease of | 
i} use with simple 

i) elegance and offers 
{} the discerning 

,_}} wheelchair driver the 
opportunity for real 
independence with its 
| fully automated 
access and disabled 
|| driver solutions. 


i It's a real car; it 

ii looks and drives just like} 

I} any other car on the / 

} road but offers the i 

disabled driver real 
PA 
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brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


[Motability 0121 S02 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 
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34 Carer’s voice 


A degree of consideration 


In the final part of our short series on 
younger carers, Jessica Osborne talks 
about the extra considerations a potential 
uni student has to make if they have care 
responsibilities to think about too 


ine years ago, at the age 
of 13, I found myself as 
a young carer. My 
father had passed away 
and my brother became ill with 
schizophrenia while my mother 
had been living with Crohn’s 
disease and hearing problems 
for some years. Until my dad 
died this hadn’t really affected 
me, but suddenly I became a 
carer, looking after medication 
and providing personal and 
emotional support for two 
members of my family. 

Throughout school, things 
were difficult. Some teachers 
were helpful, while others 
didn’t seem able to understand 
my situation —I guess if you 
cai’t picture a young person 
caring for a grown adult, it is 
difficult to acknowledge it 
happens. | still managed to gain 
eleven GCSEs, which allowed 
me to go to college. 

After finishing college, I had a 
year out. I knew I wanted to go 
to uni, but the choices that all 
students have to make — 
weighing up the pros and cons 
of courses, institutions and cities 
— were complicated by my care 
responsibilities. I had to think 


long and hard about how far 
away from home I was able to go 
and how easy it would be to get 
home if the need arose. An open 
day at the University of 
Huddersfield finally made up 
my mind. Not only was it close 
to home, which offered me peace 
of mind, but the staff were also 
friendly and understanding 
about my situation. 

In first year of uni I lived 
with my sister in Huddersfield, 
but I spent so much time 
travelling home to make sure 
things were OK that for my 
second year I moved back 
home. Financially this was 
difficult, as when I moved back 
home the amount I received 
from my student loan went 


down, even though commuting 
to university cost as much as 
living in Huddersfield. 

The move was not only hard 
financially; it also meant long 
commutes. We live in a small 
village outside Selby and the 
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At home with the Osbornes: Jessica (left) with brother Chris and mum Denise 


commute to Huddersfield for 
lectures meant an hour-long 
journey each way. Luckily, my 
lecturers made allowances for 
this, letting me arrive later if 
train times meant I’d be delayed. 
Things improved 

dramatically in my third and 


final year, when, with financial 
help from my local carers 
service, I learned to drive. 
Passing my test made a huge 
difference not only to the 
commute time, but also to my 
care role, giving me a few extra 


hours in the day that I would 
normally have spent on or 
waiting for public transport. 

University life as a carer was 
not always easy but I enjoyed 
student life greatly. There was a 
lot of organisation and time 
management involved in 
balancing my studies and 
responsibilities at home. At 
times this was more 
complicated than doing the 
actual work itself! Luckily, 
when things got too difficult, 
the tutors were understanding 
about my situation and did 
whatever they could to help 
resolve problems. 

I don’t feel that I missed out 
on the social aspects of student 
life. Although I didn’t go out 
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every night like some students 
did, I still managed to fit in pub 
lunches and nights out with 
friends, although they took a 
bit more planning than your 
average student night out. 

I finally graduated in 
November, getting an upper 
second class degree. I took my 
mother and brother to my 
graduation ceremony and both 
were really proud of me. 

One thing that was 
important all along was 
ensuring tutors knew about my 
situation and responsibilities. If 
people do not know what 
you've got on your plate, then 
they won’t be able to help you. I 
found being honest about my 
situation meant that when I 
needed help it was there. 

I never thought when I first 
became a young carer that I 
would get to where I am now: a 
graduate starting my first job 
as a development worker for 
York and District Mind. 

But before I start the job, I’m 
thinking once again about the 
future, and how I can balance 
my own plans and needs with 
those of my mother and 
brother. We need to work out a 
long-term plan to support my 
brother with local services and 
so offer my mother the respite 
that she needs to ease her own 
condition. When a long-term 
plan to support them is in 
place, then I will be able to 
become more independent too. 

Going through uni as a 
young carer has not been easy. 
But nothing in life worth 
having comes easily, and 
although the journey has not 
all been smooth, and I’ve 
sometimes had to go the long 
way round, it is a great feeling 
to look back at that journey 
and say that you’ve made it — 
against all the odds. 

The Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers offers support to young 
carers, Www.youngcarers.net 
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New Brotherwood converted models 
Volkswagen Sharan ‘S'- £25,748.25 & Factory 


Example price: 2.0 petrol, manual with 
Brotherwood (54" headroom) Conversion 


_ SAVE £1500 on Fiat 


* Multipla run out models 
ga! Ully converted and registered 2005 
: , with full warranty (Limited offer) 
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Now we have made it easier 


Greina, 
Northern agent 


From “factory fo your home” 
The Brotherwood 
NETWORK 


provides transport for 
Southport, =) the wheelchair traveller 


The Brotherwood Network 
covers the whole UK, 
enabling us to 
demonstrate our 
converted 

vehicles to 

you at home 

y and assess 

your needs. 


2 Midlands agent 


Cambridge, 
East Anglia agent 


~ Mercedes vaneo Klastar 
Fiat Multipla “Side by Side” 
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Renault Kangoo Werliciory iN fe ie: Rioters 
at Beer Hackett % ran 
Phone now for more details and availability, ‘ MEME AS Se = = 
es he fey Pre: 


"VERTU ala _ aid i Vist our fore www.brotherwood.com Or 
BROTHER WOOD | www.brotherwood.co.uk for more information on 


AUTOM OR TET TY “Lew ITED our complete range of conversions and used sales list 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE e FINANCE e 
Fax: 01935 872853 ¢ e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com AFTER SALES SERVICE e BUY-BACK SERVICE 
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36 Arts 


Big year for the small screen 


It has been a vintage year for disability related TV. Jane Shepherd selects her highlights 


TV ea 


o this is Christmas. And 

what have you done? (in 

the words of the song). 

What I’ve done is take a 
look back at the televisual 
highlights of 2004 and give out 
a few virtual bouquets. 

I don’t know about you but 
very few TV shows make me 
laugh out loud. The exception, 
and therefore in my humble 
opinion the best comedy of the 
year, has to be Little Britain, 
written by and starring the 
wonderful Matt Lucas and 
David Walliams. Carer Lou 
(Walliams) is run completely 
ragged by bogus wheelchair 
user Andy (Lucas) to hilarious 
effect. Having started life on 
Radio 4 and leapfrogged BBC3 
the series has now deservedly 
been elevated to a mainstream 
BBC1 slot. They were even 
parodied in person by C4’s 
Richard and Judy — surely the 
ultimate accolade. 

For my money, top drama 
was the BBC’s Flesh and Blood 
starring Christopher Eccleston 
as an adopted man who 
discovers his birth parents both 
have learning difficulties. The 
story unflinchingly explored 
some commonly held 
prejudices about learning 
disability, as did the uplifting 
BBC documentary series 


Three of the best: (from left, clockwise) Walliams and Lucas as Lou and Andy in Little Britain; Paul 
Henshall as Michael in A Thing Called Love; and the “remarkable” To Change My Child’s Face 


Children with a Difference, 
which invited us into the joyful 
home of single mum Lucy and 
her four adopted sons who all 
have Down’s Syndrome. 

The agonising-to-watch- 
but-totally-marvellous 
documentary series award goes 
to BBC2’s Edge of Life. If you 
didn’t catch any of these 
remarkable programmes, 
maybe the titles will give you a 
clue as to their challenging 
nature: Who Should Get the 
Transplant? (a suicide survivor 
is chosen for a liver transplant — 
he later jumps to his death 
from a clifftop); To Change My 


Child’s Face (disfigured 
children undergoing life- 
changing surgery) and Is This 
Baby’s Life Worth Living? 
(highly topical in the light of 
recent High Court battles over 
the right to life of very sick, 
premature babies). The 
breathtaking series was 
sensitively handled and made 
me retract any previous 
criticism of the NHS. 

D’ve also been fairly critical 
of the BBC output in the past 
but looking back over the year, 
I have to say they have 
produced some great 
programming — and not just in 
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Mobility Roadshow 


the documentary field. Their 
groundbreaking drama series 
A Thing Called Love took the 
sex-disability taboo by the 
scruff of the neck with its 
portrayal of a young man with 
cp battling against parental 
prejudice as he tries to “break 
his duck” on his 18th birthday. 
Finally, best entertainment 
show has to be BBC1’s ratings 
winner Strictly Come Dancing. 
“But where’s the disability 
content in that?” I hear you cry. 
Well, viewers, did you SEE 
Quentin Willson’s two left feet? 
A happy, healthy and 
accessible New Year to you all. 


It'll change the way you get around 


perseey 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July 2005 
Donington Park near Derby 
10.00am - 5.00pm Thursday & Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm Saturday 


If you have a mobility problem, you can’t afford to miss the Mobility Roadshow. 


See and test drive the latest adapted vehicles and specialist conversions, plus walking aids 


’ 


wheelchairs, scooters, hoists, ramps, stairlifts and other mobility products and services 
from a wide range of exhibitors. Pre-bookable wheelchair and scooter loans are available 
to help you get around. 


NEW FOR 2005: focus on equipment and services for children and young people with 
disabilities - from nursery to learning to drive, for the home and on the move. 


Mobility Roadshow 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CALL: 


0870 770 3222 
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e-mail: choice @gtnet.gov.uk 
www.justmobility.co.uk/roadshow 


What’s on & 
Theatre 

@ Former Sex and the City 
star Kim Cattrall follows the 
rceent flock of Americans 
who have come to tread the 
West End boards with Whose 
Life is it Anyway? at the 
Comedy theatre, from 7 
January to April 2005. 
Cattrall plays Claire 
Harrison, a sculptor who has 
to readjust her life after a 
serious road accident. 
Tickets from £8, tel: 0870 
060 6623, www. 
theambassadors.com/comedy 


© The Northcott theatre in 
Exeter has sign language 
interpreted performances of 
Jack and the Beanstalk on 11 
and 12 January and an 
audio-described performance 
on 13 January. Tickets from 
£11 (concessions available). 
Tel: 01392 493493, 
www.northcott-theatre.co.uk 


© The National Theatre has 
regular audio-described, sign 
language interpreted and 
Stagetext captioned perfor- 
mances of current shows for 
people with hearing and 
visual impairments. 
January’s performances 
include Philip Pullman’s His 
Dark Materials. 

For more information, 

tel: 020 7452 3000, 
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk. 
For the theatre’s access guide, 
tel: 020 7452 3400, or email: 
access@nationaltheatre.org.uk. 
The guide can also be down- 
loaded from the website at 
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/ 
access. 


Exhibitions 
® Future Face is currently 
showing at the Science 
Museum. The exhibition 
explores our obsession with 
faces through issues of 
beauty, disfigurement, recog- 
nition and recent advances in 
facial reconstruction. 

Until 13 February 2005, free 
admission, tel: 0870 870 4868, 
Wwwiw.sciencemuseum.org. 


® Faces in the Crowd at the 
Whitechapel Gallery runs 
until 6 March 2005. The 
exhibition charts the history 
of the human figure in art 
from Manet to today. 
Whitechapel High Street. 
Tickets from £4.50. Tel: 020 
7522 7888, or www.whitechapel 
.org. There are events for people 
with hearing and visual 
impairments, and an access 
guide is available. 

Lucy Howard 
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Pick of the flic 


Sleeptalking: (/eft) Mat Fraser and Lisa Hammond in Every Time You Look at Me; (right) the gas chamber in A World Without Bodies 


Film 
Disability Film Festival 


ne heartening aspect of 

this year’s Disability 

Film Festival, which took 
place at the National Film 
Theatre, was the number of 
features on show. I have already 
reviewed Cloud Cuckoo Land 
and Afterlife (DN August). 

Yam is a funny little Ealing- 

style comedy about a woman 
who starts growing yams as a 
natural alternative to Hormone 
Replacement Therapy, and 
finds things getting more than 
a little out of hand. It’s a self- 
assured low budget feature by 
disabled writer and producer 
Angel Garden. Interestingly, it 


Ray 
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Ray is a sumptuous biography 
of the great blind musician Ray 
Charles, covering his 

childhood and charting his 
career to the point where he 
abandoned heroin. 

The film starts with Charles 
(Jamie Foxx, giving a highly 
convincing portrayal) leaving 
home for his first job; then 
employs flashbacks to his child- 
hood to show the death of his 
brother, for which he felt 
responsible. The film suggests 
that it was these inner demons 
from his past that led to 
his heroin addiction (a 


bypassed problems of cinema 
distribution by going straight 
to DVD. Could this be the way 
ahead for disability features? 

Every Time You Look at Me 
(directed by Alrick Riley), 
broadcast earlier this year by 
the BBC, is the story of the 
attraction between two disabled 
people (Mat Fraser and Lisa 
Hammond) and their problems 
dealing with each other’s dis- 
abilities. Fraser and Hammond 
make a great couple, and it was 
good to have a chance to see it 
on the big screen. 

Rush 4 is the latest and 
regrettably last of Ray Harrison 
Graham’s feature length re- 
editings of the “deaf soap” he 
has been creating for Channel 
Four. I also very much enjoyed 


somewhat Hollywood notion). 
Charles was a shrewd busi- 
nessman, even while fighting 
addiction, from demanding 
that his wages be paid in single 
dollar bills so that he could not 
be cheated, to becoming the 
first black performer to retain 
creative control and copyright 
over his recordings. He was 
also a womaniser — his adultery 
nearly wrecked his marriage — 
and the film suggests that it 
was the death of a former lover 
that led to his giving up smack. 
The movie looks lovely, 
and the soundtrack (all 
original recordings) is of 
course brilliant. 


Allan Sutherland 


Graham’s Lion Mountain, 
about two orphaned children 
from Sierra Leone struggling to 
deal with the after-effects of 
war and being thrown into an 
unfamiliar society as they come 
to terms with life in the UK. 

As always, a lot of the action 
came from the shorts. 
Katherine Araniello’s idiosyn- 
cratic but hugely accomplished 
Amplify 1 shows tension in an 
Italian restaurant. The organis- 
ers showed real programming 
ability when they put together a 
well structured set of films 
around disability and sexuality. 
Handicap (Lewis Martin- 
Soucy) is a rude, clever and 
very funny little short about a 
man, a woman and her (male) 
sign interpreter. Desirability 


‘Mercedes Benz 
Vaneo Liberty 


4 seater wheelchair accessible MPV 


Vera Cam (Anne Parisio, Ally 
Scott) is a BBC documentary 
about an amputee woman who 
performs on the web for “devo- 
tees” while One Night Sit 
(Diana Naftel, Carmelo 
Gonzales) shows four disabled 
gay men discussing experiences 
of trying to find a partner. I 
found it had a lot to say about 
disability and sex in general. 

But the highlight of the festi- 
val for me was A World 
Without Bodies (Sharon Snyder, 
David Mitchell), a film about 
T4, the Nazi extermination of 
disabled people (see page 15). 
Though familiar with most of 
this information, I have never 
seen it put together so tellingly, 
or, indeed, so cinematically 


Allan Sutherland 
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60” head-room 


Superbly engineered by Jubilee for just £4 8995 | | 
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Film 


Dear Frankie 


OOo 


Shona Auerbach’s directional 
debut, Dear Frankie, is a 
delight. Frankie, beautifully 
acted by Jack McElhone, is a 
deaf child who lives with his 
mother, Lizzie (Emily 
Mortimer). 

The pair of them are con- 
stantly on the move, avoiding 
Frankie’s violent father. Lizzie 
shields him by pretending his 
father is at sea. They move in 
above a fish and chip shop, 
where Lizzie is offered a job by 
the owner, Marie (Sharon 
Small). Frankie goes to school, 
where he is quizzed about the 
identity of his father. 

When the ship Frankie’s 
father is supposedly on comes 
into town his mother has to 
take drastic measures and 
arranges for a stranger, played 
by Gerard Butler, to enact the 
role of the father. Lizzie has to 
let go of Frankie and trust the 
stranger. 

Anthea Gibbs’ writing 
shows the lengths people will 
go to protect the ones they 
love. Emily Mortimer is terrif- 
ic, showing both grit and 
fragility. My only gripe is the 
inconsistent portrayal of 
deafness and the lack of a 
deaf actor. 

This is a film that makes the 
term heart-warming seem hon- 
ourable again. 


Michael Shamash 
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| | Jubilee’s superb 
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/ complement and 
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It's Here! 


Europes first 'drive-from-wheelchair 
Renault Kangoo... 


Model shown, Expression 1.6 16v automatic 
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Key Features 


* Full remote control entry and exit. 


Aba 
rs 


t ae Lee EN One press operation opens the tailgate. .lowers 
Mr Hadley taking delivery of | J . eS : the ramp and suspension to enable access and 
the first production Kan-go J ar i pe 3 hea reverse process for closure. 

é : ; ' Comes complete with standard drivers seat. 
Electronic handbrake 
WVVihheelchair unsecured audible warning device. 
Push/ Pull hand controls 
Rear door aperture height 7490mm ($8 4% ") 
3 Year warranty 


___ "After spending many months looking for a drive from wheelchair vehicle, and being very disapp 

_ at unreasonably long delivery promises and a certain disinterest in showing full commitment to 
prospective customers, | located The Wheelchair Accessible Motor Co and their supplier, Sirus 
Automotive who produced the Kan-go". 


"When | visited their premises and workshop | was very impressed with the design, quality of 
materials used and attention to detail. | then ordered a Kan-go, which was supplied in less: 
weeks!" 


fo 
"The facts speak for themselves and are their own recommendation." Mack Hadley 


Simon Pearson of Sirus Automotive and Mark Flavell 
of WAMCo presenting the Keys to Mr. Hadley 


cet” All this available NOW from £26,495* 
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The Wheelchair Accessible 


2 cm 


Motor Company Limited 


find out more...... Call 


mobile 07834 554663 e-mail markflavell.wamco@fsmail.net 
www.twamco.co.uk 


“assuming VAT exempt **“ correct at time of going to press 
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My life 39 


Easy driver 


Swindon based cabbie Allan Wells is one of the few registered 
disabled taxi drivers in the UK. It’s a rewarding job, he says, as 
long as you're ready to deal with drunken passengers 


off since 1976, but my roots 

are in Wiltshire farming. 

In 1962, when I was 21, I 
slipped on some snow while 
working on my family’s dairy 
farm near Cricklade in Wiltshire. 

I slipped so badly that the 
entire lower part of my right 
leg twisted round the wrong 
way and I was out of action for 
seven months. When I returned 
to work, it was to a milk 
round delivering products in 
the local area. 


i *ve been driving taxis on and 


I did this until 1970 when, 
despite a number of operations 
on my leg, it became clear I 
would need a job that involved 
less walking. 

I became a lifeguard at a 
swimming pool but even that 
became impossible when, after 
kneeling down in the water to 
help a small child, I could not 
get up; the leg dislocated again. 
The child was fine but it was 
another trip to hospital for me. 

I decided to look for work as 
a driver, but it took me a while 


www. disabilitynow. org.uk 


The BEST in print and 
now the BEST online 


@ 5,000+ pages in the biggest 
disability news archive on the web 

@ the latest films, TV and arts 

@ all-new interactive forums: chat 


online, have your say 


@ for sale — dozens of wheelchairs, 


scooters, stairlifts, hoists — 
UPDATED DAILY! 


@ jobs — advertisers from the DRC to 
the BBC — UPDATED DAILY! 
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@ accommodation database — accessible cottages, chalets 
and b&bs in the UK and abroad 


NEWS & SPORT: All the latest from the UK’s leading 


disability newspaper. 


CAMPAIGNS: Updates, surveys and forums so YOU 
can get involved with our campaigns. 


PEOPLE: Top columnists; big name profiles; parents 


and carers. 


LIVING: Everything from travel ideas to insurance 
rundowns: your essential guide. 


LET’S TALK SExX: Fill in the Uk’s first ever disability 
sex survey and talk about it in the new chat forum 


to get insurance. In 1976 I 
started as a taxi driver in 
Swindon, using a Triumph 
2000 automatic taxi with the 
accelerator pedal on the left. 

I worked for three years but 
started to suffer problems with 
both legs and I needed more 
operations to replace my right 
knee and the cartilage in my left 
leg. I realised that I would have 
to use hand-controlled cars 
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from then on, but once again, 
insurance became a problem. 

In 1986 I returned to the 
road, this time as a private hire 
driver of an Austin Montego. I 
stayed with the model for six 
years and then changed to a 
minibus, but it got to the stage 
where I could not get in and 
out because I could not bend 
my right leg. 

I had heard that purpose- 
built taxis were designed with 
disabled people in mind but 
had thought this applied only 
to passengers using 
wheelchairs. However, after a 
friend agreed to lend me the 
deposit, dealer Mann & 
Overton in Birmingham told 
me they would be able to 
supply an automatic TXI black 
cab with a special driver’s seat 
to give me more room. The car 
also had “he-man” hand 
controls — a lever fitted to the 
steering wheel that I push up to 
accelerate and down to brake. 

Since then I’ve enjoyed an 
uninterrupted spell on the road. 
I’ve recently bought a new TXII 
from Mann & Overton, which 
is great to drive. The passengers 
in Swindon seem to prefer 
these modern taxis; I’ve even 
noticed people hanging back in 
queues at ranks to ensure they 
get my car. 

Most passengers don’t 
notice the hand controls on 
the steering wheel or that | 
have any mobility problems 
unless I have to get out to help 
them with their luggage. I 
manage this most of the time, 
but since having a fall last year 
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lowered floor (61 inches head room) 
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I’ve been exempted by the 
local council from pushing 
wheelchairs in and 

out of the taxi. 

On the downside, taxi 
drivers can get a rough ride 
from the public and I have been 
attacked more than once by 
drunk passengers. Once I was 
punched by a man and my 
glasses broke. I reported this 
and the attacker went to prison 
for 18 months. Thankfully, that 
sort of incident is now less of a 
worry as my new taxi has a 
reinforced plastic screen 
between me and the passenger 
compartment. There is a small 
gap at the bottom for 
passengers to pay fares. 

While I’m delighted with my 
taxi, it has been more difficult 
to find a suitable car to use 
when I’m not working. The 
only suitable automatic car | 
have found that I can afford is 
the Kia Sedona — 
people carrier in which the 
local dealer has fitted the “he- 


a seven-seater 


man” controls. 

Would I recommend others 
in my position to become a taxi 
driver? Certainly, but remember 
that you will be in the vehicle 
for long shifts, so comfort is 
paramount. A purpose-built 
taxi can meet both the driver’s 
and passengers’ needs. 

@ In 2005, My job and Out of 
hours are joining forces to 
become My life. Each month 
disabled people will tell readers 
about their careers, voluntary 
work and hobbies. Contact 
sarah. hobson@scope.org.uk or 
call 020 7619 7324. 
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Volkswagen Liberty 


wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 
side lift , (including wheelchair driver) , 


No 


{ Whatever your 
needs our fantastic 
new VW Liberty range 
offers the best value 
for money ever. 


a Encompassing :- 
| * Side or rear ramp 
i * Underfloor side lift 
i * Wheelchair driver 
* Side by side 

' * Lowered floor 

i * Air suspension 


Visually stunning & 
| | superbly engineered 
| | by Jubilee, this truly | 
: k amazing luxury multi | 
i } seater offers genuine 

a | wheelchair access, | 
| } without the need for ; 
1 Leones | 


J —— 


i 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice | 


F*sMotability 0121 502 2252 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


, West Midiands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 


Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 
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40 Share your problems 


Back Ann Garden invaders 


| have just had the most distressing experience. My physical 


@ love and loneliness 


pareavadiont troubles have just caught up with me big-time. I live alone and I 
e 


have not left my home for one year now. I’m living in poverty. 

My council said that they intend to make an example of me by 
sending in workmen to clear my garden. Now they have sent me 
an invoice for £1,751.29. I decided to pay the charge but it cost 70 
per cent of my savings. 

I want to question the labour charges listed in the invoice, as 
well as what they have done and their right to do it. 

y George, Sevenoaks 


@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 


Write to her at Disability Now, Se if Fie y P/ ak 
f ; 
oN Wiley | 


6 Market Road, London N7 SPW 
or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


I suggest you contact your local councillor who will be able to 
i inform you about exactly what the council has the authority to 
do. It is always wise to question the rights for charges to be made 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Too cramped at home 
My husband (who is paralysed 
from the waist down), myself 
and three children are in a 
three-bedroom house. We have 
very little space. We got in 
touch with social services who 
said they couldn’t do anything 
to help us. We are also having 
no joy with the nous 
association. Is there anyone 
who could help us? lam my 
husband’s full time carer and 
money is tight. 
Karen, by email 


Wide powers are available to 
housing and social services 
departments to undertake or 
provide assistance with the 
adaptation of housing to suit 
disabled people’s needs. It is 
important that you stress the 
full accommodation needs of 
your husband. Under the 
Housing Act 1985 local 
authorities have a duty to 
consider the housing needs in 
their areas. In doing so, they 
must, by the Chronically Sick 


and Disabled Persons Act 1970, 


have regard to the special needs 
of disabled people. 

The Housing Net website is a 
general resource for housing 
issues, mainly concerned with 
social housing. It includes 
information for disabled people. 
® www.housingnet.co.uk 


Need help to buy ramp 
Iam a wheelchair user and my 
husband and I have serious 
financial problems. Although I 
get the higher rate of DLA and 
Mobility Allowance, it all goes 
on bills and to pay off the 
mountain of debt we are in. 
Our Income Support has just 
been cancelled because our 
only child has turned 18. 
Unfortunately, he is 
unemployed. 

My husband is having 
considerable difficulties getting 
my heavy wheelchair in and out 
of the car. | don’t want him to 
suffer so I make excuses about 
why I don’t want to go out. Do 
you know of any charities or 
organisations that can provide 
us with ramps for my 


wheelchair? There is no way we 
can pay for them ourselves. 
Mrs M Smith, Barnsley 


You should seek the advice of a 
local disability organisation 
that I am sure will be helpful. 
Perhaps with their help you 
could persuade your local 
wheelchair service to supply 
you with a lighter chair. 

I also suggest you visit your 
local library, which can give you 
details of organisations 
providing information to 
disabled people. They can also 
give you details of local 
benevolent/grant organisations 
that will often provide financial 
help to local people for specific 
purposes. It really is worth 
pursuing these as you have 
sound reasons for needing help. 


Buying on the internet 
My 81-year-old mum is losing 
her sight. I know I can get 
products to help her with her 
everyday needs but don’t know 
where to look for them. It 
would be easier if there was a 


news? 


before you pay them, but you still have the option to check that 
the council has acted correctly. Your local library will give you 
details about how to contact your councillor. They could also 
give you information about other local sources of help. 

As Iam not legally qualified to advise you on the queries you 
raise about the labour charges on your invoice, I suggest you 
contact the Disability Law Service, whose advice is free. 
® Disability Law Service, 39-45 Cavell Street, London E1 2BP, 


tel: 020 7791 9824 


website I could look at. Do you 
know of any such sites or 
anywhere I may be able to seek 
information? 

Doreen, by email 


A good first stop is the RNIB’s 
accessible and secure online 
shopping area. It has over 800 
products available. 

e http://onlineshop.rnib.org.uk 


Worried about benefits 
Why does this government 
make us more ill than we 
already are? We don’t ask to 
become disabled. I worked 
for seven days a week for 
years to give my wife and son 
a decent living. I was a milk- 
man and did part-time work 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


0870 442 9592 


2ader’s Digest... Daily Mail. 
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. Woman's Weekly... Guardian... 


TNAUK 


Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 


Email: info@tnauk.org.uk = 


Hi-Fi News... 


Talking Newspaper Association of the 
UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 


National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB 


- 
=eu 


= 
= 


Time... Cosmopol 


collecting Littlewoods foot- 
ball coupons. 

I now have severe arthritis 
plus other disability problems. 
So why must I now worry that 
Tony Blair may cut my 
incapacity benefit? Why is he 
always picking on disabled 
people? 

Norman, by email 


I was interested to read about 
your busy life before you 
became disabled. 

I also hope there will not be 
any cuts in incapacity benefit. 
Hopefully the government 
won’t dare. Certainly, disabled 
people deserve a better life. 

Are you in touch with 
Arthritis Care which may be 
able to advise you? There may 
also be a local group of people 
with arthritis and I am sure 
they would welcome you. They 
will be able to advise you about 
local services you may not have 
heard about. 

e Arthritis Care helpline: 0808 
800 4050 


_ Help at 
"=< the end 
of the 


) AN 
: phone 


A 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays 1pm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 
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Huntleigh 


PEA de POR EF 


HIGHLITE® PORTABLE GANTRY 


A new concept in personal mobility 


mi 


Moving And Handling 


| 


sales service rentals 
0121 GO7 O556 01582 745777 08457 342000 
Huntleigh Healthcare, Woden Road West, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 7BL, United Kingdom. 


www.huntleigh-healthcare.com 
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42 Bright ideas 


Lucy Howard checks out the latest products, including wheelchair gadgets, ramps and gardening solutions 


The Permobil Co-pilot helps with 
operating a wheelchair, easing steering 
and control. It has a control system 
that regulates direction and speed. 
Tel: 01484 722888, or 

email taz@permobiluk.co.uk 


The Autochair is a wheelchair 
lifting aid for disabled drivers. It 
has recently been redesigned as 
the Autochair Lite, which is 
constructed from aluminium 
and stainless steel and is lighter 
than the conventional model. It is now radio controlled and the 
storage area has been increased and takes most types of folding 
wheelchairs. From £2,795. There is also the Easyloader (above), 
which presents and removes a wheelchair at the driver’s door as 
and when requested. Prices vary depending on the vehicle and 
specific requirements. 
Free home assessments offered. Tel: 0800 214045 or see 

www.autochair.co.uk 


Vagole is a new vehicle safety lighting system that works 
automatically with the vehicle’s electrical system. It lights the 
area surrounding the vehicle, and the light can be angled to 
illuminate certain areas. This provides extra safety, security and 
enhanced visibility, especially at night and in poor weather 
conditions. From £155. Tel: 01923 229368, or see 

www.vagole.com 


If you have just returned from your holiday and are fed up 
with the numerous access problems you encountered, Helen 
Smith suggests the new ramping system from Gowrings 
Mobility. The Flexiloc ramp kits are made of tiles that interlock 
to form a semi-permanent ramp. Various types available. From 
£32. The Weekend Plus ramp kit contains telescopic ramps 
which give additional height. From £265. Tel: 0845 608 8020, or 

see www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


The Bodypoint Hip Grip, 
which recently won at the 
Independent Living Design 
awards, helps wheelchair 
users maintain stability while 
not restricting movement. 
From £450. BES Rehab. 

Tel: 0845 1300 237. 


Reader Mr B Smyth 
recommends the Selections 
Lifestyle Aids catalogue for 
handy and cheap products. 
He has a lap tray with a 
removable beanbag (£5, 
below). They also have 
handy waterproof gardening 
shoes (£9, above) that are 
easier to wear and more 
accessible than boots. Tel: 
01305 848 725, or see 


www.selections.com 


If you are interested in the healing, 
sensory and meditative properties of 
plants, Spiritual Garden Design, 
which is based in Dorset, specialises 
in creating gardens to heal the mind 
and body, including water features 
and wood sculptures. Tel: 01963 
220794, or see www.spiritualgardendesign.co.uk 


Thrive and RNIB have been awarded a lottery grant to 
develop national services for gardeners with sight problems. 
Events include practical workshops and residential courses, and 
there will be a national club, awards and a tactile and tape 
library. There is also a quarterly magazine called Come 
Gardening, available on subscription. Tel: 0118 988 5688, or see 

www.thrive.org.uR 


To be sure of a sensational display 
of flowers in 2005, Anne Davies 
‘ai suggests that you order your plug 
plants now. Check out the special 
: deals around at the moment. At 
Fothergills (tel: 01638 751161, 
s+ www.mr-fothergills.co.uk), you can 
me, get a packet of seeds for 10p (usual 
: ? price £1.25) if you buy more than 
five items. Special plant offers for 2005 include the Pelargonium 
(Toscana Zonal Collection, three for £2.95). Thompson and 
Morgan (tel: 01473 695200, www.thompson-morgan.com) have 
special offers on their new Spring plants catalogue, including the 
Alyssum Aphrodite (54 plug plants, plus 30 free, £10.95), and 
the Antirrhinum Madame Butterfly (above, 54 plugs, plus 
30 free, £10.95). Dobies (tel: 0870 112 3625, www.dobies.co.uk) 
have the red and yellow Gaillardia a 
Arizona Sun (20 easiplants for £5.99). 
Suttons (tel: 0870 220 2899, 
www.suttons-seeds.co.uk) have a 
special offer on the first black- 
flowered Fuchsia plant, the Blacky 
(right, five pot ready plants, free if you 
spend £50 or more, or £2.99 if you 
spend £30 or more. Usual price £6.99). 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


For £10 your Valentine message will 
feature in Disability Now February 
2005. Maximum 20 words. Send a 
cheque / postal order payable to 
Disability Now by 11 January 2005. 
Adaress it to Patrick, Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


NOW SUCCESSFUL 
CRASH TESTED 


The Genie - Ingenious! 
easy care 
Further information from 
Easy Care Products Limited. 


Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 


4001952 610300 
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What’s On 


CHANGE, which campaigns for people with learning difficulties, is hosting Fighting for our Children, 
a one-day conference on 11 January in London. The event will cover ways to enable parents with 
learning disabilities to raise their children, and will include workshops and presentations. It is 
aimed at both parents and professionals. Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury, London. Parents: free. 
Professionals: £95. Tel: 01273 441676, or see www.changepeople.co.uk 


The Special Needs Fringe is at the Olympia Hilton in London from 12-14 January. The exhibition 
will feature a range of special needs technology providers, including Crick, Traxsys and Inclusive 
Technology. There will also be advisory services, specialist suppliers of communication aids, 
sensory rooms, dyslexia software and products to support people with sensory impairments. There 
will be launches of new products and a free ICT seminar programme. Tel: 01457 819790, or see 
www.inclusive.co.uk/exhibitions 


Aston University is holding a one-day training course titled The Discrimination Act and 
Accessibility on 13 January. The course covers access audits, building regulations and case studies. 
£225. Tel: 0121 204 3593, or see www.cel.conferences.aston.ac.uk 


The National Autistic Society (NAS) is holding a seminar titled Growing Up and Puberty in 
Sunderland on 29 January. Quality hotel, Bolden Business Park, Bolden. Free to people with an 
autistic spectrum disorder, £5 for parents, and £25 for professionals. Tel: 01161 998 7860, or see 
www.nas.org.uk 


The Disabled Living Centres Council (DLCC), the Medicines & Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) and the British Healthcare Trades Association (BHTA) have joined forces for a 
roadshow of events around the UK in 2005, with training and study days including Are You Sleeping 
Safely and Safety Issues in the Provision and Fitting of Equipment. From £110. For more 
information, tel: 0161 834 1044 or see www.dlcc.org.uk 


Enfield Council’s library service has been expanded to include more areas in the borough. The 
mobile library allows easier access to library services, and can also deliver direct to your door. To 
find out more, tel: 01992 716010, or see www.enfield.gov.uk 


Courses oe 

The Drake Music Project in London is launching 3-D, a new programme of free music 
workshops for physically disabled people. There are individual and group workshops, for people 
with little musical experience as well as those looking to further their skills. For further 
information, tel: 020 8692 9000, or see www.drakemusicproject.com 


The British Deaf Association (BDA) has new British Sign Language (BSL) courses, including 
foundation BSL courses for basic BSL. There is also a BSL awareness training pack and a BSL 


Academy website (see www.signacademy.org.uk). To find out more, tel: 0800 6522 965, minicom: 
0870 770 3300, or see www.bda.org.uk 


KIA SEDONA GM Coachwork build vehicles to suit 


2.9 turbo diesel, 4 seats plus 
wheelchair, full length low floor 


conversion, light weight ramp, individual requirements. Why not 
ABS, air con, roof rack, driver and 


passenger airbag, power steering / GOntact us to view our range of vehicles 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 


a Motability or to arrange a demonstration/test drive. 


Tel: 01626 853050 We also have 


the South West’s 
www.gmcoachwork.co.uk best collection 


f quali d 
GM Coachwork Ltd, Trusham, ; iciaket 


Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX vehicles. 


SPECUALIST VEHIGLES 


Information 43 


Websites 


The Allied Health Professions Federation, with the Department 
of Health and North West London Workforce Development 
Confederation, has developed a new website for young people, 
to give them information, advice and insight into healthcare and 
social issues. The site has case studies and features the work of 
various allied health professions (AHP), including radiographers 
and physiotherapists. See www.newgenerations.org.uk 


Deaf Lawyers UK has a website featuring issues relating to deaf 
lawyers and the legal system, which aims to raise awareness of 
the needs of deaf people in the legal profession. The site covers 
access and information and has an online journal, Deaf Blawg. 
See www.deaflawyers.org.uk 


The British Council of Disabled People (BCODP) and 20 of its 
member organisations have produced the CanDo index, an 
internet-based job service to help disabled people find work. 
Candidates can enter their details on a database, which can 
then be searched by potential employers. See 
www.candoindex.co.uk 


The Disability Information Advice Line (DAIL) in Basildon, 
Essex gives information, advice and practical help, and has 
centres around the region. Helpline: 0845 450 3001, see 

www.dialBasildon.co.uk 


Inclusive Technology has an online catalogue with a wide range 
of software equipment for people with special needs. See 
www.inclusive.co.uk 


AbilityNet has centres around the UK giving advice on 
computer technology to disabled people, including individual 

assessments of technology needs and adapted equipment. Find 
out more at www.abilitynet.co.uk 


For a range of books, music and art from disabled artists around the 
UK, log on to www.disabilityarts.biz, which includes Irish ballads 

from Julie McNamara (£5.75) and Mat Fraser’s Perfectly Deformed 
(£5). Other arts sites include www.disabilityarts.com, which features 
artists’ work and events, www.uktw.co.uk, which lists performances 
around the UK, including signed and audio-described performances; 
and for access information to arts venues, see www.artsaccessuk.org 


Photosymbols is a pack of images designed to help make 
information more accessible for people with learning 

difficulties, with theme areas ranging from everyday objects to 
complex emotions. Find out more at www.photosymbols.com 
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A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


‘| Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 

| choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
|| design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 
|| responsibility for access. 


‘| Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
' | experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 
| Living Foundation. 


| Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
|| experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 
|| off the M40 at junction 3/4. 


.. bringing you 
eer ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 
BY AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE | 
Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath | 


High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 
Tel: 01628 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk 


Approved Member 
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44 Information 


Appointments 


Linda Ling, Managing 
Director of Gowrings 
Mobility, has been 
appointed Chair of the 
Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Converters’ 
Association ((WAVCA). 


“The cold weather and the 
dark evenings mean I don’t get 
out as much as I would like to. 
What can I do to keep myself 
occupied indoors apart from 
Peter Clarke, General just watching the TV?” 
Manager of Bradford 
Disability Services (BDS), 
has been appointed Chief 
Executive for the Forum of 
Mobility Centres. 


It can be difficult to keep 
boredom away during the 
winter months when the cold, 
wet weather can be very de- 
motivating, but perhaps you 
can look at the hobbies you 
once had - there may be ways to 
make them easier for you to do. 

Jigsaw puzzles are available 
on loan from the British Jigsaw 
Puzzle Library. They have over 
4,000 wooden puzzles of 
varying degrees of difficulty 
that they can loan out to 
members. Puzzles are received 
and returned by post. Three, 
six and twelve-month 
memberships are available 
(£33, £46 and £84). Contact the 
British Jigsaw Puzzle Library 
(tel: 01227 742222, www.british 
jigsawpuzzlelibrary.co.uk). 

A Porta Puzzle is used on top 
of a table and folds out to 
provide an area to do the 
puzzle on, but keeps the pieces 
safely together when the table 
is needed for other things. 
Boards can be bought from toy 


Elaine Hardiman is returning 
to Four Seasons Health 
Care, which owns and 
operates care homes around 
the UK, as Regional 
Director for North East 
England. 


Steve Grainger will become 
Chief Executive of the 
Youth Sport Trust, which 
has TOP programmes for 
disabled children. 


Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


retailers, or by mail order from 
Jigsaw Puzzles Direct (£39.99, 
tel: 01287 659036, www.jigsaw 
puzzlesdirect.co.uk). 

Good lighting is often 
essential for craft activities and 
the Daylight Company (tel: 020 
8964 1200, www.daylight 
company.com) supplies a wide 
range of freestanding or clamp- 
on lamps, and magnifiers to 
help with intricate work. Their 
range includes the Stitchmaster, 
a magnifying lamp on a flexible 
arm that has a low heat bulb 
(£39.99), and an Easel Lamp 
(below) that clamps to the top 
of an artist’s easel (£41.95). 

If you enjoy knitting but find 
managing knitting needles 
difficult, powered knitting 
machines are more expensive 
but allow you to do 
more creative 
knitting. Bedford 
Sewing & Knitting 
Machines (tel: 
01234 217096, 
www.bsk.co.uk) 
supply re- 
conditioned knitting 
machines, and 
knitting machine 
supplies by mail 
order. 


Workstand 

(tel: 01652 628240, 
www.workstands.com) 
is designed to support 
an embroidery or 
tapestry frame. The 
stand is anchored 
under the leg of the 
user’s chair, adjusts in 
height and can be swung aside 
to exit the chair. It can also 
support a tray for reading or 
other activities (from £74). 

If you like playing cards but 
find holding or manipulating 
them difficult, Homecraft 
Ability One (tel: 01623 757555, 
www.homecraftabilityone.com) 
supplies a range of card holders, 
a battery powered card shuffler, 
and standard sized cards that 
are large print to make them 
easier to read (above). 

Many of the popular board 


¢ games are available in a large 


version. Nottingham 
Rehab (tel: 0845 120 
4522, wwwmnrs- 
uk.co.uk) have a 
version of Scrabble 
with a 43cmx43cm 
board and 2.5cm 
square tiles with bolder 
lettering. 
Computers are a 


outside world. If you have 
internet access, and you are 
over 50, Age Concern have an 
internet chat site called the 
Baby Boomer Bistro where you 
can meet new people online 
and have a good gossip. They 
also hold a quiz on the site 
twice a week. Register via the 
website at www.bbb.org.uk 
For individual advice contact 
the DLF’s helpline on 0895 130 
9177 or email us at 
advice@dlf.org.uk. A local 
Disabled Living Centre can 
also offer help. Addresses are 
on the Assistive Technology 
Advice Centres Council’s 
website (previously called the 
Disabled Living Centres 
Council) at www.dlcc.org.uk 
Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLE 

If you've got a question you'd like 
Lucy Andrews to answer, email 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk or 


The Lowery } ‘ | great way to access the by post at the usual address. 
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VW T5* (LVTA) 
1 9 T. D. J turbo diesel 
7 25 os = in 


fee VEHICLES... 


ves 
C2 


Mas: 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONUERIERGE AND SAFETY MAKES 
OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 


-UNIQUE TO 


WIDNES CAR CENTRE 


LIVE ie et 


RENAULT MASTER 
2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel 


All our vehicles are superbly 
equipped, backed with an 
exceptional build quality that 
will give you peace of mind. 


WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES 
Contact us on the number below 
THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MAKE/MODEL COLOUR SPECIFICATION MILEAGE 
Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel Versa Y511 OFM Red 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 19,000 
Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel Versa Y509 OFM Blue 4 Seats, Ramp 11,000 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Y169 HWG Green 4 Seats, Ramp 24,000 
VW 800 1.9 Special WAV Y539 HWB Blue Tail Lift 23,107 
Toyota HiAce 2.5GL DE52 NSZ Red 3 Seats, Tail Lift 16,054 
Renault Kangoo 1.2 Petrol PO53 JMU Green Ramp 11,000 
Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa Y483 XFV Blue 5 Seats, Ramp 34,000 
Renault Kangoo 1.4 Petrol RF51 ZKN Red 3 Seats, Ramp 17,570 
Citroen Berlingo 1.4 Petrol Y633 JYA Green 3 Seats, Drop Floor,Ramp 22,000 9,995 
Fiat Scudo 1.9 Diesel Y93 MCD Blue 3 Seats, Drop Floor,Ramp — 21,000 10,995 


* ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
* ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 2000 : 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes 


«= Motability 


PR EMIER PARTNER 


Monedet B Benz VITO ‘s 
ABS, also available in Automatic 


RENAULT TRAFIC 
1.9 D.C.I. diesel, ABS standard 


8,995 
8,595 
9,495 
10,995 
12,995 
10,495 
10,995 
9,495 


£17,995 & £19,995 (Auto) ont ood 
TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) 
2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS 


RENAULT KANGOO 
1.2 petrol authentique 


£15,350 onthe road 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack 
or to arrange a demonstration please contact 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), 

Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). 


Sn eise: www. wheelchair-access. co. vk 


e-mail: v elchair 
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The RNIB is inviting nominations for the 2005 Simply the Best 
Awards, which will be held in June. The awards, which are 


DN LINAGE 


Information/Linage 45 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, E-mail: 
patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


sponsored by Thames Water and Npower, recognise companies 
and organisations that have made real efforts to improve the 
everyday lives of blind and partially sighted people. If you think 
your employer, company or organisation deserves recognition, 
this is your chance to show your appreciation. Deadline: 31 
March. For a nomination pack, tel: 020 7391 2279, email: 
simplythebest@rnib.org.uk, or write to: Simply the Best 
Awards, RNIB, 105 Judd Street, London, WC1H 9NE. 


Publications : 


The National Childminding Association (NCA) has produced a 
CD-Rom training pack titled Inclusive Childminding — Working 
with Disabled Children. It is aimed at helping registered 
childminders who work with disabled children, including 
workshop materials, information and advice. £30. Available 
from Membership Services at NCMA, 8 Masons Hill, Bromley, 
Kent, BR2 9EY, or email: info@ncma.org.uk 


The Greater London Authority (GLA), in association with Greater 
London Action on Disability (GLAD), has produced a guide 
titled Working with Disabled People for Inclusive Access. The 
guide outlines ways in which disabled people can be consulted to 
improve access to public facilities, and includes case studies. The 
guide is available on the GLA website at www.london.gov.uk/ 
glalpublications/equalities/jsp, or tel: 020 7983 4628. 


For books on cassette, local bookshops often sell a small range, 
or they can be bought via specialist companies such as Isis 
Publishing (tel: 0800 7315637, www.isis-publishing.co.uk). 
Another option is to pay for a year’s subscription to Listening 
Books (0207 4079417, www.listening-books.org.uk), a postal 


lending library for taped books. 


The Leach Trust has a bursary scheme to help disabled graduates 
study for a one-year postgraduate course in broadcast production, 
broadcast journalism or print journalism. The maximum grant 
available is £5,000. To qualify, applicants must be disabled and alre- 
ady have a place confirmed on a one-year or fast-track PTC/NCT]J 
or NJTC accredited postgraduate course beginning in autumn 
2005 or January and February 2006. Applicants must also provide 
a CV that includes evidence of experience relevant to the type of 
course they plan to take. Deadline: 18 July. For an application 
form, write to: Leach Trust, Lightleap, 38 Stonehill Road, East 
Sheen, SW 14 8RW, or email: mweston@glyndon.plus.com 


Power For Your Manual Wheelchair! 


Call sdl for a free demonstration on: 


01442 212918 


The freedom to take control 


Easy to use, right/left hand joystick » wd ; 
JWI wheelchair 


Light weight power unit « 

Compact design + f 
Easy to use, universal battery and charger « | ! 
Just 2-3 hours charging time ¢ Sh: 


Anti-tip wheels « 


Non-detachable wheels « 


Lifertyle * Power assisted push rims 
JWI wheelchair 


* Easy installation to your wheelchair 

* Detachable wheels 

* Easy on/off switch 

* Easy to use, universal battery and charger 
* Just 2-3 hours charging time 


* Anti-tip wheels 


For more informationevisit 


www.steeringdevelopments.co.uk 


Alternatively contact us on: T 01442 212918 F 01442 240254 
E enquiries@steeringdevelopments.co.uk 


TOYOTA TOWNACE 2.2, Super extra 
turbo diesel, 1993 L reg. 8 seater or 5 
plus wheelchair. Atlas conversion incl 
Unwin tracking, fittings and telescop- 
ic ramps. MOT July 05, tax March 
05, 90k miles. Air con front and rear, 
4 w/d, twin e/sunroof, pas. £2,995. 
Tel: 01243 379613. 


ELECTRIC TURNY SWIVEL car seat, cost 
£3,015 fitted, £800. Tel: 01262 675722. 


MERCEDES V230 AMBIENTE petrol/Ipg, 
metallic silver, fully loaded. Front pas- 
senger conversion with rear ramp plus 
2 rear seats. £11,995. Will sell with 
Balder w/c (Recaro seat plus tie-down). 
Tel: 01939 235610 (West Midlands). 


FIAT SCUDO 1867CC, diesel, T-reg 
(Aug 99). Seating for 3 plus one 
wheelchair passenger. rear ramp 
access. serviced october and mot till 
August. Low mileage 34500. £7950 


ono. Tel: 01767 222668 (Beds/Herts). 


VW POLO 1.4CL, 1998 R reg, 17,500 
miles, Flash Red. 3 door automatic with 
PAS, remote central locking, alarm & 
immobiliser, electric windows, sun 
roof, radio/cassette, fsh, MOT & tax 
until Mar 05. One owner from new. 
Jeff Gosling hand controls fitted for 
brake, accelerator and indicators and 
can still be driven as a standard vehicle 
by an able bodied person. £2700 ONO 
Tel 07971684521 (Merseyside) or e-mail 
fiona.ronald@dsl.pipex.com 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT € teg, very reliable 
and Metro, both professionally con- 
verted, used regularly. £500 each ono. 
Tel: 01202 532495. 


TOYOTA YARIS VERSA 1.3 with 
Lodgeson adaption for left sided 
stroke. Two years old with very low 
mileage. Carries 5 including driver. In 


excellent condition, £6,800 ono. Tel: 
01708 454418. 


FIAT FIORINO DIESEL, 1.6cc, L reg 1993, 
red, 55k miles, electric winch, fold 
down ramp, seat belt for wheelchair 
passenger, four wheelchair securing 
straps. Two wheelchair clamps also 
included, Vehicle seats three, incl driver 
& wheelchair passenger. Radio/cas- 
sette Player. 12 months’ MOT, taxed 
until May 2005. Good condition. £1250 
ono. Tel: 07789 002946 or e-mail 
maria@storyteller.wanadoo.co.uk 


VW TRANSPORTER 1.9, diesel, 2001, 
only 20k miles, Ricon tail lift, Lewis 
Reed conversion, full VW service 
history. Al condition, genuine reason 
for sale, £9,750 ono. Tel: 01255 
506789. 


RENAULT TRAFIC MINIBUS 2.1 diesel, 
1996 N reg, 8 seats, central tracking 
for 2 wheelchairs, ramp at rear. Side 
loading doors. MOT and service 
expire April ’05. New clutch and sky- 
light fitted April 04. 96k miles, in 
good running order, £2,750 ono. Tel: 
01983 282359. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4, N reg, 27k miles 
with a Universal Mobility 
Conversion. With 12 months’ MOT 
and road tax. £1,000 ono. Tel: 01236 
737974 (Glasgow). 


VW CARAVELLE T4 1993, K reg, 2.4 ltr 
diesel engine, sports-mode switch, 
automatic gearbox, rear wash/wipe, 7 
seats all with seatbelts, middle two 
can be removed, to accommodate 2 
wheelchairs, Ricon underfloor sidelift 
complete with tracking for securing, 
fsh, 140k miles, maroon (metallic). 
£4,500 ono. Tel: 01673 838063. 


SUZUKI WAGON R, Jubilee conversion, 
V reg, green, 29k miles, 1 owner from 
new, MOT Oct 05, ramp to rear, vgc, 
£4,250. Tel: 01285 851460. 


FIAT SCUDO COMBI, black, 02 reg, air 
con, electric windows. Tax May 05, 
still under warranty, 5 seats plus 
wheelchair via rear ramp. Very versa- 
tile, only one owner from new, 
£12,500 ono. Tel: 01635 862174 or 
mob: 07721 404914. 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5 R reg, 39k miles 
only, Ricon tail lift, 5 seater + wheel- 
chair space, cruise control, climatron- 
ic air con. Fsh, £9,950 ono. Tel: 01424 
WB5o2 


AUTOCHAIR WHEELCHAIR HOIST, fits 
any car on roof (fitter’s details can be 
provided). Driver can operate it whilst 
sitting in the car. New condition, 
offers around £800. Tel: 01892 557716 
(Tunbridge Wells). 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.9 diesel. Atlas 
Conversion, wheelchair accessible 
from rear with lightweight fold down 
ramp, 3 passenger seats ([2 folding). 
Registered November 2000, 45k miles, 
full main dealer service history, 12 
months MOT. £7,500. Telephone: 
01473 400840 (Ipswich). Mobile: 
07769 683540. Email: 
edwinrosier@aol.com 


VW CARAVELLE VARIANT 2.5TDi, V 
reg, Invatravel conversion, Ricon rear 
tail lift. Seats 6 plus one wheelchair/4 
plus 2 wheelchairs. 46k miles, full 
electrics, dashboard air con, CD/cas- 
sette radio. Mint condition, any 
inspection, £11,950. Tel: 01902 
344365 or mobile: 07793 282891, 
Email: tonybristow@lineone.net 


TOYOTA HIACE POWERVAN 2.4 diesel, 
R reg, one owner, 28k miles, Ricon 
lift seats four plus wheelchair, fsh, v. 
good condition, MOT Aug 05. 
Available from Jan 05. £5,250 ono. 
Tel: 01642 785546 (N.Yorks). 


MERCEDES 230 AUTO, T reg, top of 
range, silver, 44k miles, ramp to rear. 
Wheelchair alongside driver. Vgc, 
£11,000. Tel: 01709 580021 or mobile: 
07850 233776. 


FORD FOCUS TDI 2002 Constable con- 
version, electric wheelchair for front 
passenger, fsh, air con, e/windows, 3 
door, under warranty, £9,250. Tel: 
01443 475385 or mobile: 07779 244917. 


1992 FORD TRANSIT automatic, remote 
door operations, rear lift, 6 way dri- 
ver’s seat. £4,500. Part exchange con- 
sidered. Tel: 01287 203799. 


PEUGEOT 5 DOOR Saloon 1.6, auto, air 
con, metallic light blue, 36k miles, one 
owner, dealer maintained, 9 months’ 
MOT & tax. Superb condition, 
£3,950 ono, sale due to owner being 
incapacitated. Tel: 07703 131161. 


HYUNDAI SANTAFE 2002 reg, auto, red, 
sunroof, air con, leather seats, 16k 
miles, hand controls. £11,500. Call 
Eddy: 07956 896208. 


e Wheelchairs/see oter | 


NIPPY POWER CHAIR, only used 6 
times with charger. Cost £2,400, sell- 
ing for £400. Tel: 01234 405532. 


F55 SUNRISE POWER chair, virtually 
unused, £2,500 ono. Call Eddy: 07956 
896208. 


POWER WHEELCHAIR HUNTLEIGH, 
Home & Away, £3,000 new: any 
offers £500 plus. Little used, trans- 
portable. Tel: 01827 284907. 


WISPA ELECTRIC SCOOTER with charg- 
er. Cost £1,650 5 months ago, very lit- 
tle, bargain at £700 for first buyer. 
Tel: 01384 872235 (Birmingham). 


INVACARE REA ASSIST wheelchair 
with powerpack, used 6 times. Cost 
£2,300, selling for only £800. Tel: 
01834 813428. 


SHOPRIDER DE LUXE scooter with bas- 
ket, front and rear lights. New charg- 
er. Max speed 8 mph, range 25-30 
miles. In pristine condition, £750. Tel: 
020 8675 4414. 


PRIDE SONIC THREE-wheel scooter. 
Hardly used, new batteries, charger, 
just serviced. Comes with two bags 
and raincape. Bright red, folds into any 
boot. Very stable. Can deliver south of 
M25. £650 ono. Tel: 01225 774338. 


INVACARE PHOENIX POWERCHAIR with 
charger, max range 20 km full charge, 
easily dismantled. Hardly been used, 
cost £2,000, sell for £880 ono. Can 
deliver. Tel: 0780 8039640 
(Cambridgeshire). 


ROAD KNIGHT MICRA with charger, 
battery operated, silver with basket. 
As new, hardly used. Cost £1,500, 
asking £650 ono. Tel: 020 8977 0754 
or 07931 423854. 


PRESTIGE MOBILITY AUTOGO scooter, 
fits in car, easy stowage, three 
months’ old, as new condition. New 
price £3,900, accept £2,500. Tel: 
01926 484162 (Warks). 


LEVO STAND-UP electric wheelchair, 
one year old, unsuitable for present 
owners due to circumstance. Cost 
£10,000, open to offers. Tel: 028 718 
60133. 


VIVA ELECTRIC MOBILITY power chair 
with swingaway legrests and leg 
extensions. Vgc, cost £2,500. £900 
ovno. Tel: 020 8300 5765. 


DUET WHEELCHAIR CYCLE with 
rechargeable motor. £1,500 ono. Tel: 
01934 834991 (Somerset). 


SERENE BATRICAR LUXURY model 
scooter. Full weatherproof cabin, 
wipers, front and rear lights, handles 
one in five hills and 4 inch kerbs. 
Speed settings at 4 and 8 mph, max 
range 16 miles, with full instruction 
manual. Cost £5,725 two years ago, 
genuine reason for sale and hardly 
used, asking only £2,000 for quick 
sale. Tel: 01465 713697. 


° Household/fam 


ei 
STANNAH STAIRLIFT, STILL under war- 
ranty, only used for one year. 
Straight, left hand bend and further 
straight. Can be adjusted, cost £3,000 
new, £1,000 ono. To view, tel: 01992 
465849 (North London). 


RECK MOTOMED VIVA, therapeutic 
electric exerciser for arms and legs. 
Almost unused, £1,850. Tel: 01257 
254768 (Lancs). 


RISER/RECLINER ARMCHAIR with heat 
and massage treatment. Less than 3 
months’ old. Green draylon fern 
design with full guarantee (approx 5 
yrs). Cost £1,695, asking £800 ono. 
Tel: 01384 872235 (Birmingham). 


MOTORISED ADJUSTABLE SINGLE bed, 
remote control, 6 months’ old, £300. 
Tel: 0117 9654719 (Bristol). 


¢ Motorhome 


AUTOCRUISE MOTORHOME 1.9 turbo 
diesel, MOT Nov 05, rear lift, auto 
clutch, auto brake, hand controls, gps, 
4 berth, cooker, fridge, swivel seats, 
accessible toilet — shower, awning, 
dvd, W reg, 3k miles, £24,000. Tel: 
01684 572366. 


accommodation a 


SPACIOUS DISABLED APARTMENT, 
Eastbourne Area, within purpose 
built complex. Sitting room, double 
bedroom, kitchen and bathroom. 24 
hour security and care. £120,000 ono. 
Tel: 01273 305423 (evenings only). 
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por = ny 
jubilee mobility i 


PB tad best choice of quality used mobility vehicles j in the UK 


P aaa a Serena.D. Brotherwoods drop floor conversion 
R Mercedes Vito. D. 29k. Beautiful access conversion 
9D. Lowered floor, ramp & 5 seats £6,995 


R Citroen Dispatch | 


M_ Renault Traffic 1.9D. Underfloor ramp. Very nice 


02 Vauxhall Agila Low floor with rear seat conversion 59,495 
|X Renault Kangoos with low floor & rear seats from $8,995 ‘ 
i Y Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor & rear seats $11,995 
}Y Renault Kangoos with low floor & fold out ramps from £10,995 
X Volkswagen Diesel Transporter, Ramp & rear seats $12,995 
} 02 Citroen Berlingo 1.9D. Lowered rear floor. Very nice £13,995 
151 Renault Kangoos.Lowered floor & rear passenger seats £11,295 
i 03 Daihatsu Hi-Jet. Ramp, winch and rear seats. 7k only £7,995 
; 03 Volkswagen Transporter D, Chair-liff and rear seats £14,995 
1/02 Renault Kangoos, Lowered floor & rear seats £11,495 


} 54 Mercedes Vaneo | 


~ brochures : “home “demonstration : informatio 


i 

‘ 04 Mercedes Vaneo Auto .Fully automated ramp/ftailgate £25,995 
| 03 Chrysler Grand Voyager Diesel. Low floor lux MPV 

| 53 Toyota Powerbus Access Liff Diesel. As totally new 

} 52 Renault Kangoos. Low floor and rear seats. Choice 

.6 Auto, Lowered floor . 4 seats. 

1 54 Fiat Doblo Hi Roof Diesels.5 seats , wheelchair access 
} 03 Renault Kangoo Automatic, Low floor rear seats. 

: X Mercedes V Class Auto. Ambiente low floor + leather 

; All available on our Low or NO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance plans 


£7,995 
£8,995 


$2,995 


£23,995 
£15,995 
£11,995 
£20,995 
£9,795 

£13,995 
£18,995 


- finance quotations : advice 


E*sMotability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, Wes! Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tox. Vehicles shown may A hove Shs echaeela yy 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2003 52 Vito CDi , Auto, Tail lift, 2,400 miles 

2003 52 Toyota Cruiser 2.5D, Tail lift, 9,000 miles 

2003 03 VW Caravelle Invatravel, new ramp, 1,500 miles 
2003 03 Renault Master Cruiser, A/C tail lift 

2001 Y Zaphira Chairman 1.6, A/C, 1 owner, 34,000 miles 
2001 Y Toyota Hiace 2.4D, Ramp, C/L, E/W, 27,000 miles 
2000 X Brotherwood Sharan TDi, Manual, 30,000 miles 
2000 W Renault Master, semi high roof, tail lift, 28,000 miles 
2000 W Mercedes V220 CDi Ambiente, side lift 

1999 V Fiat Ulysses Jubilee, Air Con, 34,000 miles 

1999 V Peugeot Expert TD Hill Grau, 5+ chair A/C 

1999 V Escort Chairman diesel, 44,000 miles, PAS, 1 owner 
1999 V VW LWB TDi, ramp, 1 owner, 22,000 miles 

1999 T Toyota Cruiser, petrol, PAS, c/l, 1 owner, 40,000 miles 
1998 S Peugeot Expert Constables, 1 owner 

1998 R Sharan Automotive TDi, Auto, 1 owner 


VW Transporters & Caravelles 
Mercedes Vitos 

Kangoo & Berlingo models 
ane & Vanette Cargo models 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


ce 


ee? 
@* 
Back rests also available separately 
A FULL RANGE OF TRIKES FROM 
CHILD TO ADULT. STARTING 
FROM JUST £195.00. FOR YOUR 
NEAREST DEALER OR MORE 
INFORMATION: TEL: 01622 815 615 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 
or take a look at 


DISCLAIMER 


DN is not responsible 
for claims made in the 
adverts it prints. 
Readers are advised to 
check claims with 
advertisers before 
relying on them. 


£15,495 
£12,995 
£TBA 
£15,995 
£15,995 
£10,995 
£18,500 
£11,995 
£19,995 
£9,250 
£11,995 
£7,995 
£10,995 
£7,750 
£8,495 
£10,995 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 8 
Choice of 4 


01634 243596 
www. gfclarke.com 


Mobility Batteries Top 
Specification competitive 
prices. Tel: 01773520033, 
Fax: 01773520566 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adamprice.avr@tiscali.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guc® Extra Strong Playpens. 
er Extra Large Stairgates. 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Pro 


Fair prices 


Recruitment (on page 46 to 50) WARNING TO ALL VISITORS 


We have been 
warned about a 
scam involving 
people from 
overseas who say 
they want to buy a 
product and who 
offer to pay using 
cheques and 
Western Union 
money transfers. 
Although no DN 
users have been 
hit yet, other 
disability websites 
have been. Be 
particularly wary 
of accepting 
cheques from 
overseas. 


Commission 
for Social Care 
Inspection 


The Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) is the largest single inspectorate for 
social care in England. With new powers and responsibilities, CSCI’s remit is greater than 
anything seen before in social care. By bringing together the inspection and regulation of 
all social care services into one place, the CSCI is a major force for improvement. 


Personal Assistant to the Head of User 


and Public Involvement 


Grade 4, £15,229 - £18,026 pa (dependent upon experience) plus an 
Inner London Zone Allowance, Full Time, 37 hpw, London Head Office 
(Victoria) 


The new Head of User and Public Involvement will be looking for an experienced Personal 
Assistant to effectively manage and coordinate her office, ensuring all tasks are undertaken 
in a highly professional manner and within agreed procedures. You will coordinate the 
external commitments and provide a personal and confidential secretarial and 
administrative service whilst dealing with Service Users and Providers directly. 


A high standard of education is required, preferably to “A level “ or equivalent, and at least 
2 years experience as a PAin a similar environment. You should possess excellent 
communication and interpersonal skills with the ability to write reports and briefings 
when required. You should be highly organised, able to prioritise and delegate work, and 
be flexible and willing to travel as necessary. 


For application forms and further details please ring 0870 870 6835 and key 
in job ID number 5640. Closing date: Tuesday, 11th January 2005. 


Alternatively, apply online at www.csci.gov.uk or www.sector1.net 


: < 
sage 


To develop the National Disability Arts Collection 
and Archive, Holton Lee has short term vacancies 
to establish this landmark project 


Project Development Officer 
To assist the Director and liaise with the project team. 


Project consultants 
who specialise in 
i) Access, ii) Audience Development, iii) Archives/Conservation 


Deadline for applications: 17th January 2005 


For job descriptions and consultant briefs please contact Holton Lee 
on 01202 625562 or email admin@holtonlee.co.uk 


Holton Lee provides Disability Arts opportunities and events 
on a 350 acre estate on the shores of Poole Harbour, Dorset 


Suppor ted by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 


Arts|obs 


www.holtonlee.co.uk 


E-MAIL SOPHIE@G-C-A.CO.UK 


CENTRAL LONDON 


LANCASTER 


ludusdance 


General Manager 


For info: call 020 7700 2455 or e-mail jobs@graeae.org 
Deadline for applications 5pm Tue 4 January 2005. Interviews Friday 7 January 2005 


To support company development. Requires experience in arts admin. 


Director: Full time/Permanent 


Apply to: info@ludus.org by 20 Jan 
Visit www.ludus.org/information to download an application pack and full details on the position. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD. 


1998 (S), Caravelle Variant, GL7 (B), VR6, auto, Silver metallic, ABS & TCS twin sliding doors, Climatronic air con, Cab electric sun roof, driver and passenger 

airbags, front fogs, swivel seat bases, sliding saloon windows, fitted with a slit platform underfloor lift , one set of restraints for wheelchair. One owner, FSH £9,950. 

1999 (V) Caravelle Variant, VR6 2.8ltr petrol automatic with ABS & TCS, front fogs & headlamp washers, climatronic air con, CD player, Dragon green metallic, 

fitted with underfloor electro-hydraulic wheelchair lift & restraints, one owner, FSH, approx 81,000 miles, £9,950. 

1999 (T) Caravelle Variant, VR6, 2.8ltr petrol auto, Surf Blue, side sliding windows, ABS & TCS fitted with an underfloor hydraulic lift, restraints for one 

wheelchair, passenger swivel, rear heater, one owner, mileage 45,000, £10,450. 

2004 (54 plate) Ex demonstrator T5 Caravelle SE, 2.5Itr Tdi, diesel, 174bhp, auto, heated seats, six stack CD player, ABS, remote central locking, twin sliding 

doors, Reflex Silver metallic, privacy glass, cruise control, mudflaps, sun blinds, alloy wheels, electric windows, air con, flexible seating, fitted with an underfloor 

lift, restraints for one wheelchair, six way drivers seat-base, hand controls and electric handbrake. 

Cost new £36,000 on sale for £32,000 on sale from end of Feb 2005. 

Above vehicle less six way drivers seat-base, hand controls and electric handbrake £29,950. 

2004 (54 plate) Ex demonstrator T5 Caravelle SE, 2.5ltr Tdi, 130 bhp, diesel, manual, Wheat beige metallic Cruise control, 

twin sliding doors, ABS, heated seats, 6 stack cd player, privacy glass, remote central locking, sun blinds , flexible seating, 

electric windows, remote central locking, alloy wheels, fitted with a rear hydraulic lift and restraints for one wheelchair. 

Cost new £27,385 on sale for £24,000. On sale from end of Feb. 

Ex Demonstrators have balance of 3 year Volkswagen Warranty and Volkswagen Assistance. All other vehicles carry a 1 year mechanical breakdown warranty. 
Stock always changing. All Prices exclude VAT. 

97 Lytham Road, Southport, Merseyside PR9 9UG. Telephone: 01704 506608. Fax: 01704 506607. E-mail: sales@invatravel.com www. invatravel.com 
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Disability Now 
maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw 
linage adverts without 
prior notice. All adverts 
must comply with the 
British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 
Telephone numbers 


If you have a disability or health condition that 
affects your chances of finding or keeping a job, 
ask to see a Disability Employment Adviser. 
Disability Employment Advisers are based in 
Jobcentre Plus offices and Jobcentres and offer 
a wide range of advice and support. They can 
help you find a job, or stay in work if you are 
already employed. 


and addresses will not 
be placed in personal 
adverts, for confiden- 
tiality. Instead, Box 
numbers will be 
provided. Likewise, 
telephone numbers 


The specialist service that Disability 

Employment Advisers provide, includes: 

e advice on finding and keeping a job 

e information on training 

e support with benefit entitlement and 
programmes like New Deal, and 

e advice on employing disabled people. 


and addresses will not 

be given out over the 

telephone if requested. 
Box Numbers can be 


requested for non- 
personal adverts. 
However, it may limit 


Contact your local Jobcentre Plus office 
or Jobcentre for further information. 


www.jobcent 
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ge gee. A ek ca [ie ‘Including Jobcentres and . 
Tre oll IS.dov.u k Social security offices the response to it. If 
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you want to advertise 
documents, goods or 


services contact 
Patrick Durham- 
Matthews 
tel: 020 7619 7320, 
fax: 020 7619 7331. 
Linage adverts can 
only be used by private 
individuals. All 
commercial enquiries 
must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham (see 
contact details above). 
DN cannot accept 
responsibility for loss 
or damage of adverts 
or letters during 
forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the 
advertiser to check the 
content of their advert, 
and to ensure any 
abbreviations cannot 
be misunderstood. 


| Eee kl a eile ot ee eh a eel ee ep ed standard linage advert. 
| Cost: £9 per line. Tick box below. 


semi-display linage advert. Cost: £9 


ena ent ee ete ce ena |e [adn eee) See | ee eee ee pee pe eee beet Bean las 10kasck Box below: 


eee ee | eee | eee fe] a ee ete et) box linage advert. Cost: £9 per line 


; plus £20. Tick box below. 


Oe eee ee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary ( ~) Standard linage advert 


) Semi-display linage advert 
7 : me ' 
- OD Box linage advert 


| DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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48 Classified 


Transport for London 


OLD 
STREET EC1 


SINGLETON 
CLOSE SW17_ 


BELFAST 
ROAD SE25 


CHRISTIAN 
STREET E1 


Just as diversity is ingrained in the very fabric of 
London, so Equality and Inclusion (E&l) has an 
integral part to play at Transport for London (TfL). 
A bold and high-profile business partner, it’s 
absolutely committed to equality, fair treatment 
and accessibility across our breadth of services. 
With many projects currently underway (especially 
increasing disabled access on the Tube), these 
challenging roles will have a critical role to play. 


Head of Policy & Strategy 

up to £75,000 plus benefits 

Providing a centre of expertise for transport modes, 
HR and E&l Modal Change teams, you'll define E&l 
policies for the entire organisation — including 
training and resourcing. It’s a tough, strategic and 


GAY WEST INDIA 


CLOSE NW2 


MANDARIN 


STREET E14 ROAD SE1 


to equalities, and an impressive ability to promote 
TfL in a positive light, both internally and externally. 
With proven skills in project delivery, you’ll understand 
the profound legalities and methods for achieving 
new standards within a high-profile, policy 
framework. Ref: E111. 


Delivery Manager 

up to £75,000 plus benefits 

Assigned to a transport mode, you'll ensure that our 
E&l objectives are understood and that Modal action 
plans are developed to target priority areas, as part 
of our business plan. A doer and a thinker with large 
organisation experience, you'll take the lead and 
drive the agenda through on all aspects of delivery 
and strategy, collaborating internally and externally. 


AVENUE E14 | 


ee ee Se eanEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEeeeeee 
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BLACKFRIARS | 


YOUNG ADAM & EVE 
ROAD E16 MEWS W8 


es 
SS 


SINGAPORE 
ROAD W13 


JAMAICA 
STREET E1 


Diversity lies at the heart of our world-class business. 


Both roles require ambitious individuals with at 
least 5 years' diversity management experience. 
We are positively looking to recruit in favour 

of disabled people (as defined in the DDA Act 
1995) and will guarantee an interview providing 
that the minimum screening criteria are met. 


For an application pack, please email 
resourcing@tfl.gov.uk or call 

020 7643 2880, quoting the appropriate 
job title and reference number. 
www.tfl.gov.uk Interviews will be held 
at the beginning of January. 


We want to be as diverse as the city we 
represent and welcome applications from 
everyone regardless of gender, ethnicity, 


Ref: El08. 


broad role, relying on an evidence-based approach 


AB 
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OV Ss 
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MAYOR OF LONDON 


sexual orientation, faith or disability. 


___ PICK UP THE TORCH. 


yi 


Women. Men. Different. Equal. 
Equal Opportunities Commission 


dts 


____UP TO 4 COMMISSIONERS NEEDED 
FEES: £160 PER DAY PLUS EXPENSES « 15-20 DAYS PER YEAR 


wp 


The creation of the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) in 1975 was a landmark in 
Britain's progress towards a modern, equal and diverse society which values all its citizens 
- though even today women working full-time earn 18% less than men. The absorption of 
the EOC into a new Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR; expected in 
2007) will be another decisive moment - and one which the EOC supports. 


Now the DTI seeks up to four exceptional individuals to become EOC Commissioners in 
this final phase of the EOC’s life. They will pick up an historic torch, use it to achieve 
change and hand it over with pride. The EOC has a strong reputation among decision 
makers and opinion formers for tackling the big issues. Over the next two years the EOC 
will focus on the pay gap, pensions and support for parents and carers. It will also 
develop a new gender agenda it hopes the CEHR will pursue, integrating work on 
gender and disability, faith, race, age, sexual orientation and human rights. 


Commissioners are responsible for the strategic direction of the EOC and its governance. 
We therefore seek women and men who have some experience of contributing effectively 
at board level - whether in the private, public, voluntary or academic sectors - and a track 
record of commitment to the EOC's goals, particularly of enabling women and men to 
participate fully and free from discrimination and prejudice at home, at work, in education, 
in public life and in their communities. Applications from people with business experience 
or experience of disability issues or working with African, Caribbean or Muslim 
communities are particularly welcome. 


To download an information pack, including a full job description and person specification 
visit Www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk or call 020 7276 2289. 


Closing date: 31st December 2004. 
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Live how YOU wantto... 


ENA provide specialist “live-in” care, tailored 
to the individual needs of our clients. 


¢ Retain your independence in the comfort of your own home 
with ‘one-to-one’ help 

¢ All of our Carers/Personal Assistants undergo our own training 
programme before being placed with a client 


e 24 hour/7 day ‘back up’ 


Established 10 years in London and the Home Counties... now very 
pleased to be able to offer this service in the North East!! 


Give us a call on 08451 668334 north cast 
08456 442294 London & Home Counties 


Alternatively, take a look at our website 


BB 
Www.ena.co.uk Li 


ea. 
European Nursing Agency Ltd. —UKHCA_ 


Smallford Lane, St Albans, Herts. AL4 0SA 


ss, BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 
PN 4 
<\\ PHYSIOTHERAPHY 


a ; i Treatment programmes combining therapy and play 
i i for babies, children and adolescents with Cerebral 
| | Palsy, Down Syndrome, stroke, head injury, Tumour, 
} | Dyspraxia, Low tone and slow development. 
} Tel / Fax: 020 8998 9403. 


| website: www.neuro-physio.co.uk 


I have cerebral palsy and I am coming to the end of a two-year HNC 
multimedia course. I am going to specialise in multimedia for people with 
disabilities, groups, charities and schools involved with disabled groups. 


I can do a wide range of multimedia production including photographs, 
film and audio. I am specialising in websites and websites hosting. Work 
undertaken from anywhere in the UK. Please contact Bill Miller on 
01502 566506 or email bill@pakefield.demon.co.uk 
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Agenda setting 
Attitude changing 
Achievement delivering. 


Scope’s mission is ‘disabled people achieving equality’. Through transformational change of our own organisation, and through effective collaborative 
work with a spectrum of organisations, disabled people, parents and carers we are working for the eradication of disablism throughout society. Our 
focus is on Cerebral Palsy. However, it is through this broader agenda that we can make a lasting difference. 


Banishing disablism involves a huge and sustained communication effort internally and externally, through the media and the political system, with 
disabled people and disabled people’s organisations. It involves listening and learning as well as informing and campaigning. 


We are now creating two exciting new posts within Scope to take a lead on Communications and External Affairs, to ensure that we have a credible 


basis for campaigning for change, and excellence in every aspect of communications. 


Head of Communications and Campaigns 
c. £70k plus benefits 


You will lead on the development and implementation of appropriate 
strategies and tactics, ensuring that our key messages are disseminated 
to and understood by both internal and external audiences. You will 
also have overall management responsibility for the high profile 

‘Time to Get Equal’ campaign and other major national campaigns and 
communication initiatives. This is a proactive role, working closely with 
the Chief Executive to establish and nurture relationships with opinion 
formers and national media. 


An experienced communications professional, you will be used to working 
with different audiences and communication media and you will be able to 
demonstrate a proven track record in delivering agenda-setting external 
communications programmes. Ref: HCC/DN. 


Head of External Affairs 
c. £55k plus benefits 
Post reserved for disabled people only 


You will provide leadership on the public policy and political campaigning 
positions that Scope should take. This is an outward facing role, ensuring 
we have the alliances and relationships with disabled people’s 
organisations and others to facilitate and lead credible political campaigns 
to enable ‘disabled people achieving equality’ based on solid research and 
the lived experience of disabled people. 


As part of our recruitment policy, this is a reserved post only open to 
disabled people. Your deep understanding of the barriers faced by 
disabled people will be matched by your qualities as a social entrepreneur 
with the proven ability to network with decision-makers, influencers and 
funders. You will be a leader in all senses of the word - inspirational, 
visionary, strong decision-maker and highly effective team player - and you 
will also be a natural communicator at all levels. Ref: HEA/DN. 


For an informal and confidential discussion, please contact our retained consultant, 
Rashpal Kaur-Singh of Tribal Executive Resourcing on 0207 323 7190. 

An information and application pack can be obtained by calling 0870 241 9031 

or email scope@tribalresourcing.com quoting the relevant reference 


(This information is also available in large print or braille upon request). 


The information pack can also be viewed on www.tribalresourcing.com/headscope 


Closing date: 7 January 2005. 


TRIBAL [RRBEREIMEE 


ADVERTISING m EXECUTIVE RESOURCING & 


INTERIM RESOURCING @ 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy. 
For disabled people achieving equality. 
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PEOPLE & PERFORMANCE 


50 Classified 


NO-ONE SEES 
THINGS LIKE WE DO 


The NAO is a unique organisation. 

It is totally independent and no-one 
else looks so directly into the heart 
of government spending. Few deal 
with such large sums, operate so 
cost effectively or have such widely 
respected authority. 


ln essence, we're here to make sure the 
public gets maximum value for every 
pound it pays in tax. In 2003 alone, we 
generated savings amounting to £500 
million — an average of over £8 for every 
£1 we spent. 


As a graduate trainee with us, you'll 
help track government spending in 
areas like Education, Health, Culture 
or Defence — and influence the lives 
of millions. 


Your degree can be in any discipline 
and it doesn’t have to be recent. 
What we're looking for is a sharp 
mind, flexibility and the determination 
to achieve ACA qualification. 

At each stage, you'll have total 
support, ongoing training and every 
encouragement to grow professionally 
and personally. 


To find out more about our work 

and what else is on offer, visit our 
website or ring 020 7798 7231 

(24 hour answerphone) for a brochure 
and a CD-Rom. 


We aim to reflect the diversity 
of the public we serve. 


2 NAO 


Wh, Piz. Oe. UE 


NATIONAL AUDIT OFFICE 


“graduates 


Management Training Scheme for Graduates 


Leaders are crucial to the heartbeat of the NHS — modernising services 
so that we can deliver the best healthcare to our patients. We need people 
who can take on challenges and make tough decisions with integrity, 


commitment and energy. You'll also be in the heart of the community — 
working with other services to improve the health of people across Scotland. 


The Scheme starts in September 2005, so if you will be a graduate by then, 


this is your chance to become an integral part of the leadership of Scotland's 


We are an equal opportunities employer. 


Closing cate - 
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- ¢. £19,500 


“health service. a PH feces ie a masters eacaltieeton 


anda guaranteed job for one year at the end of this two year scheme | 
putting you on the road toa worthwhile career. You will not be bored — 
anything but. tei is Pie potent and interest in Bet that 


Up for grabs 51 


o celebrate the publication of the Sth 

edition of the Access Guide to 
London’s Theatres, The Society of 
London Theatre is giving you the chance 
to win £100 worth of Theatre Tokens. 

With Theatre Tokens you can NTO NS 
choose exactly what you want to see, when you want to 
see it. They can be exchanged for tickets at more than 
230 theatres across the UK, including all of 
London’s West End. Visit www.theatretokens.com 
or call 0870 164 8800 for further information. 

For your chance to win this generous offer tick 
Theatre Tokens in the entry form. 

The Access Guide to London’s Theatres is the only 
publication of its kind. It provides clear information 
about facilities and access to 58 London Theatres 
including the whole of the West End. To receive the free 
guide, send an SAE (88p) to Access Guide, The Society 
of London Theatre, 32 Rose Street, London, WC2E 9ET, 
or call 020 7557 6700 or email 
access@solttma.co.uk to receive a copy in large print, Braille or on tape. 

The guide is also available online at www.theatre-access.co.uk, offering up to oh 
| date information on access and facilities, as well as listings for assisted 2. is 

g J $ 


Access Guide to 
London's Theatres 


Published by The Society of London Theatre 
Researched by SOLT and Artsline 


Funded by Arts Council England 


5th Edition 


performances, including: sign language interpreted, audio described and 
captioned performances. 


ou will enjoy The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes Volume Two from 
the uniquely fully dramatised BBC Radio 
4.Clive Merrison and Michael Williams 
star as Holmes and Watson in this 
collection of stories. The stories included 
in Volume Two are The Five Orange Pips, 
The Man with the Twisted Lip, The 
Adventure of Blue Carbuncle and The 
E Adventure of the Speckled Band. 
BBC Audiobooks has five CDs to give 
away. Simply tick CD in the entry form. 
All of these titles, priced at £15.99, are 
available from all good bookshops, 
online at www.bbcshop.com or by direct 
mail on 0800 136 919. 


[23 9 fel Audiobooks 
LEISURE ACTIVITIES 


The Ad eee cf 


Sherlock Holm 


Volume Two 


ae eae 


o 


1 Bae to Whitbread Group, DN is giving away £50 worth of Leisure Vouchers which can be 
enjoyed at the following places: Brewers Fayre, Brewsters, Out & Out, Pizza Hut, TGI Friday’s, 
Laithwaites, British Holidays, Airtours, Marriott, Travel Inn, David Lloyd, Saks, Red Letter Days, 
Legoland and many more outlets. 

There are five £10 vouchers so you can use them at more. than one place. To win the £50 vouchers 
tick the Leisure Vouchers box in the entry form. : 

Part of Whitbread Group Plc Leisure Vouchers is a leading business in the gift le ] S U re 


| am‘ 
ed 


voucher section with impressive annual growth. To find out more about the Leisure VOUCHERS 
enjoy yourself a 


Vouchers please visit www.leisurevouchers.co.uk or telephone on 01582 396666. 


The winners of the As It Was, Homeland, Whiteout and My Trade audiobooks from Pan Macmillan 
in the November issue of DN were, in order, D McDowell from Bedford, J Wilson from Solihull, 

C Irving from Willaston, L Wharton from Wales, E Lloyd from Cambridge, H MacKay from 
Stirling, A Fletcher from Merseyside and R Lorimer from Bedlington. The winners of Study Buddy’s 
reading stands were R Wright from Northern Ireland, L Briggs from Stoke-on-Trent, K Walters 
from Lancastershire, G Doy from Norwich and I MacKnight from Devon. The winners of the 
scooter storage cover and the memory cushion from Simplantex were, in order, J Prentice from 


Devon and D Pickstock from Surrey. 


Tick the competition circle below, 
add your details, and send for 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, 
or you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 


fiona.mitchell@scope.org.uk 


Theatre Tokens CD Vouchers 


* closing date for entrants: 21.01.05 « 
Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of 
purchase required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ 
No cash alternatives ¢ Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final 
¢ Special offers not open to DN staff or associates ¢ Winners may be 
announced in DN ¢ In association with The Society of London Theatre, 
BBC Audiobooks and Leisure Vouchers. We may use your name and 
address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if you do not 


wish your details to be included L} 


i 4 ~~ 
Tennis player Se Graham (left) and sprinter Jesssica 


Everburst sign “deaflympics” to promote the games 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 31 January. 


DEAFLYMPICS 


DN reports on the games from Australia 


ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES ON THE NHS? 


Yes, there are. Mary Queally reports 


ARTS PROFILE 


Meet Steve Varden, star of the film Cloud Cuckoo 
Land 


RELATIONSHIPS 
Feminism, fetishism, and comment from Tom 
Shakespeare 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
Please reserve me a regular copy of 
Disability Now until further notice 


Please deliver a copy of Disability Now 
to my home address 


EET RATES cos pet Spoterd, dette esc ass amr Rem ae ne te eh SOP Oe ee 


Signature: 

To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 
It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. A 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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TorSprin 
Ramp a ien 


Flexi-seat 
seating system 


‘Movement 


ahi 
VCA 
LVTA Certified 
Conversion 


Citroen Berlingo St Tropez 


Includes Flexi-seat™ or single seat option 
Metallic Paint, Electric Windows, 

Electric Mirrors, Remote Control 

Central Locking, ABS 


1.4P/1.9D/1.6iP/2.0HDi 
Prices from 


£12,995.00 


ess sible Vehicles 


e wel some visits to our showroom & production facility and also offer a national home demonstration service 


Part Exchange 


Call 0845 345 0127 (cai rate) or Visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


° = Motability 


w 


de: 


la gui 


\ DN launches media 


lusively from Lewis Reed 


me all new Flexi- -seat system in the all new Berlingo Accessible Vehicle 


What's new? 

e@ Type approved and tested conversion 
Flexi-seat Seating System 

e Safety Tested Lowered Floor 


TorSpring’ Assisted Ultra-light 
Ramp Technology 
@ Motability Accredited Conversion 


Quality, confidence and desirability are the words that best describe the 
Lewis Reed range of wheelchair accessible vehicles, but don't take our word 
for it, compare for yourself by booking a demonstration before you finally 
decide. We are that confident that you will see that Lewis Reed deliver the 
best value for money acessible vehicles available. For more information on 
our full range call 0845 345 0127 or visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


' Free Delivery Finance Available Home Demos 


VAT and Road Fund Licence usually exempt for DLA holders. Errors & omissions excepted. 


